Larry Jones Another Ninety-Five

Start a house church https://larryjones.ca/another-ninety-five/

ANOTHER NINETY-FIVE

Posted on February 20, 2025

Category: Another Ninety Five

PROLOGUE

My neighbor across the road, one house north, so close | could hit his house with a snowball, is a
good brother in the Lord Jesus, a pastor of a small church.

My neighbor across the road, one house north, so close | could hit his house with a snowball, is a
good brother in the Lord Jesus, a pastor of a small church. We rarely see each other, never visit, a
wave once in a while, he has his life and | have mine.

Though close we are not close.

My sister lives four provinces away. We communicate often, pray together for unsaved siblings,
unload on each other, carry one another's burdens.

Though distant we are not distant.

Institutional churches institutionalize Christ's own. An institutionalized christian, though physically
close to The Good Shepherd, is relationally more distant than he once was. Jesus aches for his return
and sends agents to seek and find, and express His willingness to forgive and reunite.

Martin Luther has been called “the great reformer”. He would disagree. Jesus alone is The Great
Reformer, and this hero of the faith was privileged and sufficiently courageous to be used as The
Reformer's voice in a dark and dreary and dreadful religiosity.

The ‘protestant reformation’ was quite incomplete. An improved church, definitely; a finished church,
hardly. Though Luther's light brightened his era, this gutsy brother is but one voice of many used in
Christ's unstoppable program of amending His people. Reform began in the church's infancy, and
the work of sanctification is ongoing, benefitting all having “ears to hear” what Lord Jesus is saying to
His church through His church.

Religion is an ever-present danger, menacing Christ's redeemed saints through the centuries. It
abducts newborns quickly, and sets them in one of its drab confinements enclosed by a formidable
fence of imaginative doctrines. Relative few escape, and even those are in danger of recapture, such
is the strength of religion's unceasing pull and coercive officers.

The institutionalized evangelical can see his Master way off, but will not betray the pack by running
after Him. He has been schooled to believe there is safety only in togetherness. As in Luther's day,
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SO many can't be wrong.

Lord Jesus has zero interest in reforming our institutional churches. Both compete for the hearts of
His redeemed, and the score is discouraging. Our Lord wants to set the captives free from the
calendar, the clock, and the church bulletin - to bring them into at least a semblance of the
sensitivity to the Spirit He possessed while here.

There is a life in the Spirit. Everyone experienced that life when first reborn. For most, the happiest
days are way back there - back there when life was a fresh breeze, religion had not yet ensnared,
and Jesus was “first love”.

Back there is still there, still beckoning, still attainable. The few who have found their way back are
sufficient evidence that life in the Spirit - that fresh breeze - can be retrieved.

Lord Jesus and | are co-authors of ANOTHER 95. No book, other than the Book, is without impurities. |
- the unfinished and inept me - take responsibility for any and all mistakes, misconceptions,
oversights, and lack of both candor and tact. The Lord Jesus - The Great Reformer and "*head of the
church” and “captain of salvation” - authored all true and graceful portions.

May God give the reader discernment to separate the impure from the pure, my weak assumptions
from His noble insights. And if you solely credit our Lord Jesus for any recovery recovered and
freedom attained, we stand together.

INTRODUCTION

ANOTHER 95: Another 95 Theses For Another Reformation is an amplification of my 95 Theses
published in two newspapers in Kelowna, B.C. This is a brief account leading to that publication...

While attending a conference, during corporate worship, the Lord ‘spoke’ unexpectedly. | discerned
He wanted me to relay insights He had deposited over the years to evangelicals back home in
Kelowna, utilizing the local newspapers.

Evangelicalism is found wanting. Reformation of the evangelical's heart will only come via outsiders;
insiders have forfeited extensive opportunities. (It must be quickly said that not everyone attending
evangelical services is an evangelical, though most are.) Many evangelicals are insulated from
alternative perspectives by lords of the pulpits and a herd mentality. Purchasing newspaper space
to preach reformation might be a violation against religious protocol, but such honored decorum
means nothing to “the head of the church”.

“Yes, Lord, | willdo it."

| discerned this project was not for the moment, but | was to consider the matter seriously, and be
prayerful and careful. About a year and a half later, | felt the stirring of the Holy Spirit; the time was
drawing near.
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While considering how to package my message | happened to pick up a book | had written many
years ago, Financing the Great Commission. The back cover included these words: In 1517 Martin
Luther posted his Ninety-Five Theses on the door of catholicism. It was a shaft of reason challenging a
mentality that threatened to snuff out any dignity and freedom which may have survived that very dark
age. While reading, | felt a flutter, a witness, of the Holy Spirit.

| will compile my own 95 theses!
| immediately began writing...
A Challenge to Evangelicals, Etcetera.

Etcetera? Etcetera is everyone. Non-evangelicals, all christians, non-believers.. everyone. But these 95
theses are especially directed to evangelicals. | define an evangelical as one attached to an evangelical
church, one who believes in the born-again experience, one attesting to the inerrancy of the Bible.

Theses is the plural of thesis. A thesis is a proposition or statement to be considered, discussed and
possibly disputed. Martin Luther wrote his famous ‘95 Theses" in 1517, a challenge to accepted religious
beliefs and practices of that day. Evangelicals consider him to be a hero of the faith.

My “95 Theses’, interesting to most and relevant to all, are my opinions regarding certain spiritual
matters for the reader’s consideration. This compilation of reflections and teachings is the result of 37
years of christianity, many of those years lived within evangelical influence. Hopefully they will stimulate
many conversations. Certainly there will be a response from several pulpits.

| divided my 95 theses, listed on the back pages of this book, into eleven sections.

| supposed there would be a dissenting reflex from many christian readers - Church affairs should
not be discussed publicly before the secular world! - and | hurriedly responded to this supposed
objection thus: Jesus proclaimed truth - the good and the ugly - before the religious society and the
secular. And: Obscurity corrodes the good; transparency reforms the defective.

And while writing | was sensitive to the majority of readers who had not received Christ as Lord and
Savior, and included such verses as John 3:16 and 17. | was confident my 95 Theses would be a draw
toward Christ's salvation, not an aversion. | addressed the last eight theses to “The Non-christian”.

On June 24" 2009, both The Daily Courier and the Capital News of Kelowna, B.C. printed and
distributed my 95 Theses. ANOTHER 95: Another 95 Theses For Another Reformation is an
amplification of each of the g5 theses.

THESIS # 1. Truth has never changed, and will never change.

Though many (most?) are most concerned with truths that don't matter much, spiritual truth is
relevant to all. It's that kind of truth this thesis is referencing.
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Truth can't change because it's unchangeable. The truth about God, man, angels, salvation, heaven
and hell, though beyond our ability to fully understand, is steadfast and immovable, more so than
that great rock man has named Gibraltar.

Everything tangible on planet earth is changing - teens evolve into adults, Mom will soon be
Grandma, the house across the street will look much different in a hundred years, trees grow,
flowers fade, iron rusts. And most intangibles are susceptible to change - determination dwindles,
love is fickle, faith fades, emotions bounce. But truth (that is, spiritual truth) is a foundation that can
be confidently built upon.

Truth will not fade, nor flee, nor blow away, nor self-destruct. It will be here in all our tomorrows in its
original state. Truth is as unchanging as God... because God is truth. Yes, as “God is love", so God is
truth. Our Father is truth, the Lord Jesus is truth, and “the Spirit of truth” is truth. As God cannot
change and become someone different than who He is, truth cannot change and become different
than what it is.

Even non-spiritual truth (if there is such a thing) changes not. A thousand years ago two plus two
equaled four; today two plus two equals four. Forever gravity will pull down, never up. Forever H2
plus O = water.

Truth is as it always was, and it will always be unchanging. Before we were, God was good; eons
from now God will be good. Truth is something everyone can build their lives upon. It will not
crumble, it will not devalue. Truth is not like the impregnable fortress that was conquered, nor like
the unsinkable ship that sunk, nor the unbeatable team soundly skunked. Mightier than lies, more
powerful than a tsunami, brighter than sunshine, truth will not go down.

This thesis - truth will never change - is solace for the thinking person. Forever we can find refuge in
the unfailing consistency of truth.
THESIS#2

Spiritual truth is available. God dispenses truth generously. We each have the amount of truth
desired; had we wanted more we would have more; had we wanted less we would have less.

The governor who asked our Jesus, "What is truth?" should have stayed around long enough for the
answer. (“When had said this, he went out again.”)

Lord Jesus is responsive to the seeker of truth. He taught truth, He preached truth, He prophesied
truth, He defended truth, He demonstrated truth, He exemplified truth, He was truth. But Pilate didn't
want truth, not sufficiently.

As His love and as His truth, God's generosity is an unfailing wonder. Previous to sending His Son to
preach truth, His love compelled Him to send prophets to proclaim His words, knowing most would
reject those life-giving words, knowing His sent-ones would encounter the wrath of the controllers.
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And before Lord Jesus ascended He commissioned the eleven to take spiritual truth to the nations,
and by His Spirit He has prepared and commissioned preachers to relay the wisdom and salvation of
our God to each and every generation. Yes, spiritual truth is available. Yes, God dispenses truth
generously.

Pilate obviously pondered that question - “What is truth?” - prior to his encounter with The Divine.
Pilate's problem is our problem: We want more, but we don't want more enough to get more than
what we have. Yes, we wanted more more than Pilate wanted more; the poor guy didn't have
sufficient truth to save him from eternal perdition, and we did. (A good time to say, “Thanks be to
God!!")

But when we get to that secure place we are now headed, oh how we will wish we had accepted
more of God's truth, and this includes those who have more than most. Understand that having truth
isn't knowing truth or understanding truth. Having truth is embracing known truth. It is truth we build
our lives upon, this by God's grace.

While we will regret truth ignored, we will rejoice over truth embraced. More truth, more rejoicing.
Less truth, less rejoicing. All will be eternally wealthy, but some wealthier than others. That's the way
it works.

Because we have been given “the Spirit of truth”, spiritual truth is as available as He is. This Sent-one
is eager to impart truth to sent-ones, to *he who has ears to hear”. But He is limited by our free will.
The closed heart gets nothing, the fearful heart and the divided heart get little, the receptive heart
gets some, the hungry heart gets more, and the desperate heart gets much.

We each have the amount of truth desired. Exactly.

THESIS#3

Resisting truth is resisting God, the giver of truth. Resisting truth hardens the heart and brings
alarming consequences.

Rejecting a gift is rejecting the gift giver. Truth is a gift and truth is free and truth is never harmful. Yet

the wide “highway to hell” (NLT) affirms that most reject God and truth leading to God.
Do born-again evangelicals on ‘the way that leads to life" also reject truth?

Perhaps it would be kinder to say evangelicals often resist truth that opposes traditional perspective.
And if pressed (which they should never be), they will change the subject rather than outright reject
Biblical truth.

But isn't this dishonest?

Yes.
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Every evangelical?

An evangelical, to remain an evangelical, must compromise. But before going further, let's define an
evangelical..

An evangelical is not an evangelical because he/she regularly attends an evangelical church. (Yet
most who do are.) Some attend because there is nowhere else to go, and it's lonely out there. These
faithful soldiers manage to protect their hearts from being overwhelmed by a system at variance
with The Word (the Bible). Perhaps it's fair to say a true evangelical is one intentionally blind to the
unpleasant realities of evangelicalism, one loyal to and spiritually attached to an evangelical church;
this would certainly include church members and tithers.

How does resisting truth harden the heart?

As surely as iron rusts, hearts harden. Both are natural phenomena down here. If iron is maintained, it
will not rust; if one's heart is maintained, it will not harden. Christ is the keeper of the christian's heart,
this only by his/her cooperation. Only Lord Jesus can keep the heart lithe and pliable. Resisting “the

Spirit of truth” who "will guide you into all truth” is resisting Christ. Not wise. Not healthy.

Does this prevent the evangelical from bearing fruit?
Prevent?... no. Hinder?.... definitely.

Evangelicals bear good fruit. Perhaps their yield in North America and elsewhere is greater than all
other christian groups combined, simply because of their number and because they are less bound
by tradition than mainline protestants. However, the evangelical rebellious to truths of The Word is
majorly handicapped. She is the tennis player with broken strings in her racquet. He's the guy
bouncing a partially deflated basketball. She's the customer served a tough steak with a dull knife,
He's the fellow in the boat trying to row with one oar.

But alarming consequences? Really?
Really.

Evangelicals rarely mention the upcoming “judgment seat of Christ" which will reveal the quality of
our earthly service, be it “gold, silver, precious stones” or “wood, hay, straw". Perhaps most intuitively
know that will not be a cheerful day, and simply avoid the subject. Eternal rewards that could have
been minus eternal rewards received will equal eternal losses. And resisting truth results in much
sadder repercussions..

Evangelicals, as every christian, affect others. We influence more than we think. We are walking,
breathing epistles preaching a message of one brand or another. We all affect the final tally of both
heaven and hell. “Gold, silver, precious stones” result in people being rescued; “wood, hay, straw”
result in people not being rescued.
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THESIS#4
Truth, when proclaimed, is powerful, much more so than untruth.

There is sad, there is very sad, and there is very, very sad. Very, very sad is the evangelical - that is,
the typical evangelical who has sentenced him/herself to an evangelical pew - having truth and not
proclaiming it.

Pews, though somewhat convenient and comfortable, reek with false, crippling inferences. In time
they will make a husband less of a husband, a father less of a father, a man and woman less than
half a disciple of Christ.

Pew people are the product of pulpit people. The few fashion the many. And the many have not
been fashioned to proclaim truth.

Pew people, when not in their pew, talk lots and say little. Someone has rightly observed we are
comforted by the sound of our own voice. Evangelical does not know he/she has been called and
commissioned to preach by no lesser than “the head of the church”. She contains more truth than
the proclaimer, John, the forerunner of Christ. He knows what the eleven knew. She understands the
gospel message. He is aware of the plight of the lost. Yet he/she is, mostly, silent. Very, very sad.

Untruth is also powerful, though much less so. Proclaimers of untruth - distortions, exaggerations,
misconceptions - far outnumber those of truth, and are less timid to preach their gospel. Truth
proclaimed is required to undo the effects of untruth proclaimed.

To be effective, truth must be said. To be more effective, truth must be said often. When truth and
untruth do battle, truth will be the victor. Because truth is the “two-edged sword".

‘Everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been
committed, of him they will ask the more.”

THESIS#5

Jesus proclaimed truth - the good and the ugly - before the religious society and the secular.
Withholding spiritual truth can be immoral.

When our Lord spoke publicly he wasn't concerned about who was in His audience. He let truth fly
unfettered, no apologies, no disclaimers. Those having “ears to hear" caught His life-giving words.
Those who hadn't were offended and critical. That's the way it was and the way it is. So be it.

Lord Jesus was not ‘seeker sensitive’; He was Father sensitive, speaking the words given Him by His
Sender. Truth is in agreement with the Holy Spirit, and the Spirit thoroughly anoints truth-words. The
Three ministered truth in unison.

The crowds were a mixture, including Roman soldiers who were everywhere, nervous controllers
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hoping to entrap the uncredentialed Teacher, many in need of physical healing, the curious, the
“poor in spirit”, both the meek and proud, the hungry and critical. He spoke truth to all because all
deserve truth, even those who would reject it. An anointed word of truth is a "two-edged sword" that
can cut down a misconception, the pet implement of our common enemy.

If nice people say only nice things, Lord Jesus wasn't nice. If sensitive people say only what doesn't
offend, our precious Lord was most insensitive. He spoke truth - the good and the ugly. He called
the “scribes and Pharisees” hypocrites because they were. He called Herod a fox because Herod
was a fox.

Withholding spiritual truth can be immoral, but not always. To be silent is sometimes sin and
sometimes wisdom. We have all been guilty of not saying what should be said, and saying what
shouldn't.

The evangelical way, it seems, is to offend no one, preserve the unity, be ‘christian’. If you don't
agree, insinuate you do. Discretion can be good, but too much of a good thing isn't. It's like a small
scoop of ice cream smothered in delicious, gooey sauce, enough to cover a large cake. Too much is
too much.

There is nothing wrong with, “I see it differently”, or “I| have another perspective”. If he disagrees,
don't love him less. Never argue. Do not waste your insights on unreasonable people.

We owe them the truth, those who don't have it. “Freely you have received, freely give." Do not
assume public preaching is for others only. Consider: Your prime example, the Lord Jesus, was a
public speaker.

Our religious population, this most definitely including born-again evangelicals, heeds serious
alignment by someone courageous to speak truth in a forthright manner. Many have to be set free
from their manipulators, stern and inflexible guardians of the way it is (See note.), so they can be free
to choose “the way, the truth, and the life" as their life.

To fulfill their commission, to “fight the good fight of faith”, to “bear much fruit", the saved must be
saved from misconceptions. To withhold truth for the sake of some or for fear of controllers of the
way it is, is immoral. To offend many for the sake of a few, even one, is just.

Note: The way it is is established tradition. The Way It Is is also a book (available free at
www.larryjones.ca). The expression the way it is is used intermittently throughout Another 95, and is
always italicized.

THESIS#6

Jesus wants His church to be transparent. Obscurity corrodes the good; transparency reforms
the defective.
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In the secular world obscurity corrodes. In the church obscurity corrodes.

In Canada, Members of Parliament blessed themselves with an exorbitant pension plan, better than
almost all taxpayers. Very few canadians know they pay six dollars for every MP's one dollar
contribution. (In the private sector the common rate is one-to-one.) Further, the guaranteed (!) profit
on the investment of their pension funds is more than ten percent per annum, resulting in an actual
cost of twenty-three dollars for the taxpayer for every dollar the politician pays. (See note # 1)

The ruling class, whoever and wherever, often provide themselves with extravagant benefits and
perks. They take better care of themselves than those they serve. Obscurity works well for them.

In Christ's church there is a ruling class; controllers, not the Lord Jesus, made it so.

Most churches, evangelical and othernwise, are divided into two groups which could be referred to as
the ministerial (or clergy) and the laity (laymen). (Or the controllers and the controlled. Or the
credentialed and the non-credentialed. Or the salaried and the unsalaried. Or the titled and the non-
titled.) These two groups could also be categorized as pulpit people and pew people.

In many stores there is a dark glass window whereby workers in the office can see you but you can't
see them. Behind that glass there's a lot of business happenings, decisions being made, and people
giving undetected oversight to shoppers, especially alert for shoplifters. Metaphorically, that same
glass separates pulpit people from pew people. It's easy for pulpit people to monitor the lives of
pew people, but difficult for pew people to observe pulpit people. This one-sided obscurity gives
leverage to those in leadership.

In a pastor-layman relationship leverage naturally tilts to the pastor. The pastor is significant, the
layman comparatively insignificant. (See note # 2) The layman comes to the pastor; the pastor
doesn't come to him. The pastor is the understanding father; the layman is the son in need of
validation. The one is practiced at managing people, the warm and generous teacher quite willing to
help his struggling pupil. The layman will often need the pastor's endorsement, the pastor doesn't
need his. Esteem and trust flow in one direction, patience and magnanimity the other. (See note # 3.

Because of the one-sided obscurity, and because of the unhealthy, lopsided (and non-Scriptural)
relationship between pulpit people and pew people, there is constant danger of abuse. Shepherds
can (and often do) fleece the naive sheep unnoticed. Yes, unnoticed. It is not uncommon for a
congregation of mostly five-figure annual wage earners to unknowingly pay the pulpit people a six-
figure salary.

If pew people were given special glasses to see through that darkened window, they would be
surprised (shocked?) to know ‘they' are no more spiritual that ‘us’. Sure, they have heard of the
occasional pastor falling into adultery, but they have no idea just how frequent adultery (etcetera)
occurs among the licensed and titled (perhaps equal to that of the non-licensed and non-titled).
Emotional breakdown among pulpit people is more common than most are aware. As is
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dysfunctional family life, divorce, addiction to drugs and alcohol and pornography. As is jealousy and
resentment and unforgiveness. As is loneliness and discouragement and unbelief. As is competition
for larger congregations.

Those in leadership are more knowledgeable of the Bible, but not necessarily more faithful to Christ.
In unison they protect and fortify another way. (No serious student of The Word would conclude that
evangelicalism is in harmony with New Testament writings.) In unison they hide behind that dark
glass, pretending all is better than it is. In unison they maneuver pew people into submission to their
denominational/ecclesiastical lords, and away from the lordship of Jesus. In a dispute, leadership
often puts the welfare of fellow shepherds above that of the sheep - while other shepherds say and
do nothing. (See note # 4.)

There are Scripture verses frozen in fuzziness because pulpit people avoid them. When is the last
time you heard, “Freely you have received, freely give"? Subjects such as tithing should be revisited,
this time hearing from both sides of the argument, not only from those depending on the tithe for
their salary.

There has always been a remedy for dysfunctional evangelicalism: transparency.

Transparency verses obscurity... it's a grave matter. Obscurity assures abuse. Which hinders the Holy
Spirit. Which lessens the power of any church. Which (please get this) results in heaven being less
populated.

Transparency assures little or no abuse. Which unfetters the Holy Spirit. Which keeps the church
strong. Which (please get this) results in heaven being more populated.

Note # 1. This information supplied by the Canadian Taxpayers Federation

Note # 2: | asked a friend if he remembered playing badminton with me about thirty years ago, a
one-time occasion; understandably he didn't. | then asked if he remembers playing badminton with
the pastor of our church previous to playing with me, also a one-time occasion; he did.

Note # 3: Please pardon the needful generalities.

Note # 4: Many righteous, unselfish men and women are pulpit people. But the same is true of pew
people. After some contemplation, | made a list of the top twenty people who | have known
personally over four decades of christianity, whose spirituality | most admired. Of the twenty, four
are licensed.

THESIS#7

Christ commissioned His church to proclaim the truth about Himself and the salvation He
provides.

It is not wrong to ask the obvious question: Is Christ's church proclaiming “Jesus Christ and Him
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crucified" in a manner that could be considered adequate?

Lord Jesus, our prime example, was “gentle and lowly in heart”, and yet He asked questions. He
challenged. He corrected. Being humble is not being agreeable for the sake of being agreeable. Not
only is that distasteful, but possibly nothing less than disloyalty to “the head of the church”.

Responsible sons and daughters of the living God are not get-along people. While something is
wrong with the one who can't get along with anyone, there is likewise something amiss with the one
compatible to everybody. Lack of conflict could indicate lack of conviction. And lack of courage.

95 Theses was written for the purpose of reformation of His church, and such a question (top
paragraph) needs to be asked. Reformation is reforming the heart and mind, where necessary,
bringing both into alignment to The Word and will and dictates of God the Father, His Son and our
Savior, and the most Holy Spirit. The otherwise, the way it is remaining the way it is, is unacceptable
to the responsible, thinking son/daughter concerned with Christ's Great Commission to His church.

So, regarding the Great Commission, just how is the way it is?

To know, look around. It's okay to look around. Martin Luther looked around. Responsible christians
look around, comparing what they see and hear to The Word. Take note. What do you see His
church doing? What do you hear His church saying?

To know evangelicalism, simply peek into the life of Typical Evangelical.

Excluding the twenty-two minutes of praise and worship before the collection of ‘tithes and
offerings’, and excluding the ‘In Jesus name. Amen' at the end of grace before supper and other
prayers, it is possible (likely?) Typical Evangelical will not speak The Name in an entire day. In an
entire week. And yes, in an entire month. Even though he/she associates with fellow evangelicals
mostly. (See note))

Evangelicals, you may observe, are God people. Paul and John and Peter were God people and
Christ people. Evangelicals are not ashamed of God; the three were not ashamed of Christ. We are
not commissioned to preach God; we are commissioned to preach “Jesus Christ and Him crucified".
Jesus preached Jesus mostly. The three (etcetera) preached Jesus mostly. Today's pulpiteer
preaches God mostly, dutifully throwing in a little Jesus.

When looking around, pay attention to the subjects that fascinate christians. It's this and that and
whatever and whoever. It's church happenings and church politics and church leaders and church
doctrine. It's the apostolic movement, the prophetic movement, the charismatic movement, the
whatever movement. It's about doing and going and prospering and hoping. It's about issues and
problems and solutions and opinions. But it's not, primarily, about Him. No, not at all. The
commissioned are talkative, but the subject isn't “Jesus Christ and Him crucified". Christ's
commission is nhot an urgency.
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Evangelicalism is certainly not a Christ-less christianity, but neither is it a Christ-centered christianity.
It's somewhere in between. Thankfully “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” is preached within
evangelicalism, perhaps more than other christian factions. And thankfully evangelicalism does
evangelize. There is a beep on the heart monitor. And yet evangelicalism is a poor investment, of
finances and energy, for those wanting a reasonable return.

You have heard it said, “We are the church." That being so, you are the church. And thesis # 7 should
be taken very seriously. Please read it again. And again. Because the job just isn't getting done, not
satisfactorily, not comprehensively, not with determined effort.

The lost are rescued by preaching to the lost. And the lost are rescued by preaching to the church.
As a Christ-centered man will surely reproduce, a Christ-centered church will surely reproduce.

You can turn the attention of Christ's church unto Christ by simply talking Christ. Expressions of
gratitude and awe unto your Sin-bearer will do much, and preaching “Jesus Christ and Him crucified”
will do more... be it over coffee, over the phone, over the neighbor's fence, or over a pulpit. You can
make use of e-mail or snail-mail (postal), the internet social hetworking, your own website, the local
newspaper, tracts, whatever (as, and only as, the Holy Spirit directs).

Note: This doesn't include new converts; evangelicalism requires time to replace the lordship of
Christ with the lordship of itself. And it doesn't include non-evangelicals attending evangelical
services.

THESIS#8
Evangelicals have always declared Scripture, the original writings, to be true.
The Bible is true because “all Scripture is given by inspiration of God".

Several books have been written to convince the reasonable that the Bible, the original writings, is
indeed accurate and divine. One such book is “Evidence That Demands a Verdict” by Josh McDowell.

McDowell, when a college student, didn't like most christians. (*I thought that if a Christian had a
brain cell, it would die of loneliness.") He considered the christian claim, that the Bible is God's
infallible word to man, ludicrous, and being a dutiful skeptic he studied the Bible for ammunition to
humiliate the christian claiming this book deserved special status. But the skeptic was in for a major
setback, a gratifying setback leading to his conversion to the Lord Jesus. His ardent studies
eventually resulted in the mentioned book, a rather thickish book because of the extensive
compilation of evidence. Reading McDowell's insights and stack of evidence will warm and
strengthen the christian's heart.

Truth gets into us two ways, through the intellect and by the “Spirit of truth”. Finding truth by the
Spirit is like searching for a heater in a dark room - the closer you get the warmer it feels. Those
wanting truth sufficiently will find truth because the “Spirit of truth” is wanting to impart truth. Many
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have been converted to our precious Savior after hearing the simple gospel; it just felt right.

The many truths contained in the Bible, though equally true, are not equally relevant. Mark records
‘one of the rulers of the synagogue... Jairus by name" begged Jesus, “My little daughter lies at the
point of death. Come and lay Your hands on her that she may be healed." Mark further records
someone telling Jairus, “Your daughter is dead." Jesus said to the distraught dad, “Do not be afraid;
only believe." And Jesus, accompanied by “Peter, James, and John", went to Jairus' house and told
‘those who wept and wailed loudly” that the “child is not dead, but sleeping”. "And they laughed Him
to scorn.” “Then He took the child by the hand, and said to her... ‘Little girl, | say to you, arise.’

Immediately the girl arose and walked, for she was twelve years of age.”

This account contains many truths: a man by the name of Jairus had a twelve-year-old daughter...
Jairus was a religious ruler... the daughter was critically sick and died... Peter and James and John
accompanied Jesus to Jairus' house... there was a crowd of mourners who ridiculed Jesus. All these
truths, though fully true, were much less significant and relevant than the truth “the girl arose” from
death.

There is a subject in the Bible of primary relevance, and given primary attention. What is that
dominant subject... ?

Obviously, thou thinkest, the primary subject of the Bible is God... omniscient, omnipotent, eternal,
merciful, loving God. Not so.

Perhaps then, thou thinkest again, the primary subject is man... created by God “in Our image,
according to Our likeness”, an account of fallen and sinful man in major crisis. Not so again.

The primary subject (the prime truth) of our Bible is not Him, God, nor him, man, but them, God and
man.

The preeminent theme of Scripture is the relationship between Creator and His special creation. It's a
beautiful story that turns into a sad story. For some, the story turns beautiful again. But not all, not
most.

The story begins, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness'... resulting in Adam.
Adam was more than a zookeeper's pet, he was the apple of God's eye. They communicated,
fellowshipped, shared. It was a rich relationship. God and man very together, very satisfied. It was a
trust relationship, founded on mutual trust; God trusted the man, and the man trusted his God.

And then, “It is not good for man to be alone"... resulting in Eve. Eve was planet earth's first idol (an
idol being first love), first of thousands. Idols of various types were always a curse to Adam's
offspring, making an idol of things that breathe and things that don't.

That Eve was indeed an idol is proven by the fact that, squeezed to choose between God and God's
blessing, Adam chose Eve. Yes, he dearly loved God, but he also dearly loved his “bone of my bones
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and flesh of my flesh”; wife was lovely, and wife was keen, and wife was sensuous. Jesus taught we
love the one we obey. ("He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me.")

And so relationship was severed. Trust, the foundation of healthy relationships, was seriously
damaged. God and man were now disconnected, un-connected. Sin, while seriously damaging
man's love for God, never affected God's love for man. Because God “hates divorce”, restoration of
relationship was (and is) imperative. Pursuit of man began immediately, this without coercion, always
honoring the free will that is a key element of God's design of man.

So the Old and New Testaments contain true accounts of pursuit, Creator constantly pursuing His
creation, and the occasional creation (heroes of the faith) pursuing his/her Maker.

The highly relevant truth that God is now pursuing us through Christ and Christ is now pursuing us
through His most Holy Spirit, the truth that God covets the trust relationship originally intended - yes,
nothing less than an intimate Father-son/Father-daughter relationship - should motivate us to
reciprocate with passion and gratitude.

THESIS#9

The Bible claims itself to be God's written word, fully true. David: The words of the Lord are pure
words, like silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. (Ps.12:6)

Silver was heated over hot flames “in a furnace of earth” to burn off impurities, and after seven such
treatments the silver was purified. David considered “the words of the Lord" to be equally pure.

Only the Lord's words are infallible words. Christ's saints often package His truths in their own words,
and when such words do not conflict with His truths they are equally pure. But...

But christians are simply incapable of consistently expressing truth accurately. Evidence of this sad
reality abounds...

Tithing is a good example.

Though the Bible never teaches or encourages the New Covenant believer to tithe, and though
there is ample evidence within New Testament writings to indicate tithing is contrary to the heart of
our God, many expounders within evangelicalism vigorously espouse the tithe. A non-tither in most
evangelical churches is tolerated, not embraced, and chances of him/her advancing into a place of
influence are slim to none.

If tithing really is just plain wrong, the insistence by many writers (over the centuries!) is proof that
man's words are often in opposition to God's words. (See note # 1.

Tithing is but one in a long list of subjects of disagreement within evangelicalism. In a room of a
hundred learned writers none would find agreement on all issues with the other ninety-nine,
because...
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Because unlike the Lord Jesus, and unlike Adam and Eve before sin, and unlike angels, and unlike all
heaven's inhabitants, christians are partial.

Book writers, it seems, usually write within acceptable boundaries (a reason why more do not decry
the evangelical tithing mandate and many etceteras so harmful to Christ's church). Boundaries - set
by denominations, local churches, friends, colleagues, spouses, etcetera - are unwritten, but real. A
man writes with pen in hand and fences in mind. Being accepted trumps being true. Like every
believer, writers can be infected with a fear of man that keeps them in line with the way it is.
Christians, with very few exceptions, really are partial.

Francis Asbury, a circuit rider during the American Revolution, requested permission from John
Wesley (the famous writer/preacher) to baptize his new converts because the war prevented a
Wesley representative from travelling from England to the United States. Permission was denied. If
Asbury were impartial, he would simply have investigated New Testament writings and determined
that all believers are equally free to baptize. But no, the converts to Christ were denied water
baptism.

Christians of all generations have a history of partiality. (See note # 2.) Having heroes (and lords) can
engender partiality, giving more consideration to the insights of some than others.

The one who is partial is not led by the Holy Spirit, not fully, perhaps not primarily.

The best of books are not flawless because writers are flawed. Only a pure heart can write a pure
book. Book writers are purveyors of both truth and untruth. As cargo travels from province to
province by way of the train, untruth travels through sequential generations via books. (That's why
today, for example, a christian with cancer is so infected because of the sovereignty of God!)

To be fully managed by the Holy Spirit (who “will guide you into all truth”) one must be firmly
attached to (fully devoted to) the Lord Jesus Christ. The characteristic dearth of “Jesus Christ and
Him crucified” in writers' material indicates poverty of relationship between Lord Jesus and writers.

Christianity would be healthier if most books in your favorite christian bookstore were never written,
though all contain degrees of truth and relevance. Don't be beguiled; a book can declare many
truths and yet be a false teaching. Anything ‘christian’ that is acceptable in non-christian circles
probably isn't. Many books ignore, even negate, Christ and His Calvary, preaching instead the world's
cures... sprinkled with a few Bible verses to give credibility.

And yet it would certainly be unwise to disregard all books (a mistake akin to avoiding all preachers).
The Lord Jesus Christ gave us the apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher, who often
communicate via books, “for the equipping of the saints for the work of the ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God,
to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be
children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine”. (Ephesians, chapter 4)
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Perhaps every book, the Bible the only exception, is a mixture of truth and less-than-truth. We would
be wise to seek the Holy Spirit while choosing reading material, and be cognizant that all books of all
generations were built by frail men, themselves influenced by frail men. We enter a book, not alone,
but with “the Teacher”, the Lord Jesus. We must develop “ears to hear” what “the Spirit of the Lord"
Jesus is saying to us.

There is in our possession a book of truth. Truth is valuable, and The Word should be considered a
treasure. The Bible is God's compilation of “pure words, like silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified
seven times”. It is God's word - infallible, creative, living, authentic, prosperous, awesome,
praiseworthy, colorful, convicting, honest, redemptive, immovable, uncompromising, eternal,
complete, changeless, sharp, inspirational, sure, lively, warm, protective, sincere, powerful, faithful,
knowledgeable, just, holy, satisfying, joyous, life-giving, secure, effective, wise, medicinal, pure,
fruitful, prophetic, indestructible and divine. (See note # 3.

Note # 1. Reading Financing the Great Commission, chapters two and three, available at larryjones.ca
will convince most that tithing is not a New Covenant requirement.

Note # 2. Francis Asbury: God's circuit Rider, by Charles Ludwig.

Note # 3: This last sentence is a quote from A Catholic No More (available at larryjones.ca).

THESIS#10

Jesus often quoted the Old Testament; His quotations are His endorsement. Jesus appealed to
Scripture to prove Himself to be the long awaited Messiah (“The Scriptures.... testify of Me."); this
appeal is His endorsement. Scripture is as true as Jesus is true.

Jesus was the only true person since the fall. You are not true, | am not true, nor are he or she or
they. Being true is speaking truth (this in reference to spiritual truth) consistently and accurately, with
no impurities to debase.

Our Lord Jesus alone occupied this place of purity of expression.
The rest of us are not there and won't be there until we're up there.

We are not true, nor are we honest (we do not speak inconvenient truths). We tend to boast our
strengths instead of confessing our weaknesses. We know we appear to be what we are not, and we
like it that way, no reason to correct their misconception. So we mask our venerable masks before
walking out the door.

And what we do individually we do corporately.

Together we pretend. The congregation hides from outsiders its internal conflicts and dearth of
spirituality. And denominations? A denomination is but a gigantic, political conglomerate of
congregations. Graduates entering leadership make an unspoken pact with their lords to protect the
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way it is; their religious ambitions will never be fulfilled without the endorsement of those who
molded them.

There is a dishonesty that weaves throughout evangelicalism, touching all parts. If all, even some,
‘Reverends' were candid, Another 95 would never have been required.

Appearance is a god of the world and a god of christianity. How we appear to be, individually and
corporately, is more paramount than what we are. But reality exhorts us, "All have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God.” (There is no need for self-reprimanding... falling short is to be expected; it's
simply what we do.)

But not so our Christ.

Jesus Christ was the “lamb without blemish and without spot”; if He were less His sacrifice of Himself
would have been insufficient. A “lamb without blemish" speaks truth only. In “our great God and
savior Jesus Christ" there was no impurity of deed or word. He said plainly, “I am... the truth”.

Not only was (is) Lord Jesus true, he was honest. No pretence. No mask. No double standard. No
political correctness, often saying what His friends and enemies didn't want to hear. He took on the
way it is. He called the hypocrites hypocrites and thieves thieves.

If we believe the words of “the truth" are true, we will be sufficiently impacted by Thesis # 10. “The
truth” would never publicly read from, and thereby endorse, an Old Testament book that was not
truthful..

Luke 4:17- 21. And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book,
He found the place where it was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has
sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives and recovery of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”

Then He closed the book and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were
in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in
your hearing.”

Lord Jesus thus certified the book of Isaiah. It's as if He declared, ‘| certify as true this book!"

But how can a book written by a mere man be true? The answer is found in 2 Timothy 3:16: All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God.

Our Lord also quoted from Exodus, Deuteronomy, Psalms, Jeremiah, Daniel, Hosea, Micah,
Zechariah, and Malachi, likewise confirming these nine books.

Our Jesus endorsed several other Old Testament books by simply referencing them. He spoke of
Sodom and Gomorrah found in Genesis, circumcision - as God instructed Moses in Leviticus, the




Larry Jones Another Ninety-Five

Start a house church https://larryjones.ca/another-ninety-five/

‘serpent in the wilderness” in Numbers, David eating “the showbread” in 1 Samuel, Elijah's widow in 1
Kings, Naaman the leper in 2 Kings, and “the sign of Jonah" in the book of Jonah.

Also, New Testament writers, most being Christ's apostles, often quoted from or referenced Old
Testament books, further authenticating them. Of the thirty-nine ‘Old’ books, almost all were
referenced by either Lord Jesus or ‘New' writers.

And now the New Testament.
Are New Testament writings equally true and reliable? “Come now, and let us reason together”...

The church has for many centuries discerned the New Testament to be equal to the Old in trueness
and reliability.

Deuteronomy 7:6: For you are a holy people to the Lord your God, and the Lord your God has chosen
you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples who are on the face of the
earth.

God gave His "holy people” the Old Testament.
1 Peter 2:9: You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people.

That's us. It seems reasonable that God would give His church, His equally “holy people”, His equally
‘special treasure”, a new testament. The Old was centered on the coming Christ; a New was required
to pronounce and accentuate the arrived Christ.

As the first "holy people” correctly discerned the trueness of the Old thirty-nine books, it is
reasonable to assume God's equally "holy people” (the church), could rightly discern the trueness of
the New twenty-seven books. They got it right and so did we.

The New is in agreement with the Old. Much of what was prophesied in the Old has been fulfilled
and recorded in the New - such as: Christ's virgin birth, the town of His birth, His flight to Egypt when
a Babe, His years in Nazareth, John His forerunner proclaiming “prepare the way of the Lord", His
healing miracles, His betrayal for thirty pieces of silver, the casting of lots for His clothes, offering
Him vinegar on the cross, His burial with the rich, and His ascending into heaven. (Other prophecies,
many regarding Christ's return to earth, are yet to be fulfilled.)

When Jesus said, “The Scriptures... testify of Me", He was speaking of, and inadvertently endorsing,
the Old, all thirty-nine books. Would He today similarly endorse the twenty-seven books of the New
Testament, since they, too, testify of Him in the same manner? Millions worldwide - from every
nation and culture, and from every day of every decade of every century since Calvary - who
experienced a born-again transformation of their lives after hearing the simple New Testament
gospel would undoubtedly agree their Christ would likewise endorse the New Testament.

THESIS#11
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Jesus taught the life built upon His words will be successful. And Jesus taught the life not built
upon His words will be disastrous. (Mt.7:24-27) Solomon: He who despises the word will be
destroyed. (Pr.13:13)

Matthew 7:24-27: “Whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, | will liken him to a wise man
who built his house on the rock:

‘and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, and it did not
fall, for it was founded on the rock.

‘Now everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who
built his house on the sand:

‘and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And
great was its fall”

An evangelical is “a wise man who his house on the rock". And an evangelical is “a foolish man who
his house on the sand”. In some ways he is wise, in other ways he is foolish. He will be rewarded for
his wisdom and “suffer loss" for his foolishness because...

As “the floods came”, so “the judgment seat of Christ" is coming.

The guy who thought the flood would never come, who figured he could save money by building on
sand instead of digging down to the rock, was wrong. Floods come eventually and unexpectedly.
We take turns having “times of trouble”.

Evangelicals avoid, mostly, the subject of our impending judgment whereby our obedience will earn
us rewards, eternal rewards, and our disobedience will result in loss, eternal loss. Nervous
evangelicals no more want to hear of the approaching “that Day" than the nervous builder wants to
hear about a flood.

Like the catholic who builds, mostly, on the sand of tradition, the evangelical likewise builds, in part,
on that same sand. Both proclaim infallibility of the Bible, but neither give full allegiance. The
catholic knows the Lord Jesus instructed, “Call no man father”, and the evangelical can easily
deduce that if people had called religious overlords ‘Pastor’ instead of ‘Father’, Christ would have
likewise forbidden it.

To understand the evangelical heart the reader must accept a very inconvenient reality: on many
issues, it just doesn't matter what the Bible says!

Again: On many issues, it just doesn't matter what the Bible says!

When Bible and traditions collide, and the evangelical is forced to choose, often (usually?) he will set
his loyalty upon traditional position rather than The Word. That's why he will continue to call the man,
‘Pastor’. He accepts a temporary reward - the endorsement of man - and suffers eternal loss.
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It just doesn't matter what the Bible says! is a strong statement. Perhaps an overstatement?
Perhaps not.
Let's step back, way back, where we can get an overall perspective of evangelicalism...

Evangelicalism consists of thousands of denominations (and affiliations), some birthed centuries ago,
others recently. All have one thing in common: Each is right in its own estimation.

But none are ‘right’, though each contains much truth. All are both right and wrong. Their
disagreements cause them to look upon each other with suspicion. Not one denomination has been
built entirely on the rock of Christ's sayings. The construction of any and every denomination
requires much adding to and subtracting from New Testament writings. To fulfill their religious
ambitions, the builders of big must compromise The Word and convince many to embrace their
ambitions.

If the evangelical would visit the catholic church down the street it might bring some clarity to his
own religious predicament. Might help her see herself. Might set him free.

Seeing the lady lighting a candle before the statue of the ‘Blessed Virgin Mary' could help her see
every person can be sincerely wrong. Watching all those people receive God's salvation in the form
of a wafer might help him realize millions can error in unity. The purposeful externals - statues,
vestments, rituals, and many etceteras - could make her realize the effective externals of
evangelicalism - titles, the suit-and-tie, the pulpit, and many etceteras. Witnessing such an
abundance of religiosity could help him see the nasty abundance in his own heart. Discerning the
catholic heart that places tradition above the Bible could make it easier for her to see the
evangelical heart.

Catholicism should convince us that being universal and being historical and being numerous and
being powerful and being influential and being endorsed doesn't make wrong right, invalid valid, un-
Godly Godly.

So this is one global perspective of evangelicalism: thousands of conflicting evangelical
denominations worldwide, each controlling between a few and many evangelical churches, and
each church influencing many evangelicals. Each and every evangelical is influenced to build
his/her christianity upon both rock and sand, the sayings of Lord Jesus Christ and conflicting
sayings.

It may be troubling for some to think the Lord Jesus did not build their beloved
denomination/affiliation, but even more troubling to think He did.

Evangelicalism is built upon traditions of sand. There is no Bible precedent for a salaried pastor, nor
a board of elders (or board of whatever). Elders, yes; board of elders, no. There is ho precedent for
denominations with its regional and national directors, its general secretary or superintendent (or
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whatever).
And all are unnecessary.

We must learn: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man”, for such a man is no longer trusting
exclusively in Lord Jesus.

In many ways does the evangelical choose tradition over the Bible, as Another 95 establishes. Yet
there is an obvious alternative to disobedience... obedience.

For the house owner to raise his house, dig down to the rock and build a proper foundation would
be expensive and time-consuming. But it would take only a few minutes for an evangelical (etcetera)
to shift his/her life from the sand of tradition onto the rock of Christ's sayings (which includes all
Scripture). And it wouldn't cost a nickel.

The first step would be repentance, apologizing to the *head of the church” for betrayal. Repentance
is hard, but necessary. The next step would be a recommitment to Lord Jesus Christ, and receiving
the fullness of Him in a more serious and sincere manner than ever before. And last, making a full
commitment to the Bible, perhaps signing the last page to help seal that commitment. That's it.

Oops! Did | say it wouldn't cost a nickel? Actually, it will cost much, much more than that...
2 Timothy 3:12: All who desire to live Godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

That's a promise. The reason more christians aren't suffering persecution must be because few ‘live
Godly in Christ Jesus’, living in submission to The Word alone. Perhaps evangelicals have learned too
well the skill of getting along, keeping in step, walking in unity, being a team player.

Commitment to “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” and commitment to His Bible will certainly bring
complications. Their warmth will turn to a chill. How dare you refuse to bend your knee to their lords!

And the pulpit guy relocating from sand to rock will lose his job.

Ah, but the rewards! Eternal rewards! The judgment seat of Christ will be a celebration instead of a
time of regret and embarrassment.

THESIS#12

Christians are equally free and responsible to preach Bible truths to “the world” and to each
other.

If you can accept that the way it is within traditional religions is not God's contrivance, and....

If you can accept that the way it is within evangelicalism is not God's contrivance, then perhaps...

Perhaps you can accept the way it is in your life is not necessarily, not entirely, God's contrivance.
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In some truths you have been properly instructed. You have been taught you are justified by the
precious and innocent blood of “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world", and indeed
you are justified, as if you have never sinned. And it has been explained and sufficiently emphasized
you are sanctified unto our God by faith in Jesus Christ, and so you are. And you have been taught
you are an actual son/daughter of “our Father in heaven®, and that is a blessed truth.

But perhaps you have not been taught you are called to be a preacher.

You are called to preach “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” to the secular world and to the church. You
may not have the same degree of anointing as Peter and John and Paul (or perhaps you do), but you
are called to preach nonetheless. And the anointing will increase with faithfulness.

Perhaps you think the way it is is the way it should be, or else it wouldn't be that way. You assume
evangelicalism is the way it is because God somehow fashioned it to be so. And the pulpit guy is the
pulpit guy because our Lord Jesus determined him to be the pulpit guy. Such is a distortion of the
sovereignty of God, passed on to you, perhaps inadvertently and perhaps non-verbally, by pulpit
guys.

Understandably, you reason, if the "*head of the church” made him the pulpit guy, He likewise made
you the pew guy. And we all know pew guys are not preachers, right?

1 Thessalonians 1. 8 From you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and
Achaia, but also in every place.

“The word of the Lord has sounded forth"” from “the church of the Thessalonians”, seemingly from all
of them, certainly not just a few. Hmmm. Seems they were all preachers.

In your Bible is the phrase “one another”, repeated several times. You have heard the preacher say,
‘Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you."
And perhaps you have heard him exhort, “Be kindly affectionate to one another in brotherly love, in
honor giving preference to one another." And, “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another.”

But rarely does the pulpit guy quote the verse, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another." Or, “As each one has received a gift, minister it to
one another, as good stewards.” Or, “Not forsaking the assembly of ourselves together... but exhorting
one another.”

Ephesians 4:12: for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ.

‘Saints” do “the work of ministry” and edify “the body of Christ". And you are a saint by virtue of The
Sacrifice.

Ephesians 4:16 (NLT): He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special
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WOrR, it helps the other parts grow, so the whole body is healthy and growing.

You are one of many parts, helping “the other parts grow". “The other parts” grow the same as we all
grow, by the ministry of The Word. Lord Jesus Christ would have us minister to “one another”. “Each
part” is called to preach to “each part”. That's God's way.

So how does one change from a non-preacher to a preacher?
Two plans for your consideration, Plan A and Plan B...
Plan A:

Apply to the most prominent bible college, even if this means leaving home for a time; the more
prominent the school, the more impressive the credential; the more impressive your credential, the
more likelihood of some day landing a good-paying position within evangelicalism.

You will need the endorsement of your pastor, not only to be accepted in bible college, but
whenever and wherever you apply for a position. This endorsement is a heedful key to success. So
more than being respectful to the pastor, be enthused; any salesman will tell you enthusiasm sells.
Let him know you are a loyal subordinate, eager to serve. Volunteer as much as possible. Do not
under any circumstance express a doctrinal difference of opinion. Call him “Pastor” at all public
gatherings. Better yet, call him "Pastor” at all times; he will like that. Hopefully, all this will result in a
flowery recommendation that will prove useful over your career.,

When at bible school cooperate, agree, and volunteer. And smile lots; a perpetual smile will
enhance your career considerably. Compete for the highest marks; competition is hefty, especially
for the better positions. Send out a resume prior to graduation, always including the endorsement of
your pastor and endorsements of college staff. (Get as many as possible and choose the most
complimentary.)

Be willing to accept a less-than-desirable position to start, but always be alert for a better opening.
Continually send updates on your resumes; don't let them forget you're still around. Work hard at
improving your pulpit presence. Watch lots of videos of successful television ministers, noting their
confidence and authoritative manner. Let your messages be a blend of humor and gravity. And
practice preaching at home; preach to anything that moves and anything that doesn't.

Because of your investment of time and money, you will eventually get your pulpit. You will have an
audience. You will be influential. But now you must protect what you have earned, and a little
compromise may be needful. Be politically correct whenever possible; don't risk your career over
trifle matters. Avoid issues of debate and stay within denominational guidelines. (If you are
sufficiently sensitive to your denominational lords you may be one someday.) And again, lots of
enthusiasm and lots of smiles.

Plan B:
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The key to Plan B is found within 2 Corinthians 11:3 (NIV): But | am afraid that just as Eve was deceived
by the serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion
to Christ.

Now focus on these words: your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.

If these seven words get deep into your understanding... and your heart... and your memory... your
entire christianity will be a success, certainly including your preaching ministry.

Spend much time Christ-gazing. Instead of talking to yourself, talk to Him. Consider and reconsider
and reconsider again His words. Convince Him you want Him above every and all. (If this advice
sounds simple, it's because it is. If it sounds easy, it isn't. It really isn't.)

If you develop a “sincere and pure devotion to Christ" Christ will coze out of you. You will preach
with conviction your First Love, “Jesus Christ and Him crucified”.

The Lord Jesus Christ, “the lord of the harvest”, will use you. How and when and where are His
concern. Your place is to be prepared and attentive.

Have a cache of Scripture verses in your memory bank, and let the Holy Spirit bring them out. It's
most important to have a right relationship with the Holy Spirit; He is the governor, you are the
governed; He is the evangelist, you are His spokesperson. Be on standby with an attitude of
expectation and readiness.

Check your heart to make sure it is Lord Jesus you serve and endeavor to please, and not any man.
A healthy relationship with “the brethren” will be the fruit of a healthy relationship with your Christ.
You seek His companionship, His ways, His will, His heart, His wisdom, His understanding, His
lordship, His approval, His direction.

THESIS#13

Each is responsible to evaluate customs and teachings by Bible standards. The person, group or
organization one refuses to examine by Bible standards are idols.

If you could somehow go church hopping throughout evangelical church history, visiting local
churches in different countries and different ages, you would see mistakes of various magnitude
rooted in evangelicalism. Some of those blunders could be categorized as trifle, but many as
severely damaging.

Your church hopping would reveal an assortment of comical evangelical peculiarities: preposterous
buildings, ‘bishops’ wearing funny vestments, men on one side of the church and women on the
other, evangelicals shunning cars and choosing the horse and buggy, women in head coverings, and
many etceteras.

And then there are some not-so-comical traits: forbiddance of preaching outside church buildings,
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evangelicals giving homage to evangelicals, outlawing preaching by non-ordained laity, leadership
usurping authority of the dad as head of the family, a glut of intellectualism, forbidding speaking in
tongues and prophesying, ‘apostolic succession’, liturgical services, and many etceteras.

You could find yourself in an 18" century congregation that believes God preordains some to go to
heaven and all others to go to hell, regardless of their choices. God was the invisible manipulator,
and each person the puppet on His strings with no ability to resist His will. (Calvinism is still alive and
well in some quarters of evangelicalism.)

In every era evangelicals have coerced evangelicals to compromise their dependence on Christ
alone. Controllers have convinced the controlled to pay them homage (and pay them a salary). They
imply, You need our God-given discernment, you can't do christianity without our shepherding. Blah,
blah, blah.

A shipwrecked evangelical washed ashore on an uninhabited tropical island with only his Bible
would spiritually prosper, more so than the evangelical pew and pulpit person. Christ really is
sufficient. We have become so unnecessarily complex.

Lord Jesus: Whoever does not receive the Ringdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.
(Luke 18:17)

Children are tricky people. For them, entrance into the kingdom comes easier than for adults. Kids
are heart people; adults are head people. Since we became “sons of the kingdom" by becoming
childlike, it should be obvious remaining childlike will bring further benefits.

In christianity, simplicity works.

An elderly circuit rider, way back in the 18th century, asked a young man...
‘Are you a slave?”

‘No, Suh. Used to be. Mastah freed me.”

“Where were you born?"

‘Fayetteville, North Carolina.”

‘Do you like to preach?”

*Yes, Suh. God called me to preach and that's what | does!”

‘Study a lot?"

“No, Suh! Ain't never learned to read. But | prays a lot!”

The young man soon became more popular than the elderly gentleman. (See note # 1)
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Another story:

Samuel Morris (1872-1893), a black teen, escaped cruel tribal enemies in the western forest of the
lvory Coast. After conversion to the Lord Jesus in a missionary camp Samuel worked his passage to
New York. Before arrival of the ship into New York harbor the cruel captain and most of the
renegade crew were converted to Christ. (See note # 2.)

In christianity, simplicity works.

There is no need for evangelical oversight. Don't need the reverends, the bishops, the
superintendents, the board of elders, the buildings, the crowds. Didn't need them when Christ
walked among men and don't need them now. No need to be grounded in most of the issues
christian intellectuals use to impressive each other. We only need to be knit to our Lord Jesus Christ
and to a few brothers and sisters of like mind. Yes, we make mistakes, but so do the reverends; they
have proved that sufficiently. Leaning on them is evidence of not leaning on Him, the Lord Jesus.

Sitting in an evangelical pew somewhere in history, you might conclude all those pew and pulpit
guys are victims of their spiritual times, misguided innocents.

Not so. Not so yesterday, not so today.
Lord Jesus: But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth.
Lord Jesus: He dwells with you and will be in you.

No person submissive to the governance of the Holy Spirit will walk into error. We are misguided
when we ‘turn off' the Holy Spirit. To our harm we switch channels. Most have been guilty of man-
gazing, which leads to man-worship, which leads to submission to man, which leads to embracing
man's ways.

Refusing to examine evangelicalism under Bible light is an indication evangelicalism has attained
first place, the Bible having become secondary. This is, and always has been, a common crisis.

The heart gone astray is in constant danger.

When evangelicals give themselves over to ‘churchianity’ (christians being the focus of christians,
church societal life having preeminence over the "*head of the church”, approval of each other of
more value than God's approval, unity of “the brethren” of higher priority than “the unity of the Spirit"),
they have done themselves dirt. Serious regret is forthcoming.

1 John 5:21: Little children, keep yourselves from idols.

Note # 1. Francis Asbury: God's Circuit Rider, Charles Ludwig

Note # 2. Google: Samuel Kaboo Morris
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THESIS#14

Faithfulhess to Christ is faithfulness to the Bible. Disobedience to the Bible is disobedience to
Christ.

To get from unfaithfulness to faithfulness is easy; we simply walk through the Repentance Door.

Doors are a marvelous invention. Doors get us from here to there, and when we tire of there the
same door gets us back to here. Doors take us to the outside sunshine, and when the weather turns
ugly we can return through the same door to our safe and comfy home.

There ought to be a Door Appreciation Day. Most of us just take doors for granted, and that ain't right.
A Door Appreciation Day would remind us how doors add value to our lives. When locked, we feel
safe. When open, we get a fresh breeze. Doors keep the cold out and the warm in. A Door
Appreciation Day would remind us to appreciate this simple but worthy device.

Consider, what good is a garage without a garage door? And consider, what's the use of a safe
without a safe door? And consider, how could a fridge keep the butter from melting if not for the
fridge door? And consider how expensive the electricity bill would be if there was no oven door on
the oven. And consider the lack of privacy in your bathroom if your bathroom were minus a
bathroom door.

How safe would you feel in a hotel room if there was no door between you and the hallway? How
safe would you feel in a door-less car? Or a door-less elevator? Or a door-less airplane?

Got an untidy room? No problem. Just throw everything in the closet and close that beloved closet
door. Neighbors having a noisy party? There's a simple solution - close all the windows and all the
doors. Flies getting in? Try closing the screen door.

Yes, someone ought to collect signatures petitioning a national holiday, celebrating Door
Appreciation Day. The entire world could celebrate doors together because doors are all over the
planet - closing, opening, closing, opening, closing, opening, closing, opening - letting people in,
letting people out, letting people in, letting people out, letting people in, letting people out.

Now we don't all have the same taste when it comes to doors. Some like white doors, and some like
gray doors, and some like yellow doors, and some like green doors, and some like blue doors, and
some like black doors, and some like pink doors, and some like purple doors, and some like pastel
doors. But let's celebrate diversity — doors of all color - to symbolize our tolerance toward those
having different inclinations.

And we can't forget gates. Gates are doors. Farmers and ranchers like gates a lot. Gates keep the
public off their land. Gates are handy for letting the horse out of the corral. A gate gives access to
the chicken coop and its fresh eggs.

And our yards all heed a gate, just like our houses need doors.
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Whenever you open or close a door - a bedroom door or car door or closet door or fridge door or
oven door or garage door or outside door or screen door or grocery-store door or bank door or
church door - think of the Repentance Door, the door that takes us from unfaithfulness to Christ to
faithfulness to Christ.

It must be said the Repentance Door is sometimes a hard door to walk through. Walking through that
door calls for humility, not a smidge of pride permitted. Admitting we were disloyal to our Lord Jesus
Christ, “who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree”, is hard. And repentance brings
unknowns into our predictable lives.

And yet the Repentance Door must be walked through if we are to get from here to there, there
being a better life.

The percentage of evangelicals (etcetera) who would not benefit from repentance is zero. Only One
was entirely faithful. The rest of us are, at best, wannabes.

Some time after passing through a Repentance Door we will be confronted with another Repentance
Door. And eventually another and another. You see, the gentle and doting Holy Spirit is leading us
from “glory to glory”. To bring us closer to where the Lord Jesus wants us to be necessitates
occasional repentance, a turning from life as is to one of deeper commitment and fuller trust.

Repentance is the answer to most problems. Repentance takes us “from glory to glory". A
willingness to repent always results in an improved life. And a wealthier eternity.

THESIS#15

The Bible is a disclosure of the character of God - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Scripture is an account of the fall of man into sin, his need for a redeemer, the promise of a
redeemer, and the coming of the promised redeemer.

We are redeemed because a) our God is a Redeemer, and b) we entered into His redemption. Had
we not entered we would be where we were, on the other side of good, submerged in spiritual
darkness, outside of His kingdom.

Some believe all will eventually be included in God's kingdom, most entering after many years of
imprisonment in hell. And yet it seems clear Judas, Christ’'s betrayer, is eternally lost. (“It would have
been good for that man if he had not been born.")

God redeems, but not all. Satan has no redeemer, nor his rebel angels. But we escaped eternal
wrath though they did not. Thanks be to our God!

We have a Redeemer! We have a Redeemer! We have a Redeemer! Praise be to our God, we have a
Redeemer!

Many (most?) within evangelicalism are of the opinion the redeemed can never become un-
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redeemed; once saved always saved. Such a thought is called ‘eternal security’. Born-agains will
never (can never!) lose their salvation, no matter how they live out their lives, no matter what choices
they make. And yet...

Back to Judas. If Judas really was a follower of Christ (a christian), and if he ended up in eternal hell
(the NIV translates Jesus calling him “the one doomed to destruction”), is that not an indication every
christian could fall from grace and join Judas in that horrible place?

But was Judas really a christian?

We know Judas was chosen by the Lord Jesus to be an apostle; does the Lord choose non-
christians to be apostles? Also, we know Judas betrayed our Lord (only a friend can betray, and
Jesus did call him, “Friend"); one might ask how a non-christian, a hon-friend, could betray Christ.
Also, Jesus said to His Father, “Those whom You gave Me | have kept; and none of them is lost
except the son of perdition”. Isn't this proof Judas was once in the kingdom of God?

Certainly many could counter this logic with another to support ‘eternal security’. But perhaps it's
sufficient to say the one flirting with sin, the one drifting from the protection of our very Good
Shepherd, is dumber than that guy who sold his birthright to his brother for some stew.

What is more precious to us than our redemption? Perhaps the majority of evangelicals are right
when they say we can never lose our salvation. And perhaps not. Why risk it?

If we were whole we would live out our lives in awe and appreciation of our priceless redemption,
never forgetting. When we arrive in heaven we will at last be entire and entirely grateful. The
greatness of our redemption demonstrates the greatness of our Redeemer. Both are beyond our
ability to comprehend.

The Old Testament and the New are disclosures of the character of our God - the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit. We have three “pearl of great price”. All Three are alike. There are three like our
Christ, and all are ours. We are extremely wealthy.

Lord Jesus added much revelation of the heart and character of our God when He became the man
we are.

Many mistakenly think the stern God of the Old Testament is different than the loving God of the
New. God changed somewhere between Malachi and Matthew. And yet “Jesus of Galilee” was
plenty stern. And the ‘Old’ God was plenty loving.

God is love and God is holy and God is justice. What does a blending of love and holiness and justice
look like? It looks like Jesus.

What does the blending of “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5:22) look like? It looks like Jesus. And it looks like the Father. And
it looks like the Holy Spirit.
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THESIS#16

Jesus was sent by His Father for the purpose of redeeming man from his sins. Only a perfect and
innocent sacrifice could satisfy God’s just demand.

How old were You, Lord Jesus, when You began to realize that...

That Your dad was not Your dad? That Your brothers were actually half-brothers, and Your sisters
half-sisters? That You were different, different than Your siblings, Your parents, the neighbors,
religious leaders, and... and... everyone!? That Your real Father was the Jehovah-God Your parents
reverenced?

And Lord Jesus, as a child, what was it like to be...

To be sinless? To be pure? To be at peace? To be without fault? To be fearless? To possess deep
insights? To be in harmony with Your God?

And Lord Jesus Christ, were You a teenager when You learned that...

That You were born of a virgin? That Herod murdered innocent babies in an effort to extinguish Your
life? That You were the promised Messiah for whom Your people had been waiting for millennia?
That You would soon be the Passover Lamb? That You would be the fulfillment of many
prophecies?

And Lord Jesus, were You a young man when You first realized that..

That You would never marry? That You would be hated by jealous controllers? That You were to be
the "“Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world"? That You must be the seed that falls into the
ground and produces a bountiful harvest? That a cruel cross awaited You? That You would be
betrayed “with a kiss"? That You would bear our sins in Your “own body on the tree"? That You would
be the perfect and innocent sacrifice that would satisfy God's just demand?

Jesus, what was it like to be Jesus?

THESIS#17

Christ's virgin birth was a dramatic beginning to approximately 33 years on earth. John (the
baptist): Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! (Jn.3:29)

Never before had a virgin given birth. The God of the impossible did the impossible. Immanuel, “God
with us”, entered humanity via a young virgin's body and obedience.

Philippians 2:5-7. Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with
God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of
men.
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God actually became a man, the second undefiled male to live on planet earth (Adam being the
first). “God with us" ate what we eat, drank what we drink, was warmed by our sun, gazed at our
moon, kicked up our dust, breathed our air. He became a citizen of a polluted and distressed
humanity so that, as a sinless human, He qualified to be man's redemption. Forever the redeemed
will honor and acclaim “The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”

Our precious Lord Jesus was often, perhaps always, embedded in drama. And so were those who
touched His life...

‘A certain woman" recognized Mary's privilege of being His chosen vessel: “Blessed is the womb that
bore You, and the breasts which nursed you.” But like all chosen vessels she paid a price: "Yes, a
sword will pass through your own soul also.”

And there was “Joseph, her husband, being a just man”. "An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in
a dream warning him of imminent danger, saying, ‘Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to

Egypt.”

The Baptist, too, was a chosen vessel. “The daughter of Herodias" requested of Herod, ‘I want you to
give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”

Peter was commissioned by our Jesus, ‘Feed my lambs... tend My sheep...feed My sheep.” Peter was
executed.

“That disciple whom Jesus loved" was privileged to see Christ's transfiguration. John was exiled.
All others of the eleven, it is thought, were martyred.

Paul was “a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of
Israel’, and with that privilege came adversities: “In stripes above measure, in prisons more
frequently, in deaths often. From the Jews five times | received forty stripes minus one. Three times |
was beaten with rods; once | was stoned; three times | was shipwrecked; a night and a day | have
been in the deep...”

Lazarus was a close friend. “The chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death.”

A blind man no longer blind was “cast out” of the synagogue because he refused to disavow his
healer.

Those who companioned with Lord Jesus were persecuted. All who hinted He could be the Messiah
were to be cast out.

It's no different today.

*All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”

One might ask a discomforting question: Why are today's North American evangelicals (etcetera)
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suffering such sparse persecution?

Hmmm.

THESIS #18

Jesus: For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. (Jn.3:16,17)

We are not what we were.

We were citizens of “the world", on the “broad... way that leads to destruction.” Our god was not God,
but rather “the god of this age”, a despot who hated us then and perhaps more now, now that we
escaped his kingdom of darkness and insanity, now that we war against him. (Not that he knows your
name or address - there are too many of us - but his awful hatred blankets his creepy kingdom
through his creepy underlings.)

Though we were “‘condemned already”, at “enmity with God", we were loved. (“God so loved the
world.") We didn't know the love story. And when informed, we found it difficult to believe and
accept. Even now we sometimes (often?, usually?) refuse to explore the depth of that love, and
allow ourselves to be submerged in that love.

The gift of Christ is the Father's gift to all who receive Christ and all who don't. Had we died before
we (finally!) received Christ and deposited ourselves into His care, we would now be a permanent
resident of that place the Bible translates as “hell”. There is no redeemer on the other side of death.

We escaped death and entered life. For all eternity we will give praises unto the Father who “gave
His only begotten Son", and unto the “only begotten Son" who dutifully fulfilled His commission.

1 Corinthians 15:54, 55 (NLT): Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed into bodies that will
never die, this Scripture will be fulfilled: "Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory?
O death, where is your sting?”

1 Corinthians 15:57 (NLT): But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus
Christ.
THESIS #19

Jesus was thoroughly tempted by the devil. Unlike every other person, Jesus did not falter, He
did not sin. Jesus went to the cross an unblemished sacrifice.

Mark 1:12: The Spirit DROVE Him into the wilderness.

Mark 1:12 NLT: The Spirit then COMPELLED Jesus to go into the wilderness.




Larry Jones Another Ninety-Five

Start a house church https://larryjones.ca/another-ninety-five/

Mark 1:12 NAS: The Spirit IMPELLED Him to go into the wilderness.

The Holy Spirit drove... compelled...impelled our Lord Jesus to go into the wilderness, immediately
after His baptism in the Jordan, immediately after hearing His Father say, “This is My beloved Son, in
whom | am well pleased.”

Why? What was the urgency?
Mark 1:13: He was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan.

The Holy Spirit drove our Lord into the wilderness for the purpose of being tempted by satan. This
temptation went on for forty days. Why?

God is just. More, God is justice. Justice (God) demanded a payment for man's redemption. Calvary
had to be. And justice (God) demanded a flawless sacrifice, "a lamb without blemish and without
spot”.

But was Jesus Christ truly flawless? Or would He, like Adam and like all, cave under temptation?

Some say Christ could not fail because He was “the Son of God". Yet “the Son of God" was also “the
Son of Man". If it were impossible for “the Son of Man" to capitulate to temptation, the temptation
would not be a temptation; the test would not be a test.

Matthew 4:2: When He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterwards He was hungry.

Forty days is a long time without food, and some christians have accomplished the feat. If today
were the first of June, you would not be eating until the eleventh of July.

After forty days, our Lord Jesus was hungry. You might think he was hungry all forty days, but it
doesn't work that way. Hunger begins to subside after about four days of fasting, and fully subsides
soon after. Hunger returns after forty days, and the body sternly demands nutrition. And the devil
knew that.

After forty days “the devil said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, command this stone to become
bread.” Remember, Jesus was in the wilderness... no bread, no nothing... and He was plenty hot, and
plenty weak, and plenty hungry. What would be wrong with taking the serpent’s suggestion and
simply turn a stone into a loaf of bread?

But that was not God's way. It would be less than right to satisfy his hunger by turning a stone into
bread.

Had Jesus capitulated to any of the devil's many temptations, at this time in the wilderness or any
other time, history would have been totally altered.

The sacrificial Lamb would be spotted, impure, no longer able to save. Calvary would be pointless.
We would all be where we once were, serving “the god of this age”. Never would we be cloaked in
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Christ's righteousness; we would “be filthy still".

And what about Jesus? Would He simply return to His Father, a vanquished Son?

Hardly.

Christ's return would be impossible. Our fate would be His fate, His need for a savior equal to ours.

One might reasonably assume if the omniscient Father knew His Son would falter, He would never
have sent Him. But perhaps justice (God) doesn't work that way. God “gave His only begotten Son”
because it was the right thing to do. God always does right, even when right turns out wrong. God
created Lucifer knowing Lucifer would become satan. And He gifted Adam with Eve knowing she
would tempt Adam to stumble.

When we are in heaven these things will be unfolded, and we will know what we now can only
speculate. Sufficient to say, if our precious Lord and Savior and Redeemer actually risked His
eternity for our sakes our gratitude should increase emphatically.

But unlike Adam and unlike all, our Lord did not cave, though greatly stressed. Three times, when at
His weakest, He repelled the devil with Scripture (which should deepen our confidence in Scripture),
and undoubtedly many times afterwards. ("“But was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.")

Jesus went to the cross an unblemished sacrifice.

THESIS#20

The greatest suffering of Christ was taking the sins of all people upon Himself while on the cross.
No one understands how this occurred.

2 Peter 2:24: Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree.

‘In His own body.” He carried our sins in His body! Consider: Your sins were actually, for a time, inside
the body of Jesus Christ.

He bore all sins. Everybody's. “In His body.” While “on the tree.”

Judas betrayed the Master “with a kiss”; the next day Lord Jesus bore that sin while on Calvary's
cross. Jesus carried the lies of the pharisees'’ false witnesses, and those that spit in His face and
pulled His beard, and those who beat Him with rods and with the whip. He bore Pilate's sins. And
those of Barabbas. And every sin of every person who cried, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!" And the sins
of the thief who repented... and the thief who didn't.

Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree.

Adam'’s treason put a curse on mankind; Lord Jesus bore that trespass on the cross. And at the same
time He bore Cain's murder of his brother.
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Our precious Christ bore the sins of all people during and previous to Noah's earthly sojourn, sins so
perverse “the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth”. And our precious Christ carried
within Him every perverse sin of Sodom and Gomorrah. And the sins of the prideful pharaochs who
abused His chosen people. And, also, the multiple and varied sins of His own people, including the
worship of the golden calf.

Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree.

He bore the sins of “the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites" and all the
—ites that have risen and fallen throughout our planet throughout the ages. And all the -ites of our
time: the Canada-ites, the America-ites, the China-ites, the Australia-ites.

The France-ites, the Brazil-ites, the Greenland-ites, the Germany-ites, the Ukraine-ites, the Spain-
ites, the Nigeria-ites, the Egypt-ites, and the many etcetera-ites.

Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree.

The rapist’s sins. The fornicator's sins. The murderer's sins. The prostitute’'s sins. The liar's sins. The
hypocrite's sins. The kidnapper's sins. The thief's sins. The abuser's sins. The controller's sins. The
pimp's sins.

Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree.

The evangelical's sins. The pharisee’s sins. The muslim's sins. The catholic’s sins. The pagan'’s sins.
The atheist’s sins. The buddhist’s sins. The satanist’s sins. The jew's sins.

Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree.
All past sins. All present sins. All future sins. Every sin and all sins.

If a sin were a thin dime, the sins of humanity would fill a sizeable warehouse. If every sin became a
raindrop, the creek would flood over.

Every trespass against God was carried by His Son while on the cross.
How is it possible? No one knows.

Notice Lord Jesus bore our sins in, not on, His body. Inside Christ's body, as in ours, were His soul
and His spirit; did intangible sin somehow get into either His intangible soul or spirit? No one knows.

Luke 23:44: And it was about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over all the earth until the ninth
hour.

How dark was dark? Like when there's an eclipse of the sun and you can still see well enough to get
around? Or rather like the “thick darkness which may even be felt" that cursed Pharaoh's Egypt for
three days? Was our Christ actually out of man's sight for a time? We only know “there was
darkness’ for three hours, from noon till three. Why? For what purpose?
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Did our Father decree darkness so none would see His Son bearing all humanity's dark and putrid
sins?

Did Lord Jesus deal with our sins one person at a time? If so, each one of us must have been on His
mind and in His heart, for a time, while hanging on that cross. Yes, such is impossible considering the
huge numbers who lived and live and will live on our planet. But is He not the God of the
impossible?

Or did the Lord Jesus deal with all of our sins together, at one time - an immense, repulsive brew of
mischief and decadence and feebleness?

We simply don't know.

2 Corinthians 5:21: He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us.

Lord Jesus became sin!? Or was He, as some translations suggest, simply an offering for sin?
We simply do not know.

But one day we will.

How utterly and completely horrifying it must have been for our Lord Jesus Christ to have been
contaminated by our corruption and weakness and betrayals and perversions! The “Holiest of all’, He
“‘who knew no sin”, carried “in His own body" all that is despicable and mean and corrupt.

Thank You, Sir.

THESIS#21

The salvation Christ provided for every man, woman, and child is beyond ability to describe or
comprehend. Believers in Christ are actually “heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.” (Rm.8:17)
God has “blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” (Eph.1:3)

Adam, before his fateful flub, had it pretty good. But not as good as us. Not only did God recover for
us all that was lost, He added more. Our future is better than the best of Adam's past.

Though Adam lived in serenity, our serenity will surpass his. Heaven is much more awesome than
the earth Adam ruled. What will it be like to live in a sinless land where the lion lies down with the
lamb? We will soon find out.

There are many people, though relatively few, who have gone to heaven and returned to tell us
about it. They all say the same thing, even those who make their living with words: Heaven is
indescribable.

‘Indescribable’ is the only adjective that rightly describes heaven.

Adam'’s “garden of Eden” must have been awesome... magnificent... astounding. But not
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indescribable. Those giving a report about ‘the other side" all profess an inability to portray the awe
and wonder of our future home. “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of
man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him." Before us, just around the bend, is
a life so wondrous as to be beyond human ability to comprehend.

It would be so good if we could have just a peek of heaven... a quick visit to what will soon be our
permanent residence where “the Lamb is its light"... just a few minutes surveying the holy angels and
purified saints and grand vistas... momentarily submerged in the actual presence of our Most High
God. Surely our passion for Lord Jesus would be turned up a notch or two (or five or ten).

Many do not believe one's salvation can be lost, even the one living carelessly and selfishly. There's
an argument for and against such a thesis. But surely it is insanity for the one who experienced, in
fullness, the actual presence of our Lord and King and Savior and Creator to drift from the protection
of The Good Shepherd. Sanity would never chance the loss of such a great salvation.

And as good as our future is it can be made better. Much better. Because we will be rewarded for
faithfulness. As angels have various degrees of glory, so do heaven's saints. Your rank (station,
position) will not be determined by Christ, but by you. Consider: your obedience on earth (and lack
thereof) establishes your eternal rank in heaven.

And consider: The quality of relationship you have developed with the Lord Jesus Christ will be
eternally established.

Obviously, if we will be rewarded for faithfulness we will likewise “suffer loss” for wavering. Lord
Jesus instructed us, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth.” Yet most whose names are
registered in “the Lamb's Book of Life" diligently “lay up for selves treasures on earth.” Temporary
“treasures on earth” cost eternal “treasures in heaven”. A wise christian lives for tomorrow.

Earth time seems like a long time, but it isn't. Paul speaks of life on earth as “a moment”. If time here
is @ moment, time there is a millennium. Our single moment actually determines the quality of life for
the millennium. Yet most live, not for the millennium, but for the moment. Now that's real dumb.

Sometimes The Word says things beyond comprehension. How could we possibly be “heirs of God
and joint heirs with Christ"? What is God's is ours. Angels are not heirs, not the mightiest. But we are.
We are “joint heirs with Christ" and with each other. Who can fathom such generosity?

What more could God give? Who could improve His salvation?
We are actually “the righteousness of God" in Christ Jesus. Selah. (Think about that.)
We are justified, as if we never sinned. Selah.

We will be glorified, just as our Lord was glorified. Selah.

We have been made holy. Selah.
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Our “body is the temple of the Holy Spirit." Selah.
Christ abides in us, as does the Father. Selah.
God has "blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” Selah.

Thank You, Father. Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ. Thank You, Holy Spirit.

THESIS#22

The death and resurrection of Jesus were fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies and His own
prophecies.

God foretells. He gives a word and then fulfills that word. As a shepherd watches over his flock, so
does our God watch over His promises to fulfill them.

Sometimes it takes months to fulfill a prophecy, sometimes centuries and sometimes several
millennia. Many Old Testament prophecies are yet to be accomplished.

Immediately after Adam fell, the Lord gave a promise of a Redeemer to free Adam, and us all, from
the consequences of sin. Adam and Eve eventually became a multitude, but still no Redeemer.
Centuries evolved into millennia, and still no Redeemer. Did God forget His promise?

Two thousand years or so after God's pledge to Adam, God found a man through whom He could
bring His promised savior. His name is Abraham. As you know, Abraham was willing to slay his and
Sarah's only son, Isaac, at the command of the Lord. An interesting conjecture is that this extreme
act of obedience was the requirement for the Messiah to gain entrance into human history, as
indicated by God's promise to Abraham: “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed,
BECAUSE you have obeyed My voice.”

Abraham found “a ram caught in a thicket by its horns”, and this, instead of Isaac, became the
sacrifice unto God. A sheep is a ‘type' (or model) of Christ. Many sheep have been slaughtered and
offered as sacrifices over the centuries, each sacrifice ‘prophesying’ the coming promised
Redeemer. That's why John declared of the Antitype (that which had been symbolized), Jesus Christ,
‘Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world." No, God had not forgotten His
promise.

You know the passover story. Every year since the “pass over” of the protected children of God, the
people were instructed to eat a lamb as a memorial of that day. The lamb must be a male “without
blemish” because the lamb depicted Christ. Each passover celebration was prophetic, pointing to
the coming Messiah.

More millennia passed and thousands of passover feasts were celebrated before (finally!) the
promised Redeemer entered humanity. Gabriel announced His birth to a virgin: “You will conceive in
your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus." Approximately thirty-three years
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later, the day before His crucifixion, Jesus was sharing the passover feast with His twelve apostles.

Of all the thousands of passover celebrations, the meal shared by these thirteen men was, by far,
more significant and memorable. Historic, actually. For this meal was more than the emblematic
lamb “without blemish”. Present was the actual, long awaited “Lamb of God who takes away the sins
of the world", the fulfillment of that which millions of slaughtered and consumed lambs ‘foretold'.
The Antitype, with His twelve, devoured the type. Earlier in the day the type (a lamb) was sacrificed;
tomorrow the Antitype would be sacrificed. But the twelve were oblivious to the grand significance
of the moment.

They didn't get it.

Two days previous our Lord said to the twelve, “After two days is the Passover, and the Son of Man
will be delivered up to be crucified." What is not to understand? And yet..

They didn't get it.

The twelve didn't get it, the multitude celebrating Christ's entrance into Jerusalem two days
previous didn't get it, the murderous pharisees who paid thirty pieces of silver for His betrayal didn't
get it, the frenzied mob screaming “Crucify Him!" didn't get it. None got it. None discerned the
obvious. All had ears, but none had “ears to hear” apparent spiritual truth.

The apostles should not have been fearful and dispirited after our Lord's death because Lord Jesus
told them at least three times He would be raised from death “the third day".

But they didn't get it.

Their problem is our problem, is every christian's problem. What plagued them plagues all - a
spiritual denseness hindering us to ascertain spiritual truths. The evidence of this spiritual disease is
found everywhere in Christ's church. One example of many...

Few live in the reality we must give an account to the Lord Jesus Christ. \We speak more of
accountability to each other than to Him. The enormity of that future day escapes almost all, and
because of spiritual denseness we do not detect Scripture's warnings, such as...

Romans 14:10: We shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.
Romans 14:12: Each of us shall give account of himself to God.
Hebrews 4:13: All things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.

But we don't get it. Accountability to Christ our Judge is not an issue, is not reality, is not in our
conversation, is rarely preached.

Many such spiritual realities just don't penetrate the bulk of the church. We are diseased with a sin-
bought incapacity that chokes our learning. We have ears, but not “ears to hear” clearly. There are
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foul spiritual blockages that must be dealt with.
So what's the answer?

The first step is to acknowledge we really are infected with a spiritual denseness, that we have been
slow to learn, that we don't fathom the easily fathomable, that we don't perceive the apparent... that
we are not as smart as we think. This calls for real humility. Humility is rewarded with grace, needed

grace to overcome spiritual doltishness... so we can grasp spiritual truths as readily as mathematical
or domestic or societal truths.

A primal reason those who don't get it don't get it because they don't want to get it. Desired truth
readily gains entrance; truth that upsets the way it is in our lives doesn't easily penetrate. We must
repent of being the lord of our lives, of wanting to be heroic, of self-centeredness.

We have a God-given capacity to strengthen, deliberately and continuously, our bond to our
precious Redeemer, “our Passover”’, The Teacher. He will make learning a joy.

And He will tell us things to come.

THESIS # 23

Jesus foretold most people would reject Him and His salvation.

What can we give to our Lord Jesus that He doesn't already have?

We can give Him our neighbors. And/or relatives. And/or friends and acquaintances.

Lord Jesus does not have everything because He does not have everyone. He only has a relative
few. A minority. A remnant.

Few: ‘Narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are FEW/ who find it."

Many: “Wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are MANY who go in
by it”

How few are few? How many are many?

When our Lord Jesus spoke of few and many, He was referencing adults, not infants in the womb or
children not yet accountable. So, most thankfully, few are less few and many are less many.

Nonetheless the numbers of both FEW and MANY are staggering.

Worldometers.info and others suggest humanity's total number of births to be about 100 billion. The
number of conceptions that didn't result in births would greatly increase that number. But for
discussion sake let's say the total number of people ever residing on planet earth is 100 billion.
That's 100 billion people living somewhere at this moment.




Larry Jones Another Ninety-Five

Start a house church https://larryjones.ca/another-ninety-five/

100 billion is a lot of people, equal to 100 thousand cities each with a population of 1 million. If you
started counting non-stop, even at a young age, you would never reach 100 billion.

And increase comes at an amazing rate. By the time you said, for example, 4 billion 492 million, 787
thousand 9 hundred and 61, approximately 30 babies would have joined humanity.

If a few (“there are FEW who find it") is 5 percent, that translates into 5 billion people. But perhaps it
would be safe to double, or even quadruple that number because of the many children who died
before losing their innocence. The percentage of FEW could be 20 percent. 20 percent of 100 billion
is 20 billion people, most of who are in heaven.

If many (“there are MANY who go in by it") is 80 percent that equals 80 billion people, most of whom
are in hell, the remainder on their way.

Perhaps, and hopefully, FEW are more than 20 percent and MANY are less than 80. Only our God
knows.

The final population of heaven and hell will be determined, largely, by Christ's church on earth. FEW
can be much increased and MANY sharply decreased. Unfortunately, the light of the church, the
only “light of the world", is as dim as that flashlight that badly needs new batteries. There is light, but
not much.

And it will always be so. Nonetheless...

Nonetheless your neighbors are your neighbors. Your parents and siblings and children are your
parents and siblings and children. Your relatives are your relatives. They are within your influence.
The church's dimness matters not to them; what matters is the brightness of your light.

Assimilation. Let's talk assimilation.

The twelve (yes, including Judas) assimilated Christ. Not fully, of course, not even close. But because
they were in His presence each absorbed, somewhat, who He is.

And they assimilated each other. Can you see, for example, Andrew's commitment to Christ would
be different, shallower or deeper, if he kept different company? Matthew's character was carved,
mostly, by Christ's influence, and, to a lesser degree, by his spiritual brothers. Thomas' unbelief was
a drag on the twelve while his loyalty to Lord Jesus (“Let us also go, that we may die with Him.") was
positive.

And people assimilate you (again, not fully, of course).

To varying degrees each under your influence absorbs who you are. You affect. Life would be
different if life were minus you.

The quality of any gathering is determined by all. You may not be as impacting as the blabber, but
your presence does matter. That's why it's so important how bright your light shines. *You are the
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salt of the earth." You make others thirsty for Christ. And you can become progressively saltier.

Who we are - our value as a person and as a withess - is the result of who we have been attached
to.. who we are bonded with... who we abide in. Every one of us can, if we so choose and if willing to
pay the price, assimilate more of Christ.

Quality fruit is the fruit of quality relationship, and good fruit always includes salvations. The abider is
a natural evangelist. Abiding in Christ brightens our light, which makes surrounding darkness less
dark. The Christ-life becomes enviable, wanted.

Also, the passionate have better results in intercessory prayer than the tepid. He/she who is tightly
knit to Jesus Christ prays with power. Neighborhoods can be transformed by one neighbor's faith in
God's precious Son.

Isaiah 53:6: The Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all

The iniquity of what could eventually total 100 billion people or more? Our precious Christ bore “in
His own body on the tree” the sins of 100 billion people? He did this knowing in advance most would
refuse this costly and priceless redemption?

Really?

THESIS # 24

Because of His obedience Jesus Christ now sits in indescribable majesty and glory at the right
hand of the Father.

(See note.) THEREFORE is a connector word that connects before to after, effort to results, seeds
planted to harvest reaped.

The Lord Jesus had His THEREFORE between life on earth and life after His return to heaven...

Philippians 2:5-8: Jesus Christ.. being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with
God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a servant, and coming in the likeness of men.
And..He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

Life on earth was Christ's season of seeding. Following this holy sojourn on earth was Christ's
THEREFORE...

Philippians 2:.9: THEREFORE..
And after THEREFORE comes the Lord's harvest..

Philippians 2:9-11: THEREFORE God has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth,
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and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

Father was not being generous to His Son; He was being just. Lord Jesus got what He deserved,
nothing more. He was so heavily rewarded because He bowed so low, obeyed so fully.

Our THEREFORE, be it wondrous or terrible or somewhere between, is en route, linking our life on
earth to our eternity in the New Jerusalem.

Our now will soon be our before, followed by our THEREFORE, followed by our eternal after. Today
we seed, tomorrow we reap.

2 Corinthians 5:10: We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive
the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

This judgment reveals our THEREFORE, the value of our eternity. Eternal rewards attained and
eternal rewards lost will be exact because our Judge is just, perfectly so. As Lord Jesus, we will get
what we deserve, nothing more, nothing less.

The wise christian, then, bows low before the Master and obeys fully.

Note: This is taken from a series of articles, 333 WORDS... Exactly. (www. 333words.org).

THESIS#25

Those embracing Jesus and His salvation have opportunity to further develop their relationship
with Him.

Think of a 3-way incandescent light bulb, you know, low-medium-high. Good, you got it! Now think
of a 100-way () light bulb, a bulb that goes from a meager 10 watts way up to 1000.

Christians glow. “You are the light of the world." Few are a dim 10 watts, most much higher.

“Those embracing Jesus and His salvation have opportunity” to brighten their light. Regardless how
dim or how bright your light is today, it can be brighter tomorrow.

You might think a typical new convert would start at or near the 10-watt setting and work his way up.
But no, it doesn't work that way.

The new convert often, perhaps usually, starts at the peak brightness of his christianity, and from
there dims down. (Someone suggested a christian is one of very few earth-creatures that dies
smaller than when born.)

At first the recently converted is passionate for Christ, having experienced the wonder of rebirth. His
setting could be as high as 300. This “light of the world" shines bright, and tells whoever will listen
(and whoever won't) about his newfound Savior. He's quite an evangelist.
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What's supposed to happen is increase. He has much and now has opportunity to acquire more. The
light within is supposed to brighten, a steady climb from 300 to 310 to 320 and upward.

But that's not usually how it works.

We have a tendency to go back to where we come from. There's a pull to return to bygone days and
bygone ways. Call it homesickness. Life before Christ was life without Christ, and so a full return is,
again, a life without Christ. Thankfully, most never retreat that far. But usually there is a withdrawal
from that high place in Jesus. After Christ's crucifixion distraught “Simon Peter said to them, 'l am
going fishing."

It's usually a gradual, imperceptible backsliding. 300 watts dims to 290, then 280, then...

Because the 300-watts convert is surrounded by dull lights, his dimming light still seems sufficiently
bright.

Typically, the 300 attaches himself to an evangelical church, a congregation averaging 150 watts or
so. It's a strange relationship...

The 300-watts convert looks to the 150s as examples and for direction. Surely, he thinketh, these
people must be at least 500 watts. After all, they've got lots of seniority.

And the 150 people assume the new convert must be less than 50. After all, he's the greenhorn. And
they consider themselves to be at least 500 watts. After all, they've read the Bible cover to cover at
least five times. And they have sat under the ministry of Pastor One-Sixty for several years. And
they've attended at least five conferences. And umpteen Bible studies and prayer breakfasts.

They certainly know how to look after this youngster-in-Christ. Soon he will be a church member,
pay his tithes, give them his loyalty and... becomes as mature and bright as they are!

The Galatians were doing fine (300 watts?) until the judaizers (50 watts?) dropped by to help out.
From there it was downhill, 300 watts to 250 to 200 to 150 to...

“You are the light of the world" to the degree Christ shines through you. He wants to shine through
you increasingly, both for your sake and His. You will never reach 1000 watts; what you strive for is
more. Continuous more is healthy christianity.

More can eventually result in a bright 500-watts disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ. And the hungry
will not be satisfied with 500; they will insist on more of Lord Jesus, always more.
THESIS #26

Relationally, christians have as much of Jesus as they want. A deeper, richer relationship is
always available to the one determined to acquire it. Pursuing Christ should be a way of life.

Yes, “Relationally, christians have as much of Jesus as they want"... sufficiently.
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You want more of Lord Jesus than you have, but to have more you must want more sufficiently.
Christ costs.

Wanting Christ sufficiently is wanting more of Him more than you don't want more of Him.

Most of us wanted Christ before we were saved, but insufficiently. So we lived out our
impoverishment until willing to pay the price of Christ.

Now that we have Christ we want more of Christ. Tasting made us hungry. Because we know Him
we want to enter deeper into who He is. But... Christ costs.

And that's the dilemma. We want more of Christ and we don't want more of Christ. We have today
the quality of relationship determined by yesterday's choices. Because of wise choices we have a
superior kinship than some. And because of foolish choices our attachment to our Jesus is inferior to
others.

We do have what we did want... sufficiently.

It's comforting to know a richer association with Jesus our Lord is always available. His arms are
outstretched. His welcome is warm and enthusiastic. He loves us so.

Jeremiah 29:13: You will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.

That's with all your heart. His affection for you is strong, and He is injured and grieved by a tepid
response.

Christianity should not be an effort to be good, but to be close. Close doesn't necessarily
accompany good, but good always accompanies close. Before we embraced our precious
Redeemer we tried to be good, but good never satisfied. And being good doesn't satisfy today,
except perhaps the lukewarm.

Seeking Christ is a holy agenda and should be the primary ambition of every evangelical and every
non-evangelical.
THESIS#27

Jesus taught a vibrant relationship with Him is a requirement for fruitfulness. Jesus: Abide in Me,
and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unless you abide in Me. (Jn.15:4)

John 15:4 should be memorized.

Lord Jesus: I am the vine, you are the branches.

He who takes The Teacher's words seriously will from this day forward consider himself to be a
branch, a branch attached to our precious Christ, The Vine.
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You are a branch, | am a branch, every christian is a branch. We became a branch that instant we
were “born of the Spirit". We were born a branch, we will die a branch, we will be a branch for
eternity. The only way to cease being a branch is to stop abiding in The Vine...

Lord Jesus: Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away.
What did our Lord mean, "He takes away"?
May we never find out.

Every evangelical (etcetera) abides in Christ. Relative few evangelicals (etcetera) abide in Christ
substantially. Jesus taught, "Out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.” (Luke 6:45) The
NLT translates Christ's words this way: “What you say flows from what is in your heart.” And the NAS:
“His mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.”

So the heart filled with Jesus speaks Jesus. And the heart that isn't doesn't. To know the heart of
evangelicalism simply monitor evangelicals. Rare is the evangelical, new converts excepted, who
speaks the name of Jesus frequently.

So once more...
Every evangelical abides in Christ; few abide in Christ substantially.

And that is christianity's major dilemma. And that is also the dilemma of “the world", because their
eternal future is largely determined by Christ's church.

It is so obvious a branch must have a healthy connection to its vine to have healthy fruit. Why is it
less obvious to the christian that she too must be well bonded to her vine, The Vine, to have
abundant fruit?

You have just read, “Few abide in Christ substantially.” Does this statement shock you, challenge
you, upset you, anger you? Or did it, like one of many birds decorating your world, fly overhead
unnoticed? Saint, are you able to (are you free to) consider... to determine... to see and hear?

Those abiding in Christ observe freely. Church business is relevant to the one subject to His lordship,
to he who is cognizant of Him being here, to she who sits at the Master's feet. One does not love
Christ devoutly while being indifferent to the plight of christianity. The mature observe and inspect,
and are duly concerned.

It is right to be troubled; it is wrong to not care. Martin Luther dared to observe, and then dared to
care, and then dared to challenge.

There is a weight on the abiding born-again. He is concerned. She hurts. But caring is insufficient;
two truths must be equally relevant to be effectual for Christ:

Truth # one: Without Me you can do nothing.
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We think we can, but we can't. Jesus said so.
Truth # two: He who abides in Me , and I in him, bears much fruit.

We must know: Without Him we can't; with Him we can. All that we accomplish can be credited to
our connection to Jesus, God's holy Christ.

“The heart is deceitful above all things." The one relationally distant to our Lord Jesus presumes to
be close, and would be ticked at anyone hinting otherwise. Because the evangelical has
commonality with his contemporaries - walking their walk and talking their talk - and because he is
too ‘'humble’ to critique the group'’s spirituality, he is confident all is well.

Being accepted is crucial to the child, the teen and the post-teen. Few outgrow the urgency to fit in.
Acceptance is the measurement of worth and success. That's why the pagan rejects Christ's Great
Invitation to be one with Him:; if all believed, he would too.

And that's why the evangelical ignores Christ's Great Invitation to go deeper in Him; if all were
passionate she would be too. Being a radical for Christ isn't fashionable in a christian society
worshipping a distant Jesus. Therefore less of them is the price of more of Him.

The Lord Jesus Christ beckons you higher. To come up you must come away. And if you do
embrace that Great Invitation and do attain a better life, the Great Invitation is still in effect, beckoning
you still higher.

Higher and higher - that's healthy christianity. Higher and higher translates into more and more of
every good thing. Higher and higher adds pleasure to pleasure unto your King and your God. He
loves you so.

THESIS #28

The ultimate example of a healthy, abiding relationship is Jesus and His Father. Jesus often
spoke of His Father because the Father was the emphasis of His heart.

“The Son of God" was also “the Son of Man". The title the Lord Jesus conferred upon Himself - “the
Son of Man" - demonstrates His want to intimately identify with us, also sons of man.

Jesus called the pharisees “son of hell” because hell was awaiting them, and this was their most
relevant reality. Paul, *filled with the Holy Spirit", called a sorcerer “the son of the devil" because of
who he served and his propensity to do evil. Lord Jesus called the brothers James and John “Sons of
Thunder” because, apparently, it described their temperament.

The “Son of God" title clearly conveys His divinity, and the "Son of Man" title establishes His
humanity; to us, what could be more complimentary and solacing?

Lord Jesus did not cease being God when He became a man. He was ‘Immanuel, which is
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translated, ‘God with us.” “Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to
cling to." (NLT) “Though he was God" He did cease functioning as God.

Our Lord Jesus Christ functioned as a man, and that's relevant. Christ as a man did good; we as a
man/woman can likewise do good.

How, as a man, did our Lord accomplish so much?

Lord Jesus did the works He did because of His abiding relationship with His Father. God on earth
was continually directed and replenished by God in heaven. We are the fruit of Their relationship.
Had Their relationship been less than healthy, we would be in very serious trouble.

We can only be as productive as our relationship to Christ is solid. The Master said, “He who believes
in Me, the works that | do he will do also.” Why, then, only few do the works He did? Because...

Because we simply do not trust in the One who sent us (“As the Father has sent Me, | also send you.")
to the same degree as the One who sent us trusted the One who sent Him. Only the one trusting
Jesus as Jesus trusted the Father will do works similar to the works of Jesus.

Quality of relationship should matter more than it does.

None of us are capable of abiding in our Lord in the same healthy manner our Lord did abide in the
Father. He trusted His Sender more than we trust our Sender. That is why we will never accomplish
what He accomplished.

But we can do more than what we are now doing. We can do more than most. Improvement is
always possible. We can complete our assignment (| have finished the race.”), glorify the Father (“By
this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit."), lay up abundant treasures in heaven. Many
more will be eternally saved if we strengthen the attachment of the branch to The Vine.

By His speech we know Lord Jesus was continually cognizant of the fact He was indeed a sent
One..

As the Father sent Me.. He who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.. He has sent me to heal the
brokenhearted.. For this purpose | have been sent.. He who rejects Me rejects Him who sent Me.. My food
is to do the will of Him who sent Me.. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who
sent Him.. He who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life.. And on and on.

The Christ, too, is a sender...

As the Father has sent Me, | also send you.. Pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers.. | send you
out as sheep in the midst of wolves.. The Son of Man will send out His angels.. | send you prophets, and
wise men, and scribes.. And began to send them out two by two.. The Lord appointed seventy others
also, and sent them two by two.. He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.

And The Christ, “the Lord of the harvest” and “the head of the church’, will send every compliant
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disciple.

When is the last time you heard a brother or sister in Christ refer to him/herself, or another, as a sent
one?

Unlike the twelve, and unlike the seventy, and unlike Paul and Barnabas, and unlike the prophets of
old, most evangelicals (etcetera) are not living the reality they too are (or have the potential of being)
sent ones.

THESIS#29

Jesus: Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. (Mt.12:34) The spiritual health of a
christian can be determined by the number of times he speaks the name of Jesus. The spiritual
health of a church can likewise be determined by the number of times they collectively speak
the name of Jesus.

Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.
What's in comes out.

We all have a reservoir, and we all have a tap. To see what's in the reservoir we merely have to turn
on the tap. The reservoir is the heart. The tap is the tongue.

Every heart contains a mixture of the good, the bad, and the ugly. The mixture of your heart is
different from all others. That composite makes you you.

You are not your pretty face, and you are not your knobby knees, and you are not the shape of your
body. You are your heart. You are what's inside.

It's easy to know what's in the heart of an engaged couple. They talk about the other more than
oneself. She is in his heart, and he is in hers. They're in love.

Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.

During one encounter with “the scribes and Pharisees’ the Lord Jesus called them "hypocrites!”
seven times. They were pretenders, pretending to be what they were not. Obviously, pretence filled
their hearts. Even their prayers, which seemed to resonate with sincerity, were for the purpose of
impressing and subduing. (“‘For you devour widows' houses, and for a pretense make long prayers.”)

What was in, leaked out.

As the pretender speaks pretence, so does the proud speak pride, the humble speaks humility, the
anxious speaks anxiety, the doubtful speaks doubt, the confused speaks confusion, the religious
speaks religion, the hopeful speaks hope, the peaceful speaks peace, the angry speaks anger, the
joyful speaks joy, the kind speaks kindness, the impatient speaks impatience, the sad speaks
sadness. And the Christ-centered...
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And the Christ-centered speaks Christ. Can't help it. Because He is the main element in the reservoir,
He comes out the tap.

Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.

Because Christ flowed out of Paul's life through his writings, perhaps it's safe to assume Christ also
flowed through his speech. (‘| determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and
Him crucified.") Same with Matthew and Mark and Luke and John and Peter. They were not shy to
proclaim Christ. Couldn't help it.

Each of us can determine the content of our reservoir by simply monitoring what pours out our tap.
Our speech reveals what's in there. If Christ is predominant, Christ will be exalted.

Same applies to the group. Their collective speech reveals their collective spiritual health. This
truism coupled with another truism - the group affects the outcome of all in the group - make
evaluation a smart thing to do. And it's easy to do, just listen.

Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.

THESIS#30

Oddly and perplexingly and sadly, evangelicals seldom speak the name of Jesus. Preachers
often neglect Jesus in their sermons.

You are sitting beside a still pond in the morning sun, leaning against a tree, relaxing, sleepy. Birds fly
about chattering, frogs rest on lily pads, turtles sunbathe on a floating log, butterflies dot the sky.
Pure serenity, real nice.

Five evangelical retirees gathering for their weekly breakfast are a relaxed bunch. Conversations
free of controversy while talking a variety of issues makes the gathering... well... satisfactory. All five
are careful not to upset the tranquil atmosphere draping their table and neighboring tables.
Spiritually, everything is as undisturbed as your pond. Oh-oh, here comes Fred.

For no reason, just something to do, you toss a pebble in the water. Ripples ebb from the splash, the
pond is disturbed, but only slightly.

Fred isn't invited to join the five because... well... everybody knows Fred. So he just stands at the
table, chattering, waiting for an invite that isn't extended, and in his chatter mentions God because
God is his favorite subject. The God word was like your little pebble, disturbing the peaceful
ambience, but only slightly. Even the invisible yawning demons were not disturbed.

That was fun, thou thinkest. You throw another pebble, and another, and another. Plunk! Plunk! Plunk!
Now the pond is agitated as ripples bump into themselves and scurry across the water surface.

Fred repeats the God word - Plunk! Plunk! Plunk! - making serious ripples in their serenity, the
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people at nearby tables are getting edgy, the demons are now wide awake. This ain't good, said one
ugly to the other uglies.

Little pebbles are getting boring, you spot a hefty rock, you know you shouldn't but the temptation is
too great, you toss that rock into the innocent pond. Ker-splash! The splash sends little waves across
the pond, the birds stop chirping, frogs slide into the water, the turtles draw in their heads.

Insensitive Fred mentions The Name, a hefty rock that — Ker-splash! - shatters the breakfast

tranquility. Yes, The Name that's “above every hame that is named”, that name the five rarely speak -
not to friends and not to wife and not to kids and not to grandkids. The five look down at their plates,
none commenting, hoping Fred will take the hint, turn off his talking machine, just walk away. Which

he does.

Fifteen minutes pass, tranquility has returned, you tire of all the peace and calm, you rapid-fire more
rocks — Ker-splash! Ker-splash! Ker-splash!- and whoosh!, the tranquility is like gone. The water
surface is chaos, birds fly in panic, frogs disappear, turtles hit the water.

Fifteen minutes pass, tranquility has returned, the five re-enjoy their conversation about nothing
relevant, even the demons are relaxed. Oh-oh, looks like Fred - just-doesn't-get-it-Fred - is coming
back. This time Fred rapid-fires The Name - Ker-splash! Ker-splash! Ker-splash! - speaking (from his
heart, no less!) the wonder of his Lord, his deep appreciation for Calvary, and his desire to know Him
more intimately. Demons scatter, those at nearby tables gulp the last of their breakfast, the five
glance at their watch remembering obligations.

You may think this analogy a bit harsh and unrealistic. But is it... ?

Do you remember hearing The Name - The Name that's “above every name that is named” -
mentioned at the cashier line-up at grocery stores (where every christian shops)? Or in your doctor's
waiting room? Or at a kid's baseball/football/basketball game? Or in your own home? Or in the
christian school's hallway? Or the church foyer? Or in the restaurant where you gather with friends
after sunday's service?

You know what a pedometer is - a meter that counts the steps you walk. Wouldn't it be interesting
to have a Jesus-ometer that counts the number of times The Name - The Name that's “above every
name that is named" - is spoken in your hearing? Sadly, at the end of many (most?) days such a
meter would register zero. At the end of some preacher's messages (thankfully not all) it would read

between zero and a few.

There is no intended condemnation in these words - there really isn't. There is a problem, a very
serious problem, in Christ's church that must be confronted to make way for needed reformation.
How can problems be fixed if they're ignored?

' 1

So why is The Name - The Name that's "above every name that is named” - sidestepped by Christ's

own? Because...
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Because # one: Christ polarizes.

‘Do not think | came to bring peace on earth. | did not come to bring peace but a sword." In every
nation Christ polarizes. In every social status Christ polarizes. Same in all departments of all business
enterprises. Same in every political party. At McDonalds, Walmart, the gym, the hospital, the
workplace, the neighborhood, and everywhere there is enmity between Christ and the Christ-less.
That's just the way it is, that's the world we live in.

The devil, through human agency, vehemently and tirelessly opposes our Lord Jesus. Naturally The

Name - The Name that's “above every name that is named” - brings tension whenever and wherever
spoken. And who wants tension?

And Christ's church is not free of polarization, not at all. The less-than-passionate toward Christ
resent (and outnumber) the passionate. There is tension within the family. Passionate, just-doesn't-
get-it Fred, and people like Fred, cause ripples by the mere mention of The Name. Best to sidestep
The Name.

Because # two: Christ insists on being lord.

Most are not prepared to surrender the lordship of their life to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is so difficult
to stop being one's own decision-maker, to abdicate lordship of self (or who/whatever).

Lord Jesus does not meet the hesitant evangelical (etcetera) halfway. The fallible must bow to the
infallible; nothing less is acceptable in a Christ-christian relationship. Though Lord Jesus, through the
agency of the Holy Spirit, beckons the evangelical into closeness, He reads and honors what is
written in bold letters across his heart, “THANKS JESUS, BUT NO THANKS!"

Such a christian has decided to keep his Lord at a certain distance. Such a christian is resisting the
entreating of the Holy Spirit. Naturally, such a christian avoids speaking The Name.

Because # three: Idols.

An idol is that which replaces one's First Love. In Christ's church there is an assortment of idols, some
human and some not, each harmful, each deceptive.

Many idols began as God's blessing. The young lady praying for a christian husband soon placed her
answer above Christ. The fellow who got the job he prayed for now uses hours he used to spend
pursuing Christ pursuing advancement.

When one loses sight of First Love, one loses sight. Consequently, she who has an idol (as most do)
assumes she doesn't. Avoiding The Name makes it easier for the willfully blind to stay blind.

Because # four: The itch to build.

Not all itch to build, but many do.
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Before conversion to our Lord Jesus the contractor had visions of building an enviable construction
business, a legacy, something that will ensure his family's adulation, something to gaze upon with
satisfaction in future years. At conversion he became a member of a different society and soon
realized the most effective way to attain christians’ approval and adulation and envy is to build an
influential ministry. So the same hankering to accomplish is now applied to a hew vision. The itch
gets scratched, but his motive has improved only slightly.

Many ministries have been created by this unsanctified need to do, to accomplish, to succeed, to be
worthy. Maintaining this vision necessitates avoiding the Christ who convicts against self-centered
religious ambitions.

Parenting is a ministry. Often couples prefer raising children outside the Bible's wisdom, trusting
instead the world's fickle methodology. This disobedience devalues the relationship between Dad
and Christ, Mom and Christ. The Name will be spoken less.

Because # five: Pride.

Pride stinks. This obnoxious sin is unreasonable simply because everything we have has been given.
“What do you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast?”

Pride destroys. Pride keeps many from attaining Christ's salvation, and pride will be the cause of
many in Christ's church to be relationally impoverished.

‘God resists the proud.” (James 4:6) “God opposes the proud.” (NLT) “God is opposed to the proud.”
(NAS) “God against proud ones doth set himself.") (YLT) “God sets Himself against the proud and
haughty.” (TAB)

The proud resist God and God resists the proud. The prideful may intellectualize many religious
subjects, using holy things to puff an unholy ego, but he steers away from the subject of Jesus
Christ.

There are many more than these five reasons christians avoid the name of our Lord Jesus.

A heart is limited and can only contain so much. For Christ to increase, idols and needless
distractions must be dumped out.

Your speech reveals your heart. To know what's in there, listen to yourself. What you talk about most
is what infatuates you. If you do not monitor your speech you might go on imagining yourself to be a
person you are not.

You are not a shackled victim, but rather a product of choices made and words spoken. The
ingredients of your heart, the kind and measure, is what makes you you. You can change the
ingredients. Improvement is always possible, and this is good news.

To better your life, better the outpouring of words.
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To go deeper in Christ you must control your speech.

While we speak The Name sparingly, we all speak | and me excessively. So the solution is simple:
Speak Christ more and speak me less.

James 3:2: If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body.

James is saying it's harder to control the tongue than any other faculty, somewhere between very
difficult and impossible. But thankfully, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
That's “through Christ". | can't, He won't, we (Christ and 1) can.

Health of words spoken determines health of life. The fruit we bear will be of no higher quality than
our speech. Eternity, ours and others, is affected by what we say. Eternal rewards dispensed up
there will be relative to our declarations down here. The importance of controlling our tongue can't
be overemphasized.

There is similarity between the person wanting to improve his physical health and the evangelical
determined to improve his spiritual health. To better one's physical health the consumer must,
obviously, improve his diet. Not only must he stop eating detrimental food, he must consume
wholesome food.

To improve his spiritual health the evangelical must prevent himself from speaking adverse words
(non-Biblical words, anger words, envy words, discouragement words, unbelief words, etcetera)
and, equally important, diligently compel himself to speak favorable words (Bible words, true words,
faith words, love words, encouragement words, etcetera). The more Bible truths spoken, the more
improvement to his spiritual condition.

And nothing is healthier than speaking The Name. Speaking Christ will radically transform one's life.
There is power in that name. There is victory in that name.

Speaking Christ will, at first, require determination and perseverance. And courage. It takes grit to
speak Christ, yes even in His church, simply because Christ does polarize. Relevance revolves
around Him. He is the center. His name pierces.

The unsanctified soul should not be allowed to babble. Like other faculties the tongue can both
bless and harm. We supervise what we see, hear, think, eat, drink, and touch; we must likewise
supervise what we say.

It's unreasonable for Christ's own to go a day, a week, a month without speaking The Name - The
Name that's "above every name that is named.”

THESIS#31

Some evangelicals speak ‘God’ often but ‘Christ’ rarely. Paul's letters ‘spoke’ God often and
Christ more often. New Testament writings ‘speak’ Christ more times than God, Father, and Holy
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Spirit combined.

Balance is often a misused word, sometimes used to validate carnality and surface christianity. The
Bible is the mind and heart of God (“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God") and is therefore
perfectly balanced.

Evangelicals make the mistake of comparing themselves with evangelicals to determine if they are
properly adjusted. To be perfectly adjusted - in reality an impossibility - one must do and think and
speak only Bible truths.

The evangelical who disproportionately speaks God is out of balance with the Bible and, therefore,
the mind and heart of God.

It is good to speak God. It is very good to speak God. Forever we will proclaim and praise and express
gratitude to God, as did the apostles. But the God we praise and serve would have us focus primarily
on His Son. Because it was His Son who became an utterly despised person on our behalf. Because
it was His Son who accepted the nails and the thorns and the whip and the rods and the spittle and
the humiliation. Because it was His Son who bore our sins in His body on the tree.

Now let's talk balance...

The New Testament ‘speaks’ the word God often, and ‘speaks’ the name of Jesus Christ slightly
more often, the ratio close to one-to-one. If we factor in all references to Christ the Christ-to-God
ratio is much higher. The New Testament's “I" and “Him" and "He" and “His" and “Me" are most often

in reference to Christ. And if we count titles to Christ - “Lord", “Lamb of God", “Son of God", “Son of

Man", “Teacher”, "“Master”, etc. - we can see that the New Testament references the Lord Jesus at
least twice as often as His Father and the Holy Spirit combined.

If the New Testament ratio of Christ-to-God is two-to-one, the healthiest ratio for christians is also
two-to-one. But two-to-one is rare within evangelicalism. The typical evangelical at the coffee shop
and the typical evangelical behind the pulpit do not come close to this New Testament precedent.

The Christ-to-God ratio in Christ's North American church could be as low as one-to-twenty. Perhaps
lower, perhaps higher, only God knows. The observant could easily detect a major discrepancy
between the Bible and most evangelicals.

The two-to-one christian is more fruitful than the one-to-two. Both are more successful than the
one-to-five, one-to-ten, etc.

We do know Paul and Peter and John, New Testament writers, spoke Christ lots. We also know the
three bore much good fruit...

Paul: God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were
brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them. (Acts
19:11,12)
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Peter: They brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the
shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. (Acts 5:15)

John: Through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. (Acts
512)

Do these three apostles establish a connection between “signs and wonders" and a healthy Christ-
to-God ratio? Could it be that a lack of "signs and wonders" is due to a scarcity of Christ within
christianity as indicated by a scarcity of The Name? Could it be that “signs and wonders” will come if
we notably increase the times we speak Christ?

It must be said, a Jesus christian (a one-to-one or better) who affiliates chiefly with God christians
(one-to-ten or worse) is in serious danger of becoming a God christian.

And it must be said, a God christian can become a Jesus christian. Such an accomplishment will take
a real determined effort. Old habits do not easily die.

We often hear, “Praise the Lord!", but seldom hear, “Praise the Lord Jesus!”

Perhaps you have often prayed for grace to love Jesus more. Speaking His name consistently,
privately and publicly, will cause that to happen.

THESIS#32

Since evangelicalism seriously affects the relationship between Christ and evangelicals,
evangelicals would be wise to examine evangelicalism.

Though this logic is simple sanity, it is dodged by most.

As it would be reasonable for the catholic christian to investigate catholicism, and as it would be
wise for the lutheran christian to examine lutheranism, wouldn't it be likewise reasonable and wise
for the evangelical to investigate evangelicalism?

It's obvious the catholic and lutheran who discovered Christ and embraced His salvation will be
adversely affected by their religions. Both catholicism and lutheranism will soon replace Christ as
First Love. Evangelicals could use these religions, and others, as mirrors to see their own
predicament because...

Because likewise evangelicalism has countless times replaced Jesus Christ with itself as First Love.

Now it must be hurriedly repeated: Not all christians attending an evangelical church are
evangelicals (though most are). An evangelical is more than an attendee; he is an attendee who has
adopted evangelical traditions. It is possible to attend and yet maintain freedom (though some
churches make such an endeavor burdensome).

And it should also be said examining one's religion could upset life considerably. Catholicism,
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lutheranism, evangelicalism, and most other religions are cohesive agents binding family members.
Actually, the more rigid one's religion, the tighter the family bond. A family that's united has many
advantages over the family that's divided. Scrutiny of the bonding agent, whatever it is, would surely
threaten family unity.

A couple enslaved to a strict religious system is likely to raise obedient, submissive, and respectful
children. They will bind their children to their religion, thus binding them to themselves. Though
together in bondage, they are together. There will be many happy family gatherings throughout the
decades if all continue to submit to the same spiritual ‘authority’.

It is this love of family and friends that keeps many from embracing “Jesus Christ and Him crucified".
One instinctively knows Christ causes upheaval. (*| did not come to bring peace but a sword.") This
attachment to family and friends keeps religionists from inspecting their religions. They will cling to
the unreasonable and unwarranted and untrue rather than rattle the-way-it-is cage.

There are several advantages to attending an evangelical church. There are also dangers. The odds
of an attendee evolving into a bona fide evangelical are overwhelming. (An evangelical is one who
places the traditions of evangelicalism - of which there are many - over The Word)

Two new converts to the Lord Jesus, husband and wife, timidly enter an evangelical church for the
first time, five minutes before sunday service. Immediately they have a decision to make: Where do
we sit? There are a few empty chairs on the elevated platform but obviously those are not for them.
Everyone is sitting in the long pews, so they quickly conclude that's where they belong. Hmmm. Can
we sit in any pew, front or back? Or does everyone have a designated spot? An usher comes to their
rescue before panic sets in: Please follow me. Soon they are safely seated.

During this first visit they have been taught, non-verbally, they belong in a pew. Like most everyone
else, they are destined to be pew people. The chairs up front, it seems, are reserved for the
extraordinary, the spiritually superior.

It takes only a few sundays for husband and wife to realize there are two classes in this evangelical
church system: the (few) rulers and the (many) ruled. The pulpit people are talkers, the pew people
are listeners. The trusting new converts assume the way it is is the way it should be, God's
preference.

As sundays roll by there is a subtle seduction occurring. An interloper is slowly positioning itself
between the two young believers and Jesus Christ. With each service loyalty and dependence and
affection are being transferred from Him to the officers of the way it is.

In time it will be thoroughly ingrained in their souls they are not meant to be a Peter or a Paul or a
John. They are pew people. God simply does not expect them to do exploits in His Son's hame. They
will shrivel under the weight of the prevailing herd mentality that insists that whatever is done is
done in unison, and this always under the supervision of pulpit people.
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Young converts should, but don't, compare the evangelical way to Bible standards, trusting instead
in the wisdom of those of seniority. And those of seniority should, but won't, challenge
evangelicalism for authenticity because that could upset life considerably.

The catholic who has the courage to challenge catholicism would soon cease being a catholic.
Same with the lutheran. Same with the evangelical. The evangelical, because he professes
confidence in the Bible, could be judged (at the judgment seat of Christ) more strictly. “Everyone to
whom much is given, from him much will be required.”

THESIS#33

Refusing to examine evangelicalism under Bible light is certain evidence evangelicalism is an
idol. (An idol is that which has captured one’s focus and loyalty.)

Mark 7.5: Then the Pharisees and scribes asked , “Why do your disciples not walk according to the
traditions of the elders, but eat bread with unwashed hands?”

The pharisees liked to wash things - “cups, pitchers, copper vessels, and couches” as well as their
hands. We are not talking cleanliness but ritual, “traditions of the elders". The twelve submitted to
these traditions (as did all jews) until they became Christ's disciples.

Disciples of Christ, because they are disciples of Christ, live under tension. No doubt the biggies
scowled at the apostles at every opportunity. No doubt eager and dutiful underlings added their
scowls to those of their overlords.

The twelve were in a squeeze. They could either appease the religious leaders and offend The
Master, or honor The Master and offend the religious lords. Had they chosen man over Christ, the
Bible could not have correctly described them as disciples of Christ.

A disciple is higher than a convert. A disciple of Christ is a convert who has proved himself obedient.
Because he lives down here the convert is often in a squeeze, having to choose between Christ's
words and other words. It has always been that way, it is that way, it will always be that way. To
avoid ostracism, the convert merely has to place his loyalty upon the accepted. To choose Christ is
to invite ostracism.

According to Lord Jesus, the religious lords were “hypocrites”, “teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men". Does this mean everyone who knowingly teaches “as doctrines...
commandments of men” are hypocrites?

Can the word hypocrite be defined as a person who knowingly distorts God's teachings while
suggesting this distortion is authored by God?

Isaiah quotes our God regarding people who replace God's Word with another: This people honors
Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship Me.
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They worship God, but in vain. Their worship contains lofty sayings, but God is not impressed.

Two gatherings of christians are praising the Lord Jesus in different locations, one group consisting
of converts, the other disciples. Which group, do you think, is more passionate? Has more power?
Pleases the Lord?

Mark 7:7 (NLT): Their worship is a farce, for they teach man-made ideas as commands from God.

Most ‘christian’ religions are built upon “man-made ideas’ that are accepted “as commands of God".
Evangelicalism is certainly no exception.

A disciple has no need for religion. “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” is her sufficiency.

The twelve could not serve both the religious lords and the Lord Jesus. Keeping traditions contrary
to Christ is contrary to Christ. A disciple of tradition is antithetic to a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Mark 7:10: For Moses said, "Honor your father and mother”: and “He who curses father or mother, let him
be put to death.”

Everyone knew there was (and is) a self-inflicted curse upon anyone dumb enough to curse Dad and
Mom, and everyone also knew there was a blessing for those who blessed their parents. (*Honor
your father and mother. Then you will live a long, full life.")

But the religious leaders insisted on something entirely opposite: “Tell Dad and Mom instead of

supporting them you will give the money it costs to do so ‘to the temple'.” Lord Jesus challenged
these biggies...

Mark 7:11-13: “But you say, 'If a man says to his father and mother, “Whatever profit you might have
received from me is Corban™ - (that is, dedicated to the temple); and you no longer let him do anything
for his father and his mother, making the word of God of no effect through your tradition.”

This confrontation with “the Pharisees and some of the scribes” was a public affair. Use your
imagination to bounce backwards into history, and place yourself in that crowd. More than that,
become one of them.

You find yourself squeezed. Your respected and feared religious lords have been exposed by none
other than the Miracle-worker, the One claiming to be the very Son of God. Lord Jesus used
Scripture, which you have been taught to reverence, to denounce an accepted tradition.

You have been raised to believe in this traditional teaching, and even relayed it to others. What the
religious VIPs said was true, always and entirely. Your confidence was fastened to them and their
God-given insights and decrees.

And now your world is suddenly shaken. You have always been a religious person immersed in a
religious society. Your religion binds you to your people who, like all people, are superior in
understanding. Your security is packaged in them, and the head of them are the pharisees... now
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being crushed by this Nazarene.

And it gets worse...

Mark 7. 13: And many such things you do.
What things? you wonder.

To know, compare each of their hundreds of accepted teachings to Scripture. It's just that simple.
You will discover some are legitimate (Scriptural), but most are not. Being a jew, you have a decent
knowledge of The Word, so the task is not overly burdensome. Just compare what leadership says
to what the Old Testament says.

But will you?

Such a scrutiny would upset life completely. Your religious kingdom would certainly be “found
wanting" as you discover most of what you believed is false. You must accept the painful reality your
trusted leaders have led you astray. All this will, to repeat, upset life completely.

An escape from this predicament is to simply ignore Christ's truth. Distance yourself from Him and
His words. Leave things as are. Convince yourself you just don't understand. And change the subject.

When truth collides with beloved tradition and threatens to dethrone beloved traditionalist
leadership our immediate concern is: What will this truth cost me? Would ‘they’ disapprove?

We have a built-in defense mechanism against truth. Potential idols are first responders intent on
defending the way it is, presenting an assortment of arguments and excuses why truth should be
denied entrance into our lives.

A potential idol is not an idol, and won't become one until it is chosen over Christ.

It is hard to imagine most in that crowd dared to compare. The price of Christ was too much for all
but a few. Those few could be classed with the twelve - disciples of Christ.

Now bounce back into today and, with an improved perspective, look around. Are you surrounded
by converts or disciples?

We are obligated to bring everything under Bible light (as the most Holy Spirit so directs). That which
we refuse to examine (if and when the Holy Spirit prompts) is a protected idol, a foreign thing that
has captured our focus and loyalty.

THESIS#34

As loyalty to Christ is evidenced by loyalty to the Bible, so loyalty to evangelicalism is evidenced
by loyalty to evangelical traditions. Neither centuries of observance nor endorsement of most
validates non-Biblical practices.
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Love serves. Obedience authenticates love. Words come easy, but submission is the litmus test.

Praise isn't a song, but rather compliance. Worship isn't saying, but doing. Calling Him “Lord"” doesn't
make Him Lord.

A faithful husband says, ‘I love you, wife." An unfaithful husband says, ‘I love you, wife." A wife may
not discern her husband's heart, but Jesus knows all hearts.

If Lord Jesus has been shuffled from first place to second He knows the hour, the minute, the very
second that silent betrayal has occurred in one's treasonous heart. Jesus knows us thoroughly.

Because there are different depths of sincerity, there are different depths of obedience. One doesn't
love much and obey little. One doesn't love little and obey much. Praise from the obedient is incense
to our most precious Redeemer. To the disobedient He says, “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord," and
do not do the things which | say?"

Jesus knows us, but we know not ourselves. We think we do, but we don't. “The heart is deceitful
above all things." Not only have we fooled them, we have fooled ourselves. But He knows where our
loyalty is set, be it on Him or another.

Love comes by gazing. That which we look upon will eventually capture us. It's impossible to look
upon our Christ without bonding to our Christ. A steadfast gaze will renovate the most crooked heatrt.

Likewise, gazing upon another will draw us to another. It's so easy to become distracted by the
glamorous and charismatic and esteemed. Man-sanctioned leaders in Christ's church (some?,
many?, most?) actually compete against Jesus for our affection and loyalty. This is not intentional,
not even realized. The heart behind the pulpit is no less deceived than the hearts lined up ever-so-
orderly in the pews.

The pupliteer who is not a Christ-gazer is a dangerous man. All man-worshippers, all builders, all
religiously ambitious christians are dangerous, but the pulpit-man is highly influential. Though armed
with a Bible, it is someone or something else he exalts.

It is easier to devote ourselves to those we can see and hear and touch than the One we cannot see
and hear and touch. It is more natural to walk by sight than by faith. Because “the heart is deceitful
above all things" we can assume Christ has our devotion when He doesn't. Be He second love or
fifth, we convince ourselves He is first.

To know our heart we must test our heart. The litmus tester is the Bible. Our loyalty to “the head of
the church” is proved by loyalty to God's words to us.

Throughout church history The Word has been challenged by other words. There have always been
confused and/or debased adders and subtracters and exchangers. Many times their devotees, often
humble and dutiful and sincere, have been (and are) numbered in the millions.
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With every passing decade the way it is becomes more solidly entrenched. There is something
about longevity that elevates credibility. And as the ranks swell credibility further swells. So many
can't be so wrong for so long.

Eventually confidence in the way it is surpasses confidence in the Bible. This is not an uncommon
happening, even among evangelicals who do not hesitate to declare the infallibility of Scripture.

Martin Luther confronted an evil system that became an evil system because multitudes, over
previous centuries, shirked their duty. Luther wasn't the first scholar to read, "A man is not justified by
the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ." Some of those guys knew the Bible much better
than we do.

A perusal of church history reveals every generation had an infiltration of misconceptions and
outright substitutes of Bible truths. Because those generations failed to stand guard against bogus
teachings, downstream believers were also infected.

What will we pass on to those downstream in church history from us? Will we have the conviction to
sift the vile from the beautiful, the false from the true, the harmful from the beneficial? Will we, by
example, influence our spiritual seed to build on the rock of Christ's sayings or the sand of tradition?

Someone is keeping a record, and each of us will soon give a public account to Jesus our Christ.

THESIS#35

Evangelicals choosing evangelical traditions over Bible teachings have a feeble relationship with
Jesus.

So how does an evangelical transition back from feeble to dynamic? Simple. Just reverse the trends
that made the relationship feeble.

Simple, but it will be a challenge.

We won't go after what we don't want sufficiently. Intelligent consideration of Christ will leave every
christian seriously wanting a meaningful relationship with the number one Person in the entire
universe. Anything other would be unreasonable and unsatisfactory.

Quality of relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ must be paramount. Better comes only by wanting
better. Think improvement. Allow no lower ambition to surpass the holy endeavor of gaining more of
Him. If better is not the goal the opposite - deterioration - will result.

Increase is the natural objective of the eternally minded. Those who can see beyond today will be
desperate for a healthier attachment to “the true vine" because only the life of Lord Jesus flowing
into the branches will make the branches fruitful. We're not talking earth fruit that decays, but
spiritual fruit preserved eternally.




Larry Jones Another Ninety-Five

Start a house church https://larryjones.ca/another-ninety-five/

The eternally minded realize earth-life is but a moment compared to heaven-Llife. Thus they refuse
to live for today, and willingly forego comfort and leisure and inclusion to gain a wealthier tomorrow.
New Jerusalem should be a daily consideration: purity, order, sanity, the “cloud of witnesses”, angels
of various rank and glory, the throne of God, and many more heavenly delights. It would be life-
changing to daily focus on that day we will see the "King of kings and Lord of Lords" face to face.

The eternally minded have been impacted by the reality of heaven and hell, two eternal residences
for every man, woman, and child. Man's desperate need for salvation has gripped their heart, and
they refuse distractions. They know salvations come only through a healthy bond to Christ. ("Without
Me you can do nothing.")

It wasn't attendance that made the evangelical an evangelical, but the adaption of evangelical
traditions. Like the before Galatians - the Galatians before embracing the traditions of the
circumcisers - the before evangelical was doing well. He was a healthy born-again. Paul would say
to him, "Who has bewitched you?”

To escape feeble, to regain dynamic, one simply needs to repent of shifting Lord Jesus from First
Love to something less, and return to His lordship. Such is the “wise man who built his house on the
rock”.

THESIS#36

Evangelicalism would bear much more good fruit if it discarded traditions contrary to the Bible.
There are many such traditions.

Traditions can be expensive, and are often financed by funds the Lord Jesus intended for The Great
Commission.

Evangelicalism suggests evangelicals can do more for God's kingdom en masse than individually.
This is a costly miscalculation.

Before His return our Lord Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit who “would guide you into all
truth”. The book of Acts is the shortened term for Acts of the Apostles, but some suggest it should be
called Acts of the Holy Spirit because of the involvement of the Holy Spirit during those significant
times. For example...

Chapter ten tells us while Peter was contemplating his vision (*heaven opened and an object like a
great sheet bound at the four corners descended to him and...") “the Spirit said to him, ‘Behold, three
men are seeking you. Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for | have sent
them.” The Holy Spirit had sent men from Caesarea to Peter, and also told Peter the men were
coming to get him. Further, while Peter was preaching to the brethren at Caesarea “the Holy Spirit
fell upon all those who heard the word.”

Chapter sixteen reveals the Holy Spirit giving direction to Paul and Silas. They intended to “preach
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the word in Asia”, but “they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach” there. Later Paul received a
vision: “A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help

us.” Paul complied with the vision.

The difference between these apostles and us, generally speaking, is a lack of sensitivity and
submission to the Holy Spirit. That explains our comparatively skimpy results.

And why is the evangelical so lacking of sensitivity toward the Holy Spirit? Blame evangelicalism.
Evangelicalism has replaced the Holy Spirit with itself as the guiding force of Christ's people. The
evangelical has lost his ability to hear what the Spirit is saying because he is overly concerned with
what evangelicalism is saying.

How different is the Acts of the Apostles from the acts of evangelicalism!

Evangelicalism has, over the centuries, built a cumbersome (and expensive) hierarchy controlling
millions of believers throughout its many denominations. Denominational officers in local churches
are instructed to bring its membership and adherents into submission to denominational beliefs and
decrees, and affect a dependence on them for guidance (regarding public ministry).

To justify this hierarchy, it seems their (convenient) understanding of Christ's words, “He will guide
you into all truth” is: “The Holy Spirit will guide you into all truth by revealing truth to us who in turn
will convey those truths to you through our endorsed and faithful local officers.”

This is harmful policy. They would have all rely on those credited by themselves for direction instead
of seeking direction directly from the Holy Spirit. What could be more damaging to the Spirit-
believer relationship? And since it is actually our Christ relating to us through the Holy Spirit ("the
Spirit of Jesus Christ"), looking to another for direction is actually looking away from Jesus.

They certainly agree and teach there is “one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus”,
but seem to assume they are God-ordained mediators between men and the Holy Spirit (and thus
men and Christ).

It would be hard to contrive a concept more damaging to The Great Commission. When our Lord
said, “without Me you can do nothing" He was speaking of relationship. A weakened relationship
equals a weakened branch, and a weakened branch equals paltry fruit.

Denominational headquarters decrees: We can do together what we can't do by ourselves, unity is our
strength. And yet...

And yet John the Baptist was a loner. Lord Jesus sent out the twelve and the seventy two by two.
Paul sometimes travelled his missionary trips alone, sometimes with one other. He accomplished
much when alone as a prisoner. John was by himself when he received the great Revelation that still
impacts Christ's church. Peter was alone “on the housetop” when he received instructions to preach
the Holy Spirit to gentiles.
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Young John told Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone who does not follow us casting out demons in
Your name, and we forbade him because he does not follow us." This ‘someone”, this *him”, this *he’
was a singular person. Jesus' correction to John (*“Do not forbid him...") is also a correction to today's
religious establishment that suggests we must have the blessing of a church to do ministry.

The woman “who was a sinner” did not ask anyone's permission when she “brought an alabaster
flask of fragrant oil” to wash her Christ's feet. It is easy to imagine she was inspired and emboldened
by the Holy Spirit.

Phillip (not the apostle) was alone when sent by “an angel of the Lord" to the Ethiopian, “a eunuch of
great authority”. “The Spirit said to Phillip, ‘Go near and overtake this chariot.” Notice, “the Spirit said”
to Phillip. The Holy Spirit still speaks to individuals who have “ears to hear”.

Potentially we are each a Paul, a Peter, a John. Who would stop us from continually gaining Christ
until we had a relationship equal to theirs? Again, who would stop us? Certainly not our Lord Jesus.
Certainly not our Father. Certainly not our Holy Spirit.

If a congregation of believers busied itself supporting one another in their individual calling and
giftings instead of organizing themselves into goosestep togetherness, instead of investing time and
energy creating an inefficient contingent, God's kingdom would be better extended and maintained.

God's specific will for each of His own is a holy thing. Respecting that holy thing is respecting God.
Galatians 6:2: Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

Our biggest burden should be to accomplish the specific will of God, to complete our assignment.
True friends will support us in our endeavor. A friend “in Christ” will point us to Christ by preaching
Christ. With Christ we can; without Christ we can't. One person finishing “the race" would result in
many (yes, many!) being saved from you-know-where.

Manipulating a brother or sister to fit into a program or to support an alternative to God's way is
serious callousness. Evangelicalism is not interested in the individual's commission, but rather
collective ministry. The army they have built is clumsy and inefficient and expensive, and largely
detrimental to The Great Commission. Sad.

THESIS#37

The dividing of Christ’s church into two groups, the clergy (or ministerial) and laity (laymen), is a
harmful, non-Biblical practice.

For those who haven't noticed the schism of saints evidenced in their own spiritual backyard, the
annual or biennial leadership conference held by most denominations, whereby some are invited
and others are not, should be ample proof of the division within evangelicalism.

The pharisees (and others) were the ‘clergy’ (or ‘ministerial’) in Christ's day. Studying them is studying
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the human heart. To a degree, they are us. Yes, we experienced a dynamic spiritual shift when first
“born of the Spirit", but still retain lots of yuck. Who we are is much better than who we were, yet
who we were has blemished and bruised who we are.

Jeremiah 17:5 (NLT): This is what the Lord says: “Cursed are those who put their trust in mere humans.”

Others cannot trust us and we cannot trust others. None are fully trustworthy. And yet we work hard
at getting people to trust our character and perspectives. The clergy/ministerial assumes they are
worthy of our trust, and yet the very existence of this non-Biblical ruling class is proof of their
unworthiness and inability to shepherd.

When The Christ exposed the pharisees He exposed the heart of man. “The heart is deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked.” Our hearts have similarities to theirs. So let's be really, really
brave and peer into the pharisee heart to get glimpses of our own.

Matthew 23:13: “Woe to you scribes and Pharisees hypoctrites.”
Lord Jesus called the pharisees hypocrites, which leads to a most important question..
Did the hypocrite make the pharisee, or did the pharisee make the hypocrite?

s it possible to be a member of a ruling class, be it secular or christian, without assimilating a sense
of elitism? Who cannot be ill affected by undue reverence, by titles, by special consideration?

Man-gazing was a reality then and a reality today, repugnant though it be. It takes a special person
to be both humble and adulated. We naively assume the man behind the pulpit has somehow, at
some time, attained a place of spiritual eminence whereby he is immune from the ill effects of
fawning... but is he? When did he make the transition from not-so-special to special, from
susceptible to invulnerable? Was it upon graduation from Bible school? WWhen he received his
denominational certificate? When he landed his first job? At his ‘ordination'? Just exactly when did he
become special... wiser, holier, anointed?

Or do these externals simply give an appearance of superiority?

John g:22 (NLT): They were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who had announced that anyone saying Jesus
was the Messiah would be expelled from the synagogue.

The pharisees were serious controllers. Anyone gjected from the synagogue would undergo
upheaval of every aspect of life, and they used this leverage against those daring to express an
opposing view. How cruel the heart of a controller.

A controller is one having a need to control. It's a sickness, a bad fruit of the fall. A controller in the
church is at odds with the Holy Spirit who guides. (*He will guide you into all truth.”) One guided by
the Holy Spirit cannot be controlled by man, and one controlled by man cannot be guided by the
Holy Spirit.
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Perhaps this need to control is in most of us. As there are degrees of all good and bad traits, there
are degrees of a need to control. Marriages are often a battleground because of one's abnormal
need to control the other.

Most of us are not, as were the pharisees, control freaks.

There is a sick pleasure in dominating others. The unsanctified heart loves power and loves money,
and a control freak always wants more of both. That's why a freak often becomes the c.e.o. of the
company. That's what compels him to reach for the top of whatever occupation and organization he
is in. He wants people under him, not over him.

A control freak is not necessarily the smartest, but often the most ambitious. When the most
ambitious in the church is also the smartest the results are catastrophic. Now back to...

Matthew 23:13: “Woe to you scribes and Pharisees hypocrites.”

Not all pharisees were pharisaic, but we must accept most were. Nicodemus who humbly
questioned Jesus about the salvation He promoted, and Joseph, “a good and just man”, who
requested Pilate for the body of Jesus to be laid in his own tomb (to the serious displeasure of his
colleagues) were seemingly exceptions.

But why were the bulk of pharisees hypocritical? The law of average suggests much less than half
would be so artificial.

Matthew 23:5-7 (NLT): “Everything they do is for show. On their arms they wear extra wide prayer boxes

with Scripture verses inside, and they wear robes with extra long tassels. And they love to sit at the head
table at banquets and in the seats of honor in the synagogues. They love to receive respectful greetings
as they walk in the marketplaces, and to be called ‘Rabbi.”

Sounds like a bunch of narcissists.

Why, oh why were so many in such need of prominence and adulation? Did they all have inept
parents? Were they not loved as children and teens? They had memorized more Scripture than a
dozen of us together; shouldn't that have positively affected their character?

Luke 16:14: The Pharisees, who were lovers of money..

Sure, we all have an unhealthy attraction to money, but it seems these guys loved money intensely.
Caiaphas lived “in the palace”. Leadership “devour widows' houses” and insisted people give money
used for the care of aging parents “to the (ahem!) temple”. Why such an uncommon love for money?

Luke 16:14: They derided Him.

These guys were practiced mockers. And they were extremely cruel, actually scoffing at (what had
the appearance of) a helpless, tortured victim nailed to a cross, barely clinging to life. (“The rulers...

sneered, saying, ‘He saved others; let Him save Himself.") Somehow these gentlemen became
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seriously twisted over the years.

But how and why did these religious leaders become the despots they were? - hypocritical,
controlling, narcissistic, obsessive of money and power, derisive and cruel. Perhaps the answer is
simpler than we might think, an answer we have heard more than once over the years..

Power corrupts! Power corrupts! Power corrupts!
Does power corrupt everybody in places of power and authority?

Luke 23:50-53: There was a man named Joseph, a council member, a good and just man. He had not
consented to their council and deed. He was from Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who himself was also
waiting for the kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it
down, wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a tomb.

Joseph is proof power doesn't corrupt all. There are survivors. But the pharisees have taught us the
dangers of the leadership side (the clergy/ministerial side) of organized religion. Catholicism, with its
long history of unbelievable corruption, and other religions, echo the same dangers.

It would be a mistake to compare christians - “born of the Spirit", washed in the blood of the Lamb,
sanctified, justified, sons and daughters of the living God - with non-christian pharisees. But it is folly
to refuse to be warned by others who have tread similar paths.

THESIS#38

The notion that a few are to spiritually equip the many is contrary to Ephesians 4:16: the whole
body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working
by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body.

So who “causes growth of the body"? “The whole body... causes growth of the body."

You are part of “the whole body". “The whole body" consists of pew people and pulpit people.
Everyone.

Ephesians 4:11 (NLT): It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,

Ephesians 4:12 (NLT): to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be
built up

Ephesians 4:13 (NLT): until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

Ephesians 4:14 (NLT): Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown
here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful
scheming.
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Ephesians 4:15 (NLT): Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the
Head, that is, Christ.

Ephesians 4:16 (NLT): He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special
WOrR, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy, and growing and full of love.

In these six verses Paul is relaying Christ's instructions to the Ephesians and, indirectly, to you. No
place in New Testament writings did the Holy Spirit so explicitly teach us the intent of “the head of
the church”, both the intended outcome of His people and the ways and means of obtaining that
outcome.

What is the outcome?

Your intended outcome is to be prepared “for works of service”, to be united with others "“in the faith
and in the knowledge of the Son of God", to be a "mature” disciple of Christ, and to actually attain
“the whole measure of the fullness of Christ".

For what purpose?

You will no longer be “tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind
of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.” Instead, your
ability to teach (“speaking truth”) will steadily increase. More than that, you the branch will be
strengthened in your attachment to The True Vine (“in all things grow up into him").

How is this accomplished?

*As each part does its own work, it helps the other parts grow.” You as much as anyone have a part in
Christ's program of maturing His people. You are a “part”. You have your “own special work" to
accomplish. Others will be blessed by your compliance to Christ's way of doing things.

Is Christ being obeyed?

No. The evangelical way is quite dissimilar to Christ's way. Evangelicalism is controlled by
approximately 2% of evangelicals. (Most other religions are no better.) 98% submit to the 2%, not to
New Testament writings (and thus not to Lord Jesus). The 2%, who are salaried by the 98%, forbid the
98% access to the pulpit.

The controllers will allow the controlled to lead a Bible study or supervise a sunday school class, but
only if they faithfully follow a study guide written by someone within the 2%.

How did it get to be this way?

History is proof the dividing of people into rulers and ruled is a hatural occurrence. That's just the
way we are. Evangelicalism is a mimic of catholicism and other seasoned religions. It takes an
uncommon love and appreciation for the Lord Jesus Christ to thrust oneself above man's way into
the loftier sphere of Christ's way.
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THESIS#39
Choosing the licensed over the anointed has always been a practice of evangelicalism.

This “practice of evangelicalism” is actually the practice of the 2%. They call the shots. The chances
that the most anointed preacher in the congregation is in the 2% group instead of the 98% group are
mathematically very slim. Yet the way it is insists only the licensed can preach the word sunday
morning.

How can it be that 2% control 98%7?

The 2% ministerial are organized and the 98% ‘laity’ are not. This gives the 2% considerable leverage.
The 2% have control of the pulpit; they who control the pulpit control the church. (See note.)

Is it worRing?

To determine the worth of the evangelical way, one simply needs to observe evangelicals. The
measurement can't be activity, not organizational skills, not quantity of prayer, or size of
congregation. The measurement must be quality of relationship between evangelicals and the Lord
Jesus Christ. If one determines the relationship to be healthy one can conclude that, yes, it is
working. But if the answer is no then the answer is no.

But isn't leadership a good thing?
Leadership is a very good thing. Organized leadership is a very bad thing.

The father in the family is a leader. But organizing the fathers in the neighborhood to collectively
give leadership to their families is a bad thing. It is not God's way.

A disciple of Christ is a christian who has given himself over to obedience to Christ. An evangelical is
a christian who has given himself over to obedience to evangelicalism. The evangelicals most firmly
tethered to evangelicalism are in the ministerial.

Every disciple of Christ is a good leader. Quality leadership is leading by example and by speaking
“the truth in love”.

What is Christ's way?
Christ's way is “one another” ministry...
Romans 14:19 (NLT): Let us aim for harmony in the church and try to build each other up.

1 Corinthians 3:10: | have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how
he builds on it.

1 Corinthians 12:7: The manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all.

1 Corinthians 12:8: To one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of
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kRnowledge.

1 Corinthians 12:10: To another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.

1 Corinthians 12:11: One and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually
as He wills.

1 Corinthians 12:25: There should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same
care for one another.

1 Corinthians 14:26: Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a
tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation.

1 Corinthians 14:31: You can all prophecy one by one, that all may learn and be encouraged.
1 Corinthians 14:39: Brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy.

Ephesians 4:16: The whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the
effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body.

Ephesians 5:19: Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.
Colossians 3:16: Teaching and admonishing one another.

Hebrews 10:25: Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves together, as is the manner of some, but
exhorting one another.

1 Peter 4:10: As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another.

Combined, these verses make a serious indictment against the very existence of the 2% ministerial.
The evangelical way is contrary to Christ's way. If the ministerial really was God, it would have God
stamped on it throughout the New Testament. It doesn't.

Paul's letters to the churches were directed to the 100%. The 2% aren't mentioned because in his
mind they didn't exist. Same with the 98%; they also didn't exist.

So what's the answer?

The answer is an open pulpit. The ideal is the Holy Spirit speaking through His choice whenever He
chooses. With Him there is no partisanship, credentials are meaningless, all would have equal
opportunity.

But is an open pulpit practical.. possible?

An open pulpit must be a protected pulpit, protected by a few simple rules determined by all, and
protected by serious prayer. If the world can send men to the moon surely evangelicals can figure
out how to have a protected open pulpit in their services. Nothing works perfectly, but an open
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pulpit would be a vast improvement over a solo ministry.
Will we ever see an open pulpit in the evangelical church?

Probably not. An open pulpit would actually be the doom of evangelicalism. Justifying the existence
of the ministerial would be difficult as the laity begin to understand they are not laity and the
credentialed have no special rank.

So what does a ‘layman’ do?
Repent. The answer to most, if not all, problems is repentance.

Galatians 5:1: Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be
entangled again with a yoke of bondage.

The layman was free (“Christ has made us free") and returned “again with the yoke of bondage”. He
who was yoked to Christ by Christ allowed himself to be yoked to another by another. If one has
allowed others to label him, to dictate to him, to direct his life, he simply has to place himself, again,
under the lordship of “the head of the church”.

Christ's preachers do not need evangelicalism to provide an audience. “The fields are already ripe
for harvest." There is a shortage of able laborers, those dedicated solely to “Jesus Christ and Him
crucified". If every evangelical committed his/her christianity solely to Christ much more fruit would
be forthcoming. “By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit."

A layman must cease being a layman. His thinking must be Christ's thinking: In Christ's church there
are no classes, no division, no 2%, and no 98%.

And the salaried minister?

The answer is the same: repentance. He, too, has exchanged the lordship of Christ and the
governance of the Holy Spirit for the lordship of man, his ecclesiastical superiors. The christian
serving christians will possibly (probably?) never hear those words we should all ache to hear, "Well
done, good and faithful servant”.

Note: Pulpit Power is a full-length novel (available at larryjones.ca) intended to demonstrate the
power of the pulpit in the local church. Starring in Pulpit Power are Pastor Mac, his wife Vivian, their
two teens, Katie and Kyle, and Roo the plumber, his wife Jenny, their son John Douglas, and Tree
and his family, and the board of elders at Bryden Falls Community Christian Center, and the
Challengers baseball team, and some etceteras. The setting for Pulpit Power is Bryden Falls, “skirting
the Canada-U.S. border, somewhere in western Canada’.

THESIS # 40

Non-Biblical words familiar to evangelicals - such as membership, denominations, program,
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covering, seminary, senior pastor, home church, ministerial, and many others - reveal a wide
chasm between evangelicalism and the Bible.

Matthew 7:14 (NIV): Small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life.

Within the "narrow... road" (within christianity) is a harrow road. Ten virgins were on the narrow road,
but only five were on the narrow road (the road of faithfulness to First Love) within the narrow road.

Within the "narrow... road” (within christianity) there is also a heavily populated wide road. On this
road reside the majority, those who have shuffled Lord Jesus from first place to a lesser place.

Both the narrow and the wide road lead to the same location - the judgment seat of Christ. At this
time and place the value of everyone's eternity will be revealed and established. How narrow is
narrow?... the judgment seat will reveal it. How wide is wide?... the judgment seat will reveal it.

If those on the wide road, which leads to a vast and eternal loss, realized it was the wide road they
travelled, they would make, one would think, a quick transfer to the narrow road, which leads to a
vast and eternal wealth.

Narrow road, wide road - how does one know?

The answer is found in our speech. Our words reveal the road we travel. What we say unlocks the
secrets of the heart. It doesn't take much listening to know where one's enthusiasm and love has
been placed.

All began their christianity on the narrow road where passion for Him overflows. But many found the
narrow road hard and lonely, and the wide road seemed more appealing and less demanding. A
distant Jesus takes less courage and effort than an up-close Jesus. So the transfer from one road to
the other was made silently in the heart of most.

With a transfer comes a change of vocabulary.

When the Holy Spirit invaded catholicism in the '70s and '80s - this known as the catholic
charismatic movement - it didn't take long for strange doctrines to weave themselves throughout
the movement. And with strange doctrines came strange words - charismatic, group discernment,
submission to (spiritual ) authority, rebellious (to authority), discipleship, covering, headship, core group,
community, renewal, etcetera.

The encroachment of curious teachings, packaged in curious words, came through preachers
(certified preachers, mostly) - in person, and via books and audio tapes - and was probably the main
cause of the collapse of one of the most profound visitations of God in church history. Had everyone
in the catholic charismatic movement stuck to the language of the Bible it would still be the mighty
force it once was.

A preacher, we assume, is one who preaches the gospel or some spiritual truth. Not entirely so...
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Galatians 3:1: Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth?
That “who" was a preacher.

Acts 20:29: | know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the
flock.

Those “salvage wolves" Paul referenced were preachers.

Acts 155 (NLT): Some of the believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and insisted,
“The gentile converts must be circumcised and required to follow the law of Moses.”

Those guys were preachers.
A preacher does not always preach the truth.

Most of Christ's own within evangelicalism travel the wide road, this made evident by evangelical
conversations peppered with words foreign to Christ's words and ways. Preachers (and certainly
other influences) are responsible for the heavy pedestrian traffic. Humility and repentance will bring
anyone back to the narrow road where Christ's unadulterated truths reign and Godly enthusiasm
overflows.

We are all preachers, sometimes for the good and sometimes not. When our speech is colored with
words not found in Scripture we should suspect our perspectives. Deviant words seriously damage
us and those we cherish/influence.

When Christ returns there will be millions, perhaps billions, of born-again believers in His church. Yet
Jesus asks, “When the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?”

Yes, our Lord Jesus will find faith on that narrow road within the “narrow... road” where His faithful
walk out their earth-years.
THESIS#41

Denominations are non-Biblical and therefore contrary to Christ. The ruling structure of
evangelicalism mimics the business enterprise. No early-church christian attended a
denominational church as we know it.

There are hundreds of protestant denominations throughout the world. This isn't an indication of
spirituality, but rather evidence of man's itch to build and his need to scratch that itch.

A denomination evolved as one church became two and two became ten and ten became a
denomination. Having churches stand alone with only the Holy Spirit to guide them is scary. Big is
better. Big is safer.
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Often a denomination splits and becomes two. And splits again to become three or four. Life among
builders and controllers is often dysfunctional as they jockey for status and relevance.

As a denomination grows so does its influence. Increased influence equals increased power. With
power comes corruption. Always. Little power, little corruption. Lots of power, lots of corruption.

Denominations were created through compromise. The 2% ministerial added to and subtracted from
The Word, altered some parts and ignored others, until another denomination, with its own blend of
peculiarities and distinctives and perspectives, was birthed. Compromise gave it life, and
compromise glues the pieces together, and compromise maintains it.

Denominations professing the lordship of Christ actually compete with Christ for the loyalty of God's
people. Their success has enfeebled millions of evangelicals (etcetera), which diminishes the
urgency of Christ's great commission, which explains why “the way that leads to destruction” is still
‘broad” and “the way which leads to life" is still “narrow”.

Since a denomination is not birthed by God it will never submit to the governance of the Holy Spirit.
The folks collectively bow to rationalization, the same god that rules the world from which we were
saved. In this ecclesiastical maze, the ordinary pour homage unto the exceptional who in turn pour
homage unto the remarkable. Those in power bask in their power... because power corrupts. Always.

The denomination placed one of their own behind the pulpit, and though the denominational lords
cannot be seen, their influence blankets the congregators every gathering. The nervous heart of the
pastor is more attuned to the officers above him than the people in his care.

From the pulpit comes a strong suggestion: You need us. The congregator who once leaned on the
Holy Spirit for direction soon learns to lean on the organization. What can be more damaging to the
Jesus-christian relationship?

Paul finished what he called “my race” only because he submitted to the Holy Spirit. Same with the
eleven. Same with any true disciple of Christ. We have no hope of completing our race (our calling,
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our assignment) except by an allegiance to the Holy Spirit akin to Paul's.

The strength of the local church comes from registered members, evangelicals fully surrendered to
the causes of their corner of evangelicalism. More than insignificant adherents, they carry the
financial burden of the church (and also support denominational headquarters). Will those investing
much of their lives into making this thing work be satisfied at the judgment seat of Christ?

There is a much better way than church membership...

Have you heard the term church hopping? Church hopping is attending various churches instead of
regularly attending one church. Though frowned upon by controllers, the church-hopper has a
major advantage over the regulars. Not only does he get a healthy variety of perspectives, it is easier
to dodge the religion and compromise that has ensnared the regular attenders.

A church-hopper is there for spiritual feeding from the pulpit and inspiration from the corporate
praise and worship, nothing more. Her social requirements are necessarily established outside the
church. He feeds the offering plate only as the Spirit of the Lord leads. They have no reason to read
the church bulletin.

Leadership's disdain for church-hoppers reveals their true motives - which is not the welfare of the
church-hopper, but control over his/her life. How can they supervise someone who only shows up
occasionally? Church-hoppers make lousy building material for the ambitious builders.

Sometimes we fail to see the obvious: The early church was profoundly fruitful, and yet denominations
were not yet invented. \What does that tell us?
THESIS # 42

Most certainly, evangelicalism is not a creation of Jesus Christ. Within evangelicalism Christ is a
symbolic lord only. Man, not Christ, is the decision-maker. Man, not Christ, is lord.

The only legitimate organization within the church of Jesus Christ is the family. The husband is the
head of the family, the wife is under the husband, and the children are under both parents.




Larry Jones Another Ninety-Five

Start a house church https://larryjones.ca/another-ninety-five/

Ephesians 5:23: The husband is the head of the wife, as also Christ is the head of the church.

Ephesians 5:22: Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

Ephesians 5:24: Just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in
everything.

Ephesians 6:1: Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.

Colossians 3:20: Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.

This is simplicity. But...

But evangelicalism often blurs this simplicity, and makes the simple confusing.

Confusion is a product of an unholy mixture. Confusion finds access when God's simple instructions
are blended with traditional contrivances. The ambassador of tradition behind the pulpit, Pastor
Impressive, is often an illegitimate third party in the marriage and the entire family.

He slowly usurps, possibly in innocent unawareness, the spiritual authority of the husband over the
wife. The husband notices, but assumes that's just the way it's supposed to be. In matters of serious
concern she will bypass her husband and make an appointment with Pastor Impressive.

Pastor Impressive, you understand, must be the most able person in the church, someone having
special rank with God. That's why he's behind the pulpit. That's why he's licensed. That's why he's
salaried. Every service he becomes bigger, more impressive, as he churns out Godly wisdom from
the god-maker (the pulpit). Husband is a pretty good plumber (or lawyer or accountant or whatever)
but no match for Pastor Impressive in spiritual matters.
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And the kids? From a very young age they are ushered away from Dad and Mom, away from their
spiritual authority, to a sunday school class to learn about God. They see Dad and Mom light up in
the presence of Pastor Impressive, a non-verbal teaching to the kids to give equal homage. Dad and
Mom, while still the disciplinarians, become less and less a spiritual refuge and mentor.

Lord Jesus never created an organization, other than the family, within His church. All others within
christianity were birthed from men doing religion outside the perimeters of God's will. As God did not
create catholicism for catholics, or anglicanism for anglicans, or lutheranism for lutherans, so He did
not create evangelicalism for evangelicals. And as catholicism created catholics, and anglicanism
created anglicans, and lutheranism created lutherans, so did evangelicalism create evangelicals.

This should be obvious to every seeing, hearing evangelical... but it's not.

Matthew 6:10: Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Up there there are no catholics, anglicans, lutherans, evangelicals, charismatics, pentecostals,
baptists, presbyterians, or whatever. If they don't belong up there they surely don't belong down
here.

When the Father looks upon mankind He sees two groups only: His kids (through Lord Jesus) and
those He wants to be His kids. We should see only what our Father sees: His and not His.

When Jesus looks upon His church He doesn't see an evangelical (or whatever); He sees a blood-
washed, blood-bought saint. He doesn't even see an apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor or teacher,
even though every christian has been endowed with at least one of these ministry gifts. Our Elder
Brother sees brothers and sisters. (“Go and tell My brethren...") We who attempt to imitate our Christ
should have His eyesight.

We should see a precious brother or sister in Christ. We see a saint, a redeemed one. We do not see
an evangelical or a pastor or a layman. We do not see an elder. We do not see a reverend’. We see
a brother. We see a sister.
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Within evangelicalism are many, perhaps most, of God's children. Within is the fivefold ministry. As
Lord Jesus works through his gifted saints, one might conclude He is working through, and thus
endorsing, evangelicalism. Not so.

Evangelicalism, with its titles and certifications and professional pulpiteers - as every other religion
(evangelicalism is a religion) - contends with the Lord Jesus Christ for the hearts of its adherents. As
such, Christ stands against it... while standing with the evangelical.

Lord Jesus is not the lord of evangelicalism, man is. Lordship of Christ infers things are done in
obedience to Him and His ways - and they are not. Should all evangelicals suddenly bow to the
lordship of Christ evangelicalism would cease to be.

THESIS # 43

As God ministers to others through feeble christians, He likewise ministers through feeble
churches. Multitudes benefit from attending an evangelical church. Evangelical churches
compare well with non-evangelical churches.

Compared to the angels and compared to what we will soon be, yes, we are feeble. And yet the
*head of the church” uses us. Who else does He have?

The angels are sane, the saints up there are sane, and we hover somewhere between sane and...
uh... unstable. We are half-baked, partially finished, incomplete, and out of square. We are fractured,
splintered, unglued, and unbalanced. And yet...

And yet our Lord Jesus Christ entrusted His great commission to us as surely as the eleven. Yes,
even though..

Even though we are sometimes grouchy, always touchy, occasionally peeved, and often impatient.
We are driven by restlessness, fearful of running out of stuff, and, like Martha, “worried and troubled
about many things". We are self-concerned, self-directed, self-enriching, and self-confident. And
yet...

And yet the life of “the Lord of the harvest” flows through us, causing us to bear fruit. Yes, even
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though..

Even though unbelief outweighs belief, integrity occasionally falters, discouragement finds
openings, and learning comes slow. We are sometimes sincere and sometimes not, sometimes
reverential and sometimes not, sometimes pleasant and sometimes not. Talking is an addiction,
listening is agony, critiquing is fun, and an audience is our joy. And yet..

And yet ‘Christ and I' are a powerhouse. His power and our submission will get the job done. Yes,
even though..

Even though we are slow to share, quick to judge, sluggish with encouragement, and eager to
suggest. We binge on knowledge, lack understanding, dodge wisdom, and have need of
discernment. We plan more for retirement than the judgment seat of Christ, we diligently lay up
“‘treasures on earth” while slack in bettering our relationship with the One who matters most. And
yet..

And yet the Lord Jesus sees fit to include us in the harvesting of souls, and in the reformation of His
church. His love for us is equal to our love for Him times a thousand. Yes, even though...

Even though we are perplexed and wounded and confused and insecure. We make mistakes,
repeat those mistakes, and repeat them again. We take comfort in our righteousness, remember our
generous moments, and forgive ourselves quicker than others. And yet...

And yet “we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us”, we are “the light
of the world" and “the salt of the earth”. Yes, even though..

Even though we compete, impress, presume and politicize. We major on minors, understate the
critical, venerate our opinions, and jealously guard our reputation. And yet...

And yet we bear fruit. Perhaps not much, but some. Some is much better than none.
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In spite of ourselves, we have cause to be encouraged. We are not much different than the twelve,
and the twelve accomplished much through (and only through) Jesus Christ.

The twelve were sometimes impatient with those who pressed upon the Master, even little children.
They found it difficult to unravel the Lord's parables. They craved an earthly kingdom. More than
once they argued about who among them is greatest. They couldn't understand The Teacher when
He spoke in simple terms about His death and resurrection. They were indignant when a woman
poured “very costly fragrant oil” on Christ's head. They were often fearful and unbelieving and
bickering. They abandoned their Christ at His darkest hour. Fearful and distraught, they dismissed
reports of His foretold resurrection.

The angels were sane, the saints in paradise awaiting their Savior were sane, but the twelve hovered
somewhere between sane and... uh... unstable.

The Lord Jesus Christ would have us relax in our inadequacy. This is not being frivolous, but trusting.
We do not strive to be good but connected. When we finally admit we can't and lay down our effort,
Lord Jesus will take over. He alone can take us from where we are to where we want to be. (It's a
slo-0-0-w pace.)

Many of Christ's unfinished re-creations gather together every sunday under an evangelical tent.
Usually something good happens.

A monkey was placed in a cage and wired in such a way that scientists could measure the monkey's
anxiety level. Then they did mean things to aggravate the poor thing, and sure enough the anxiety
level climbed dramatically. Next, they placed another monkey in the cage, and repeated the
experiment on monkey number one. The anxiety level was not nearly as acute.

Those monkeys teach us there is strength in togetherness. After a funeral the grieving people gather
for lunch and find respite in the chatter and fellowship. There is comfort in fellowship; God made us
that way.
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God gave Eve to Adam, Aaron to Moses, Ruth to Naomi, Barnabas to Paul, and John to Mary. He sent
the apostles two by two. He likewise sent the seventy in pairs. He sent two to make preparations for
the Passover meal, and two to fetch the colt for His triumphal entrance into Jerusalem.

There is strength in two and more strength in dozens. The gathering of christians is more potent than
the gathering of non-christians because...

Matthew 18:20: Where two or three are gathered together in My name, | am there in the midst of them.

At many evangelical services Lord Jesus comes with grace to teach and grace to comfort and grace
to strengthen. Heaven opens (sometimes a little and sometimes a lot) and a blessing (sometimes a
little and sometimes a lot) is poured upon those in attendance. Sometimes the service is ho hum,
and other times pretty good. One might have to attend a couple of ho hums to get a pretty good, but
even in the ho hums there is something.

For all its inadequacy, the typical evangelical congregation bears good fruit, and through them
heaven's population increases. Most churches have a children's program whereby youngsters are
introduced to the Lord Jesus. And a youth program to challenge secularism for the hearts of teens.

The sincere evangelical regularly attending sunday service will be safe. Gathering with the saints will
assure the branch is always connected to “the true vine". Perhaps one day he will mature sufficiently
and have no need of such a formal way of gathering with the saints. But until then...

THESIS#44
Within evangelical churches are some who maintain a healthy enthusiasm for Christ.

Some within evangelicalism are proof it is possible to attend an evangelical church and “maintain a
healthy enthusiasm for Christ". Possible, but not probable? The casualty rate is high.

It's hard to resist the current of the majority, to stand firm while most lie prostrate before established
religion, to resist the relentless pull to compromise.
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Compromise. Compromise offers an immediate return but regret is just around the bend. Here-and-
now rewards will be dwarfed by there-and-later loss of rewards. Compromise compromises the
attachment between Vine and branch and therefore robs us of power. Less power is less answered
prayers and less every good thing.

A compromiser is a 12 volt battery producing 6 volts. A compromiser runs hard but doesn't get there.
The compromiser shoots and misses. The compromiser rows with one oar. Compromising is as
dumb as the guy taking a trip on a go-cart, raking leaves with a hoe, playing solitaire with missing
cards, telling the boss it's time for a deduction in pay.

Compromise assures loss at the judgment seat of Christ.

And yet it's possible to attend an evangelical church without compromising. There can be good and
gain for the one attending but not attached.

Advice: if attending, attend with caution. Listed are eleven ‘cannot-s’ for the attendee determined to
steer away from debilitating compromise while attending an evangelical church..

Cannot # one: Cannot put unity above obedience.

The builders insist on unity because a united congregation is easier to inspire and direct. Being in
agreement with the way it is brings the reward of inclusion, but at the cost of the lordship of your
Christ. Your chief responsibility is maintaining “the unity of the Spirit", an impossibility for the one

agreeing to a manufactured unity.

You need not be in agreement with your neighbor to “love your neighbour as yourself”, to be
sensitive, to be gracious. The most tyrannical religions are the most fused; agreement is not a sign of
spiritual wellness.

Cannot # two: Cannot surrender the governance of the Holy Spirit.
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Obeying the prompting of the Holy Spirit is actually obeying the Lord Jesus; He directs your life by
way of His Spirit. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty.” You know you are free in Christ
when you do not feel obligated to ask another permission.

If leadership manages to transfer your loyalty from Christ to itself, they have done you (and the
people you affect) a horrible injustice. And a negative impact on you is a negative impact on His
great commission.

Cannot # three: Cannot be an evangelical.

From the Lord's perspective, you are only what He made you to be. If you consider yourself to be
anything other than what the Bible declares, you have some renouncing to do. Lord Jesus has never
made a man, woman, or child an evangelical.

As previously stated, it is not necessary to be an evangelical to attend an evangelical church. You
are already “the light of the world", and remaining loyal to the Bible's perspective will also make you
‘the light of the" wayward church.

Cannot # four: Cannot be critical of people.

It's tempting to be judgmental (in the sense of superiority) of those inferior in wisdom and
faithfulness to Lord Jesus. But it's simply not allowed...

Luke 6:37 (NLT): “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn others, or it will
come back against you.”

However, there is nothing in these words of Christ forbidding the judging and condemning of
religious systems and traditions contrary to your God; Christ Himself often challenged the accepted.
On the contrary, there is something wrong with the christian lacking indignation while witnessing
stark injustices of the way it is.
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Cannot # five: Cannot lean on the church for support.

The world leans on the world, but the church is not to lean on the church.

Christ is trustworthy, we are not. When we bunch together we become less, not more trustworthy
because of our tendency to politicize and compete. However, it's wisdom to be alert to the Holy
Spirit speaking His truths and directions through church people (or whoever). A good prayer: “Lord
Jesus, increase my discernment.”

The endorsement of Jesus Christ, His Father, and the Holy Spirit must be your sufficiency. Seeking
outside endorsement is evidence of not abiding in the reality of God's approval.

Cannot # six: Cannot call the pastor “Pastor”.

As surely as it is offensive to the Lord to call a man Father (‘Do not call anyone on earth your Father”)
or Teacher ("Do not be called teachers”), it must be equally repugnant to hear His sheep call a man
Pastor. (Pastor means shepherd.) Have we forgotten, ‘the Lord is my shepherd"?

Of course, to be the only one not calling ‘Pastor’ Fred Pastor Fred will mark you. Your commitment to
Christ may be obvious to all, but that matters little; you must bow to the accepted regardless of
whether the accepted is based on the Bible. You will pay for this lack of submission to the way it is
and your threat to unity.

2 Timothy 3:12: Yes, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

You should not be concerned about suffering persecution; you should be concerned about not
suffering persecution.

Cannot # seven: Cannot depend on the local church for bulk of teaching.
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God prefers teaching through many, not one or a few. Limiting your sources is limiting God. Limiting
God is limiting your potential and accomplishments. Listen for the voice of The Teacher teaching
through whoever, be they family or friends or television/internet people, or writers, or pulpit people.
‘Let every man be swift to hear.”

Perhaps the purest teachings will come directly from the Holy Spirit as you meditate upon the
sayings of Christ at the feet of Christ.

Cannot # eight: Cannot become a church member.

Never sign a pledge or a membership card. The only thing a christian should sign is the last page of
the Bible, symbolizing a determination to obey. A good litmus test when discerning the right and
wrong of a matter is to try to imagine Paul or Peter or John agreeing to it (if they were here). Can you
imagine these apostles becoming members of a local church?

Cannot # nine: Cannot tithe.

Why would anyone want to give ten percent of his/her income for others to invest? How can the
Holy Spirit direct your life if He has no lordship over your income - which took a considerable
amount of your life to earn?

More and more believers are seeing the obvious fallacy of tithing. The hardest to convince are those
salaried by the tithe.

Cannot # ten: Cannot be muzzled.

While you are not there to disrupt, sometimes a conflict is unavoidable. Only compromisers can
avoid every confrontation.
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If a tither asks if you believe in tithing you must simply reply no (if your answer is no), and, if asked,
state plainly your conviction. Should the tither suddenly stop being a tither, guess who is going to
immediately notice? And guess who will be blamed?

Your presence is an endorsement of the evangelical way unless you express otherwise. Remember,
you are an ambassador of Christ, not your church. May the Lord Jesus give you wisdom to know
when to be discreet and when to be expressive.

Some churches will tolerate a maverick, but many will not. Again, “All who desire to live godly in
Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”

Cannot # eleven: Cannot forget your goal

This is the most important cannot. Your goal, of course, is more of Christ, to know Him, to pursue Him
energetically. You don't want to ‘change the subject’ from Christ to one of many distractions.

You are privileged to be invited deeper into the person of Jesus Christ. This Great Invitation is the
believer's precious possession. As the reasonable person would never trade gold for trinkets,
likewise the reasonable believer will never ignore this divine invitation while accepting an inferior
invitation to band with men.

THESIS # 45

Many evangelical churches have a powerful time of praise and worship during the church
service whereby the Lord Jesus manifests His sweet, sweet presence.

There's pretty good preaching in many of the songs we sing. The gospel of salvation is well
packaged in “Amazing Grace" and many other old and current songs.

“Just As | Am", written by an invalid, Charlotte Elliot of England (1789-1871), has been sung with
heartfelt praise in millions of evangelical churches throughout much of the world. Billy Graham
crusades has used “Just As | Am" to help draw millions to a decision for Jesus Christ; immediately
after Billy preached, Charlotte preached. Ponder afresh the spiritual wealth and wisdom in what
could possibly be the most sung hymn in evangelicalism..
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Just As | Am

Just as | am, without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, and waiting not

To rid my soul of one dark blot,

To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, though tossed about
With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, poor, wretched, blind;
Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all | need in Thee to find,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;

Because Thy promise | believe,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come.
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This sermon-song not only summons the seeker to come as is, but also rouses us, who have already
come, into deeper depths of Christ. None sufficiently hungry are disqualified from obtaining more of
Him. May our daily prayer be, “O Lamb of God, | come, | come.”

Everyone has heard of the Wesley brothers, John and Charles. Both were mid-18" century
preachers, John the more prolific and famous. John was one of the first to take the gospel message
outside anglican church walls into the fields, the marketplaces, and roadsides of England - this
being far beyond the boundaries of accepted protocol. It must have taken real grit to oppose the
way it is back then because the controlling lords were much sterner than those today. John's
influence spread throughout the United Kingdom, the young american colonies, and elsewhere.

However, of the two brothers, Charles, the hymnist, has preached to far more evangelicals
(etcetera). Most of us have never read a John Wesley sermon, but almost all have heard inspiring,
quality teachings through the sermon-songs of Charles. One of his most memorable creations is his
easter canticle, masterfully blending sound teaching with praise and hope and encouragement...

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!

Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!

Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia!
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!

Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!

Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!
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Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!

Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia!

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia!
Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia!
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia!

Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia!

King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia!
Everlasting life is this, Alleluia!
Thee to know, Thy power to prove, Alleluia!

Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia!

How could a woman, blind since infancy, hope to be of much use to the Lord Jesus? Fannie Crosby
(1820-1915) has written about eight thousand hymns and lyrics, many making their way into hymnals,
thus blessing several generations of mainline protestants and evangelicals. Ponder the words of this
sermon-song written in 1873...

Blessed Assurance




Larry Jones Another Ninety-Five

Start a house church https://larryjones.ca/another-ninety-five/

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.

Refrain:

This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long;
This is my story, this is my song,

Praising my Savior all the day long.

Perfect submission, perfect delight,
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
Angels, descending, bring from above

Echoes of mercy, whispers of love.

Perfect submission, all is at rest,
| in my Savior am happy and blest,
Watching and waiting, looking above,

Filled with His goodness, lost in His love.

It is good to sing, both by oneself and in harmony with others. Singing truth is declaring truth;
declaring truth gets truth deeper into our hearts. Truth ignored is powerless to sanctify; embraced, it
causes great gain.

Music is one of God's methods of drawing His children into intimacy. What we will become depends
on the quality of today's spiritual diet. Hearing is good, speaking and declaring is better. Prayer life
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should include singing.

The value of corporate praise and worship will vary from one congregation to the next. As
appreciation for “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” is more profound in one believer than another, so
the depth of collective gratitude varies from church to church. But all is good.

Singing truth is medicinal, and softens the heart. (That's why collection immediately follows praise
and worship.) We elevate each other as we sing together. We get a respite from burdens as we lose
ourselves in praise and worship. Jesus strengthens us. Singing of our bright tomorrow in that land
that defies description, we are less affected by our troublesome now. The least happy (the least
rewarded) up there is considerably more blessed than the happiest here.

The Lord Jesus Christ is magnified in most songs. It is so appropriate and fulfilling to give due
homage to “the King of kings and Lord of lords". Some who sing His name haven't mentioned Him
since last sunday, and if not for praise time during sunday service, would rarely mention Him.

Quite often the focus is changed from Jesus to something else when the pulpit person begins his
forty minute sermon. It's amazing how a christian can avoid Christ while talking to a church full of
christians, but such is common. If he would elevate “the name which is above every name" the entire
congregation would be healthier and thus more fruitful.

It is quite possible the twenty minutes of praise more effectively draws people into the church than
the forty minutes of pulpit ministry. It is also quite possible attendance would increase if the twenty
minutes became forty, and the forty twenty.

The tail end of the history of church worship is even better than the early years. The inflation of
christian artists in the last few decades has translated into a real smorgasbord of choice. And with
the arrival of audio tapes and cd's and internet, every christian has brought quality sermon-songs
home. Many of us have hundreds of songs available at a click or two.

Huge stadiums throughout the nations are filled with worshippers who come to participate with their
favorite worship band or quartet or soloist. There is a 24/7 house of prayer in Kansas City, Missouri




Larry Jones Another Ninety-Five

Start a house church https://larryjones.ca/another-ninety-five/

whereby praise has never ceased for several years. But most offerings of praise unto our most high
Christ is in the local church, evangelical and others.

THESIS # 46

Many quality spiritual insights proceed from evangelical pulpits every sunday.

Luke 24:32 (NLT): They said to each other, ‘Didn't our hearts burn within us as he talked with us on the
road, and explained the Scriptures to us?"

When Lord Jesus speaks “our hearts burn within us". Sometimes it is Him speaking through the
pulpit person sunday morning. And sometimes not.

It would be relaxing if we could accept as true what every pulpit fellow declared. But we cannot.
While some messages are high quality, others must be categorized as false teachings. To further
complicate matters, false teachings contain some truth, and commendable teachings could include
faulty perspectives.

1 Corinthians 14:29 (NLT): Let two or three people prophesy, and let the others evaluate what is said.

Evaluate. Judge. Examine. Check. Appraise.

A mature christian is a practiced evaluator. He learned a long time ago bad guys can say good things
and good guys can say bad things. The naive shout “Amen!” carelessly. We need to guard our hearts
so impurities do not gain access. A false teaching, once rooted, is hard to extract.

One sunday the preacher gives an inspiring and accurate message, and we could assume the guy
can be trusted. But not necessarily so. He could be like the friend we all have who switches from
wise to dumb in a heartbeat. Or he could be like Peter...

Our Lord commended Peter when he declared, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” A few
minutes later our Lord slammed Peter when he rebuked Jesus after Jesus spoke of His coming
suffering in Jerusalem.
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In us all is wise, and in us all is dumb. We got some things right and other things wrong. The humble
acknowledges his inadequacy.

Lord Jesus speaks to His defective church through His defective church. His preference is to speak
through all to all, but the way it is forbids it. Nonetheless He speaks through the system'’s chosen to
the degree he is open. Our place is to...

Evaluate. Judge. Examine. Check. Appraise.

THESIS#47

When one considers church leadership one should think of Jesus Christ and not any man or
group of men.

Matthew 23:10 (NASB): Do not be called leaders; for One is your leader, that is, Christ.

Matthew 23:10 (TAB): You must not be called masters (leaders), for you have one Master (Leader), the
Christ.

If we are not to call a man leader we, obviously, should not consider a man leader - not our leader
nor the leader of the church.

If we are not to consider a man leader, we should not consider men leaders. This would include
pastoral executives, board of elders, denominational bosses, all ‘reverends’, all salaried, everyone.
Because...

Matthew 23:8 (NLT): All of you are equal as brothers and sisters.

In Christ's church there are only brothers and sisters in Christ. No fathers, no sons, no mothers, no
daughters. All are of the same rank. Equal.
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An elder is not a brother of higher rank, but either an older brother or one more knowledgeable and
faithful than most.

Our pastor is Jesus, our teacher is Jesus, our leader is Jesus, our elder brother is Jesus.

The New Testament uses the words leader and leaders several times in the New Testament, but
seldom in reference to the church. At the least, that is interesting, but more, it is corrective for those
using those words loosely, in a manner that refers to man or men as church leadership.

There is, however, a problem for some...

Hebrews 137 (NIV): Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you.

Though the KJV and the NKJV never use the word leader (in reference to the church), other
translations do. The NIV's Hebrews 137 cites an occasion when the Bible seems to conflict with
itself: “One is your leader” verses “your leaders”. Or: one Leader (Christ) verses several leaders
(christians). You should give this matter serious consideration, for many use what seems to be a
discrepancy to draw others away from the lordship of Jesus unto the lordship of themselves.

A christian is both spiritual and carnal. The spiritual is supposed to gain continual ascendency over
the carnal but, sadly, that is often not so. In the Bible the Holy Spirit speaks to both the spiritual
christian (those more spiritual than carnal) and the carnal christian (those more carnal than spiritual).

As a pastor is, in reality, an under-pastor (a pastor under Christ, someone who Christ pastors
through), and as an evangelist is one used by The Great Evangelist (you and | were evangelized by
none other than the Holy Spirit who evangelizes through whoever), so a leader (‘remember your
leaders”) is a leader only in a very limited sense. His/her main function is to point you to the one, true
Leader.

What does “Lord” mean, if not Leader? And what does “head of the church” mean if not Leader? Do
we have several lords? Several "*heads"? Several leaders?
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That there are two truths, one spiritual and one natural, shouldn't confuse.

John 16:32: You will be scattered, each to his own, and will leave Me alone. And yet | am not alone,
because the Father is with me.

Truth: Jesus was left alone. Truth: Jesus was never alone.

Truth: When you are alone you are alone. Truth: When you are alone you are not alone. (| will never
leave you.")

Truth: There are several leaders in the church. Truth:; There is one Leader in the church.

One truth is topped by a higher truth. One truth applies to the carnal christian, the other applies to
the spiritual. The reason most evangelicals reference a man or men when speaking of church
leadership is simply because most evangelicals are carnal (more carnal than spiritual). Blame that on
the way it is.

As itis wrong to call a man leader ("Do not be called leaders”), it is likewise wrong to call a man
father (Do not call anyone on earth your father”). It used to be catholics and some mainline
protestants were the only ones guilty of disobeying Christ's mandate, but lately it has been trendy in
some evangelical corners to call others father. It seems like permission to call another father (or refer
to a brother in Christ as his/her spiritual father) is found in Paul's letter to Timothy...

1 Timothy 1:2: To timothy, my true son in the faith.

And to Titus..

Titus 1:4: To Titus, a true son in our common faith.
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And to the Corinthians...

1 Corinthians 4:15: Though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many
fathers, for in Christ Jesus | have begotten you through the gospel.

Now let's compare these verses to..

Ephesians 1:5: having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself.

Luke 11:2;: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name,

Romans 1.7: Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

There are two truths, equally true but not equally relevant and not equally valuable and not equally
emphasized. One truth applies to the carnal believer, the other to the spiritual. The one living in
carnal reality can be compared to the christian who lives in a dingy basement suite, and the one
living in spiritual reality is the one living upstairs on the main floor.

Timothy's true Father is Paul's true Father. Paul's true Father is our true Father. Our true Father is
Christ's true Father. That is the reality we should abide in. We all were led to Christ by someone, and
yet we should not consider that someone to be our spiritual father (or mother). Our hearts and minds
should be trained to see beyond flesh and blood, to see The Great Evangelist who brought us to our
spiritual Father by bringing us to Jesus.

Nothing in the Bible nullifies Christ's command: “Do not call anyone on earth your father.”

THESIS #48

The pastor, not Christ, is the actual leader and shepherd and teacher of the evangelical
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congregation.

Many evangelicals, after serious and honest and perhaps painful examination of motives and
intentions, could confess: The actual leader and shepherd and teacher of me is me. Or: The actual
leader and shepherd and teacher of me is Pastor Whoever.

Evangelicals either shepherd themselves by their own understanding or surrender themselves to
the shepherding of another - while assuming or pretending “The Lord is my Shepherd".

Only the one sensitive and submissive to the Holy Spirit can truthfully say, “The Lord is my
Shepherd” simply because Lord Jesus shepherds us via the Holy Spirit. If Jesus is not the One who
shepherds us He soon can be. Sincere repentance will bring the drifter back to “first love", back to
where she once was, back to “that great Shepherd of the sheep”.

The pastor, not Jesus, shepherds (or attempts to shepherd) the congregation. The way it is implies
the Lord desires to shepherd His sheep through this endorsed man. This inference is no different
than that of catholicism and many etceteras. However, it is not the Lord's way to shepherd through
one, but through many and through each other.

Man's endorsement shouldn't impress us; God's endorsement should.

Lord Jesus ministers through the humble and the available, those who have not disqualified
themselves. The pastor is a man who is shepherded by lords loftier than himself, a man who de-
emphasizes the shepherding of Christ. He can teach about Jesus, but cannot teach Jesus. He is
unable to lead the congregation into an intimacy he hasn't fostered.

Our Lord only shepherds through those who He shepherds. The pastor's submission to evangelical
lords and the sparse fruit of his congregation are sufficient evidence the man is not in submission to
“‘that great Shepherd”. And this should not surprise us...

Does the businessman invite the Lord Jesus to take charge of his business? Does the student
commit his schooling to the lordship of Christ? Did the young lady ask the Lord Jesus to choose her
marriage partner? Has Dad and Mom surrendered parenting to Jesus? Is the plumber a plumber
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because that is the profession chosen for him by “the head of the church"?

Quite rare is the evangelical who spends his days under the governance of the most Holy Spirit. And
the pastor is, more than most, an evangelical. He serves evangelicalism, he preaches
evangelicalism, he is financially supported by evangelicalism, he is thoroughly loyal to the ways and
means of evangelicalism.

There is a better way for you. The Lord Jesus wants to shepherd you. Personally. A branch abiding in
the vine. A sheep following his Shepherd. A Mary sitting at the feet of The Teacher. A disciple
sensitive to the promptings of the Holy Spirit. A son/daughter cognizant of a doting Father.

To get from where we are to where we want to be requires honesty and humility and courage. Said
another way, we will never attain ‘better’ without honesty and humility and courage. Said another
way, without honesty and humility and courage we are stuck where we're at. However...

However honesty and humility and courage can thoroughly upset our ‘the way it is’. Not only will we
be warring against the familiar and accepted but against protectors of the familiar and accepted. (‘I

have not come to bring peace but a sword.") If peace and getting along are your primary concern it

would be a mistake to venture into better.

Martin Luther dared to challenge the accepted, and Martin Luther faced the wrath of the protectors.
Evangelicalism would never have become the entrenched power it now is if there were some who
had his courage of conviction, some willing to “suffer for righteousness sake”, a few standing against
encroaching “wind of doctrine”, “trickery of men’, “cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting". Because
of their dearth of honesty and humility and courage certain evangelical traditions are above par with
the Bible. And because of our dearth of honesty and humility and courage those harmful traditions
continue to steer His people astray.

James 5:16 (NIV): Confess your sins to each other.

A well known preacher who accomplished more than hundreds of us combined once said publicly,
‘| have a tendency to be a phony.” Most of us do but few realize it, fewer admit it, and fewer yet
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would say so publicly. This was an honest man, a humble man, a man of courage.

Honesty will cause us to identify our “actual leader and shepherd and teacher”. Humility will bring us
to repent and take ownership of our betrayal. And courage is needed to turn away from inferior
shepherds and return to “that great Shepherd of the sheep”.

To attain a higher plain we must be shepherded by Jesus Christ. None other is qualified to bring us
from here to there. That's why He alone is worthy of the title “Pastor”.

THESIS #49

Three dissimilarities place the pastor above the rest - his license, titles and salary; none of the
three have Bible precedent.

To understand how certification can be so valued within evangelicalism one must fully accept Bible
precedent is of little importance to evangelical lords. Until then, nothing makes sense. And over
centuries of church history, for the same reason, there has always been scarce need for Bible
precedent to justify titles and salaries.

That the twelve were not licensed, that the seventy were not licensed, that no New Testament
person was licensed or titled or salaried means between little and nothing within the evangelical
way. The only explanation seems to be that evangelicalism must be considered a progression of the
Bible, an improvement over that which the earliest (and successful) pioneers were familiar. However...

However a Bible ‘progressed’, a Bible improved’, is not the Bible. It is sand. Jesus warned the house
built on sand will surely fall. ("And great was its fall.")

The pastor of the congregation is simply not building (much of) his life and (much of) his ministry
upon the rock of Christ's sayings. That's why both life and ministry is sparse of fruit.

It's difficult for the evangelical to comprehend that the way it is, with its impressive numbers, the way
it has been for centuries, could be so wrong. But the alternative is harder yet to accept - that the
Bible could be wrong. For example..

Page: 100
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What does the New Testament have to say about licenses and certificates?

Nothing.

The word ‘license’, as you know, cannot be found in the Bible. However, evangelicalism is so
overwhelming to the evangelical, it simply doesn't matter what the Bible says or does not say.

An open letter to adherents of the Kelowna Evangelical Ministerial:

Paul taught the Corinthians, “Let two or three... speak and let the others judge (NKJV)." Please give
my proposal prayerful consideration. Thank you.

Whereas there is a division within Christ's church whereby members are segregated into either the
clergy (or ministerial) and laity (laymen, laywomen); and

Whereas such division has no New Testament precedent; and

Whereas this practice is contrary to the words of the Lord Jesus, "All of you are on the same level as
brothers and sisters (NLT)" and

Whereas your denominational/associational licenses and ordination certificates are strong symbols
propagating such division, | offer the following recommendations:
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In the near future, after ample discussion and debate, agree to meet as a group in a public place (such
as Kelowna City Park or Prospera Place) for the purpose of publicly disposing all such certificates, this
preceded by a public announcement of your intention especially directed to those under your influence.

Consider disposing your certificates by casting them in a fire visible to all, or inserting them in a
shredder, or simply tearing them before the audience and, more important, before the Lord Jesus.

And further, select one to vocalize sincere repentance unto the Lord Jesus, expressing the group'’s regret
for its part in the rendering of the church into two segments.

Please do not be slighted by this proposal, unusual but, from Biblical perspective, reasonable.
Instead consider..

Consider: The red words in the Bible give no hint His twelve were to be so endorsed.

Consider: Saul was certified (Acts 9), Paul was anointed.

Consider: Christ appealed to His works for endorsement, not a certificate.

Consider: Differences of conclusions, within your ranks, of various texts nullifies the argument that
the practice of licensing protects the purity of the Word.

Faith moves God. Brothers, accepting this proposal could release the power of God in our city.
Contemporaries elsewhere would know immediately of your brave deed, and some would follow
your example.
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Respectfully,

Larry Jones

If it was God's intention for christians to confer titles upon christians there would be evidence found
in New Testament writings. Perhaps Paul would be Reverend Paul, Peter would be Reverend Peter,
and John would be Reverend John. But no, Paul was Paul, Peter was Peter, and John was John.
Seems it worked just fine.

Some suggest titles honor the man's gifting or position, not the man himself.

Oh?

Reverend (Webster's): Used as a title of respect applied or prefixed to the name of a member of the
clergy or a religious order. Worthy to be revered; entitled to reverence.

This definition doesn't suggest the function is “worthy to be revered”, but rather the man engaged in
that function is “entitled to reverence”.

So the evangelical way would have a brother reverence a fellow brother, not because he is made
holy by the blood of the Lamb, but rather because he has attained certification by his own effort.

Matthew 18:3 (NLT): / tell you the truth, unless you turn from your sins, and become like little children,
you will never get into the Kingdom of Heaven.

Typically, a reverend, like most of us, starts his christianity with a big heart (‘like little children”) and
small head (‘like little children”). And, like most of us, time shrinks his heart while swelling his head.
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He lives and ministers from his mind more than his heart. That's why his eyes and sermons are dry.
He affects the minds of his audience much but their hearts little, hearts that desperately need a real,
live, caring, doting Jesus.

Many reverends are attracted to the position of pastor because of the salary. The Bible has much to
say about supporting the one who busies himself ministering the word - the twelve, and Jesus
Himself, were supported by “many women who followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to Him" -
but such support has no resemblance to a salary.

A salaried minister is an employee. He doesn't like that description of himself, preferring the softer,
more religious term supported, but he does fit the definition of employee. An employee has an
employer (or employers), the salaried minister has many employers. (And he doesn't like that word
either) Employers need to be catered to, heard, satisfied. As “you cannot serve God and mammon”,
one cannot serve God and christians.

A salaried reverend is often a partially burned-out reverend. God hasn't equipped him to do all he
does. The workload, coupled with a list of complications as long as the list of members, is too
burdensome for most.

The apostles were supported (not salaried) while doing the work of ministry. They did not have a
contract with anyone, written or unwritten. Their Lord was Jesus alone - who directed them
individually through the Holy Spirit. That's the way it's supposed to work, those doing ministry
(effectively) - licensed or unlicensed, titled or untitled - supported by concerned others.

THESIS#50

The pastor is the connecting door between two spiritual spheres, the denomination that licensed
him and the congregation he serves. It was the man'’s loyalty to his denomination that secured
his post as pastor.
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(See note.) ‘Pastor’ John is a man of divided loyalties. He is a product of both the Holy Spirit and the
\Xord of God, which he has studied more than most, and the denomination that schooled, trained
and certified him.

It was his proven willingness to cooperate that procured him the position of pastor of Bread of Life
Assembly, and he is determined to prove himself faithful to those above him. There is much
pressure on John to conform to That's Just The Way It Is!, and to lead others into conformity. Like the
plumber and the doctor in the congregation, he needs that paycheck to feed his wife and kids. And
like the plumber and doctor he has no desire to change his occupation.

John has his eye on a larger congregation. The bigger the church, the better the pay and benefits.
He wants to be a good provider for his growing family, and there's retirement to think about. But the
competition is heavy; he must prove himself responsible to those higher in rank or his chances of
advancement will decrease.

‘Pastor’ John is a connecting door between two spiritual spheres, one being the denomination that
endorsed him, the other the assembly he serves. Whereas the ‘laity’ lives in one world, John lives in
two. From the one he is sent, to the other he has arrived. The one has trained him, the other is his
ministry. The one has his loyalty, the other his energy. He listens to one, he speaks to the other. His
peers and friends live in one sphere, his followers in the other. The perspective he receives from one
he passes on to the other.

John's ‘ministerial’ realm is exclusive to fellow ‘ministers’ and the people John serves. Most in the
‘laity’ do not know how the denomination operates -- its bylaws and governing process. People will
never meet those who make decisions that, through ‘Pastor’ John, affect their lives. There is a wide
gap between the two spiritual worlds, bridged only by ‘Pastor’ John.

‘Pastor’ John is five feet, eight inches tall (about average). If, spiritually speaking, he were five foot
eight, he would be much taller, about six foot six, in the sight of the congregation. And growing.

Every time he ministers behind the pulpit, he increases in their sight. He becomes wiser, more
discerning, more anointed, more favored. Bigger, increasingly bigger. Such is the power of the pulpit.
To the wife he is bigger than husband; to the children dad and mom are comparatively spiritual
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midgets.

On Sunday morning ‘Pastor’ John steps to the pulpit. This is his hour. He is meticulously attired in his
suit-and-tie uniform, hair recently trimmed, shoes polished. He has been trained for this hour, he has
had much practice, he has prayed, he is ready to go.

John breaks his sermon into three easy-to-remember points. He raises and lowers his voice and
inserts a few jokes to keep monotony from setting in. He is an impressive, authoritative figure. He is
practiced, poised, professional. Preaching over, he has grown in stature in the sight of his listeners.

And the people have imperceptibly shrunk in their own valuation. As John becomes bigger, they
become smaller -- less wise, less anointed, less valued. And more subservient to this man who
obviously has a special position in God.

John does not often preach “Jesus Christ and Him crucified." He speaks of principles and keys and
responsibilities and works and being good enough. But rarely Jesus.

John has taken various courses in psychology that will help obtain promotions within the sphere of
the way it is which provides his livelihood. Since there is a mixture in John's heart, there is a mixture in
his message. And since there is a blend in his preaching/teaching, there is a mixture in the hearts of
the assembly. The Jesus he presents to Bread of Life is not New Testament Jesus, not the miracle-
working Jesus, not Christ the Healer. Whereas Paul's preaching was not “with persuasive words" or
‘excellence of speech”, but “in demonstration of the Spirit and in power”, John's preaching is void of
power but dependent on “excellence of speech’.

The preaching is different because the men are different because their relationship with Christ is
different. Paul was a bondservant of Christ; John is a man of divided loyalties, trying to serve both
Christ and the way it is.

John is not less spiritual than most, perhaps even more so. He didn't create the way it is;, he is, in part,
its product. He is a victim of victims. He is in bondage to those in bondage. When he stands before
Christ at the judgment seat he will have an assortment of “gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
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and straw”, just like the rest of us.

| know of some who sit in the office of pastor who have a passion for Christ that is far above my own.
But the point is this: ‘Pastor’ Whoever should not be idolized. Pastor-worship is sin. Though the way it
Is has made him to appear to be something he is not, the Word teaches that he is simply a brother,
spiritually taller than some, shorter than others. He is not "Reverend”. He is not your pastor.

If this book were addressed to christian catholics, | would tell them that they must refute man-
worship -- the priest, bishop, cardinal, pope. | would tell them that there is a reverence that is good
in God's sight, a reverence for each other on the basis of who we are in Christ. And | would tell them
that there is a reverence that is unsanctified, one that lifts one brother above another, based on
position established by the way it is.

| would tell them that we are all priests unto God, and that God did not appoint someone to make
sacrifices on their behalf. There is one High Priest, and under Him we are all equal in His sight. There
is no ‘clergy’; there is no ‘laity’. And you, looking from the outside, can see clearly that such homage
to man is sin. How much easier it is to see the flaws of other faiths.

Do not make the same mistake. Your Bible teaches that partiality is sin. Allegiance to non-Biblical
traditions is disloyalty to Jesus Christ. Do not let your heart be a mixture, a blending of the way it is
and the Word of God. Commit yourself to the Bible, God's lone authoritative Word, and to the
lordship of the “Spirit of truth”.

Note: This is an excerpt from The Way It Is... Confronting Evangelical Tradlitions (available at
larryjones.ca).

THESIS#51

The pastor is expected, by his church and his denomination, to capture the congregation’s
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loyalty. He is usually successful.

John 16:13: When He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth.

The pastor and the Holy Spirit compete for your trust and loyalty. The winner will be the one you
accept as guide throughout your christianity.

As the denomination is represented by the pastor, the Lord Jesus is represented by the Holy Spirit.
Yes, ‘behind’ the pastor are denominational lords, and ‘behind’ the Holy Spirit is none other than our
most precious Christ.

The pastor did not choose to be the pastor - though he did apply for the posting - but rather he was
chosen by the denomination only after denominational lords were satisfied the man'’s loyalty was
firmly fixed on them.

As loyalty to denominational lords can be measured by loyalty to their teachings as conveyed by the
pastor, loyalty to Christ Jesus can be likewise measured by loyalty to His teachings as conveyed by
Scripture. We identify the one who has won our trust by the words we obey.

Evangelicals obey two lords, neither fully.

Evangelicals obey many non-Biblical traditions. And evangelicals obey many Biblical teachings. We
are talking an unholy mixture - somewhat obedient to Christ, somewhat not.

The pastor has successfully led the congregation away from dependence on “the Spirit of truth”, this
being evidenced by their speech. Nobody calls the Holy Spirit Pastor Holy Spirit, but they do call the
man Pastor Whoever. If language means anything this is sufficient evidence the man, not the Holy
Spirit, is the considered leader.

Identifying lordship should be fully settled by the christian's own words. Shouldn't one assume they
call the man Pastor because he is? And shouldn't one assume they do not call the Holy Spirit Pastor
(or refer to Him as such) because He isn't?
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Not only is the pastor pressured by upper lords to stay within the way it is, but also by converted
church membership. They too have become security guards against reformational intrusion.

There is security in numbers. So many can't be wrong even when they're wrong. The mainline
protestant church down the road that believes opposite on most issues can't be wrong either, simply
because they are tethered to the same logic: SO many can't be wrong.

But church history has taught us so many can be wrong. Every generation has been plagued by
ambitious lords vying for the peoples’ trust and loyalty.

Jesus has sent us the only One capable of pastoring us, the most Holy Spirit. There is a huge
difference between the christian led through life by men and the christian led through life by the
Holy Spirit. That's huge as in enormous, colossal, vast. The judgment seat of Christ will reveal which
christian was foolish and which one was wise.

THESIS#52

Many evangelists ‘turn’ pastor because only the pastor is salaried. This results in less people
spending their eternity with Jesus in heaven.

Of the five ministry types - apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, and teacher - it is the pastor who
has been most successful in securing the pulpit, the power, and the paycheck. And this has created
many negative consequences...

Often the pastor is not a pastor. He is called Pastor, he is recognized as the pastor, but he does not
have the calling (or gifting) of pastor. Perhaps more often than not the pastor is not a pastor.

Those with the calling of pastor — not the occupation of pastor — are, mostly, pew persons. These
seem to be easy going people, soft spoken, gentle, listeners - caring more about you than
themselves. It is not in their genes to be an administrator (which is the chief role of the employed
‘pastor’, especially in a large church). You are their concern, you are their friend, and they are your
prayer intercessor. These people probably have no need or heart to be the
director/shepherd/teacher of the local assembly.
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Many evangelists fill the post of pastor, having turned from their calling to a position more lucrative.
This way they get to stay home with wife instead of travelling from city to city, and be more directly
involved in the children'’s upbringing. The support the local evangelist should get he doesn't get
because Pastor Whoever gets it. SO he becomes Pastor Whoever. “This results in less people
spending their eternity with Jesus in heaven.”

And what is true for the evangelist is true for the apostle. And the prophet. And the teacher.

Builders also covet top position in the assembly. Without that pulpit and that power and that
paycheck they have no hope of scratching their itch to build things - spiritual things and etcetera
things. Weekly he uses the instrument of enthusiasm to whip the people into fulfilling his religious
ambitions. Builders impress us with their accomplishments, but the price of those trophies can be a
church-full of depleted evangelicals, relationally distant from the Lord Jesus.

The builders have to compete against the controllers who, like the builders, need the pulpit to
gratify their addiction. And also competing are the intellectuals, those who dazzle the ordinary with
their ability to express with finesse, to wield words with the agility of the circus juggler. Also
competing are lovers of money; there's big money to be had for those sufficiently ambitious and
greedy.

The true pastors who make it to the top are often too burdened with a hundred church matters to
pastor. So they attempt to shepherd from the pulpit. Like a shoe store that carries one size of shoe,
the pastor has one message for all sizes and shapes of needs and questions.

A mother has a mother's heart, a father has a father's heart, but many (most?) ‘pastors’ simply do not
have a shepherd's heart. They are not callous, but unequipped. They may try to fake it but it ain't
working.

Christianity would be in much better shape if christianity outlawed the salary.

THESIS #53
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The pastor dictates who speaks from the pulpit. Almost always he appoints himself.

Thirty reverends from throughout the city, representing various denominations and associations and
whatevers, are gathered for their monthly luncheon. In their midst is one person who has correct
doctrine. The rest are comparatively inferior.

They need this person's insights more than he needs theirs simply because they have yet to arrive at
his lofty understanding on almost every issue. His insights should be enviable, but the others, to their
detriment, do not realize his superior caliber, and therefore do not give him due deference.

Sad. Their christianity would be greatly enhanced if they would contain their own compulsion to
express, and become his audience. Gladly he would pour his insights into his brothers to realign their
faulty perspectives - if only they would simply trust him.

Who is this brazen one of thirty who thinks so highly of himself?

To that question all thirty would all give the same answer though all thirty would disagree with all
others.

Hunh?

Their answer is... me.

Proverbs 21:2 (NIV): All a man's ways seem right to him.

‘Me' thinks: Obviously if I had an insight less than accurate | would have already made an adjustment.
But I haven't made an adjustment because, obviously, there is no such need. Therefore, obviously, my
understanding on any given issue must be correct. Obviously.

Many of us are the same, our “ways seem right to" us, even when they're not. Our security is our
correctness, our reputation hinges on being right and, therefore, balk when opposing views are

Page: 111




Larry Jones Another Ninety-Five

Start a house church https://larryjones.ca/another-ninety-five/

expressed by those less discerning. We are not as teachable as we think.

A common possession of many of the thirty is a pulpit. From here they can inform the less informed,
correct the misinformed, and set them on a truer course. Since their perspective is loftier than most,
it would be folly to trust their beloved and prized pulpit to an inferior.

THESIS#54
It is non-Biblical and unhealthy for one (or a few) to have excessive influence over many.

Back to the thirty reverends...

Congregations would be much healthier if the thirty reverends rotated churches every sunday so
the people would have a variety of perspectives, rather than one.

The five giftings of Ephesians 4:11 - apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, and teacher - could be
called preaching gifts because they all involve preaching (i.e., the evangelist wouldn't be very
effective if he didn't preach). These preaching gifts are God's way of ministering truth to His. The
Lord Jesus shepherds His sheep, partly (primarily?), by the preaching of several.

And two or three rotating pastors in a large church isn't very ‘several'.

Every one of us has strengths. And every one of us has kinks. We pass on both to others, not all
others but some others. The effect we have depends on our influence. In the congregation none is
more influential than the pastor.

The pastor should share the pulpit so the congregation is not ill affected by his spiritual quirks.
(Quirks? Who me!?) An angry pastor, in time, produces angry christians, an arrogant pastor results in
arrogant christians, a controller begets controllers. This harmful cookie-cutter effect would be
minimized by a shared pulpit. Many voices is the Lord's way:.

Even better than the rotating thirty is a pulpit open to whoever is qualified - which would certainly
include many pew people. But if the way it is allowed such a practice it would diminish its own
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power. So, N0 way, un-unh, ain't gonna' happen. The salaried must justify his salary, the titled his
titles, the credentialed his credential.

Those regularly attending an evangelical assembly can offset any negative effect of one by inserting
into their lives a variety of other voices. Today there are many quality voices on the internet
(etcetera) surpassing those behind most pulpits. The Holy Spirit would eagerly direct the prayerful
evangelical into quality preaching that would fit her particular need.

To choose even the best of the thirty as one's shepherd is a serious mistake with ill and eternal
consequences. Not one of the thirty is capable of leading a group of evangelicals into a meaningful,
spiritually prosperous christianity, this evidenced by the fact they themselves have not attained a
meaningful, spiritually prosperous christianity, this evidenced by their allegiance to non-Biblical
ways.

Psalm 23:1: A psalm of David. The Lord is my shepherd.

Let's talk about David...

David, “son of Jesse", was considered a great man, so much so that Bethlehem was called “the city
of David", “an angel of the Lord" addressed Joseph as “Joseph, son of David", “‘the multitudes” called
Jesus “the son of David", Lord Jesus called Himself “the Root and Offspring of David". David's hame is

mentioned in the NT more than all other OT characters except Moses and Abraham.

So what is the secret of David's greatnhess?

The answer is found in the first line of what is sometimes affectionately called, The Shepherd'’s Psalm:
“The Lord is my shepherd.”

David declared “The Lord is my shepherd” because the Lord was his Shepherd. It wasn't just a cute
and sugary thing to say; he meant it. David could say of his Shepherd, “He leads me" ("He leads me
beside the still waters”) because he allowed himself to be led.
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To be shepherded by Jesus means to be shepherded by Jesus - and not by self and not by another

and not by others. We are led by Jesus through our days and weeks and months and years. He is the
lord of our mondays and tuesdays, our januarys and februarys, our springs and summers. Where we

can be found is where He has brought us. What we are doing is what He has told us to do. Only such
a one can say, “The Lord is my shepherd.”

We must know thoroughly the greatness of David was an overflow of the Shepherd-sheep
relationship. Most of us have read and said, “The Lord is my shepherd’, but didn't mean it - not with
the depth and sincerity David meant it. We assume He is though He isn't though He wants to be.

God said of David, “a man after My own heart”. What a compliment! David's great deeds, beginning
with the slaying of “the lion and the bear” as a shepherd-boy, were accomplished through
relationship, a Pastor-sheep relationship.

David's kind of greatness will come to any person with David's kind of commitment. The NT gives us
many examples: John the baptist, John the apostle, Paul, Peter, Stephen, etcetera. And ensuing
church history gives thousands more.

Our greatness (or lack of greatness) will be revealed before all at the judgment seat of Christ.

THESIS#55

The evangelical pastor who repents of compromise and makes a decision to obey the Bible will
lose his position.

This is a volatile thesis and should stimulate a reaction - surprise, disbelief, annoyance... something!

Like all theses, # 55 should be thoroughly considered and challenged. Is it really possible the
appointed shepherd of an evangelical church would be released from duty by ecclesiastical lords if
he made a commitment to the Bible?

And if so, what does that say about evangelicalism?
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Let's use our imagination. Pastor Whoever of Whatever Evangelical Assembly has a very unusual
announcement for his congregation this sunday morning...

Good morning, everyone!

A few days ago | recommitted my life to the Lord Jesus Christ. | have had need to do this occasionally
over the years of my christianity because my tendency has been to slowly drift from Him. However, this
recommitment to the Lord was different than all others; this time | also committed myself to the Bible.

You may be surprised to know | had never previously yielded fully to the Bible. Perhaps | sensed to do so
might complicate life for me and my family. | realize now it is impossible to be fully committed to Jesus
Christ without being equally committed to The Word.

To symbolize to Lord Jesus my loyalty to the Bible, | signed the last page, right under Revelation 22:21. |
vowed to our Lord | will obey His words as the most Holy Spirit enlightens me. Almost immediately the
Spirit of the Lord revealed discrepancies in my life and in my ministry. It is those discrepancies | will
address this morning, and the necessary changes that will affect everyone in this church.

First of all, I am requesting you no longer address me as Pastor Whoever. Lord Jesus alone is your
Shepherd, and | understand the Bible to suggest no man should be called Pastor. You may call me
Brother Whoever or simply Whoever, but no longer Pastor Whoever.

Also, I will no longer be on salary. The Lord showed me there is no Biblical precedent for a salary. You
may support me through donations if you feel so moved. | am aware | will have to augment that support
with part-time employment, and therefore you will have to carry some of the church burdens.

Romans 2:11 states, “There is no partiality with God.” Since God shows no partiality to men neither should
we. As of today we are all on equal ground. | do not want to be treated more special than anyone. |
suggest we all financially and prayerfully support those who minister to us, weighing one's need and
value of service.
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And no more tithing. FranRly, | never did believe in tithing, though I often implied that | did. This was a
horrible compromise on my part. | have apologized to the Lord Jesus, and this morning | apologize to
this assembly. Hereafter | will exhort you to commit your giving to the Holy Spirit. You will be much more
fruitful if you do.

Also, | must be obedient to Ephesians, chapter four by allowing others to share this pulpit. Together we
will determine how to best identify those in this assembly able and willing to preach. Hopefully, we will
all learn to exalt the name of Jesus from this pulpit, always keeping our focus on Him.

Also, major decisions regarding Whatever Evangelical Assembly will be made corporately. When Paul
wrote directions and corrections to the churches he addressed all the believers, not a chosen few.
Obviously he considered everyone equally responsible. We must prayerfully seek the will of “the head of
the church” on matters of concern. Only then will He be our Lord in fact, rather than symbolically.

I will be forwarding to denominational headquarters my intention to make these changes. Hopefully
they will give me their blessing.

Does anyone really think the denominational bosses will respond favorably to Pastor Whoev...
oops!... make that Brother Whoever? Can anyone realistically imagine such a response as... ?

Dear Brother Whoever;

We so appreciate your keen insights on New Testament writings regarding Christ's church, and your
determination to lead Whatever Evangelical Assembly into fuller obedience to Him. Rest assured you
have our unwavering support in your effort to honor our Lord Jesus Christ, the only true "head of the
church”.

Yours in Christ,

The Regional District Board of Directors
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Perhaps a response less challenging to your imagination wou