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----------------------------------------------------------- THE AUTHOR

If | were to draw a caricature of myself as a baby christian | would draw myself with a small head and
in my upper body | would place a disproportionately large heart. The small head would depict my
knowledge and my large heart would reflect my relationship with Jesus.

It was in 1972 that a catholic young man discovered the Lord Jesus Christ, embraced His lordship,
and was cleansed of his many sins. | was born again, yet | had never heard that term. | was an
adopted son of the Father, sanctified, justified, the very ‘righteousness of God". My name was written
in the Lamb's book of life, my body a temple of the Holy Spirit, my future home the New Jerusalem.
And yet | never knew these things. My knowledge was meagre.

But did | ever feel good! My insides were bouncing with new life. Oh, the presence of the Lord in
those earliest months! My life was Jesus, Jesus, and Jesus. | didn't understand but knew something
awesome had taken place. | would often tell others, “Something happened!”

Were it not for the “charismatic movement” sweeping our catholic world immediately after my
conversion to Jesus my departure from catholicism would not have taken five years. At that time |
entered fully into evangelicalism, a term | understand to mean denominations adhering to
fundamental teachings of the Bible. My knowledge increased immensely. Do-s and don't-s, Old
Testament history, dispensations, church history, false religions - you hame it, | learned it. Tons of
sermons, tapes and books. Now my caricature would have an oversized head.

And a very small heart.

| had drifted from *first love". Jesus somehow got lost in all that knowledge. My enthusiasm for
christianity usurped my enthusiasm for Christ. Those around me, those above me, those in the
forefront of christianity... my attention was on them and their emphases. Certainly | sang praises to
the Lord in our assemblies. And there were those times kneeling around the altar. But something
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alien had captured my heart. What was it?

The Lord taught me | could determine my spiritual health by the number of times | spoke His name.
This principle applies to everyone and every group. “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaks.” (Mt.12:34)

And so | listened. Surprisingly, Jesus’ hame was rarely mentioned in conversations, even in
discussions about spiritual matters. Sunday morning preaching was about deliverance and healing
and sanctification and the baptism of the Holy Spirit and evangelism. It was not about the Deliverer,
the Healer, the Sanctifier, the Baptizer, the Lord of the harvest. Biblical principles and keys and
doctrines were emphasized more, much more, than relationship with Jesus.

| prayed more than most and was influenced by some cherished books and a special friend. These
had the effect of turning me around. | began, slowly at first, returning to my first love, removing my
trust in other people and things and placing that trust once again upon Jesus Christ.

| am determined not to ever distance myself from Him again. Not for gold, not for ministry, not for
reputation, not for anything. This isn't to say | have arrived; there is and always will be more of Jesus
to be gained, relationally speaking. | confess that if there is one | still love more than Jesus it is me.
How can someone so pitifully incomplete be riveted on himself? “O wretched man that | am!”

But | am travelling in the right direction. | am learning obedience. Giving gets easier. | am slowly
fostering a relationship with the Holy Spirit. The theme of my life is increasingly “Jesus Christ and Him
crucified”.

| am not licensed and never will be. Never been to Bible school. If | had brag in me it would be that |
have learned to turn immediately to Christ when | sin. Sin, | have learned, as awful as it is, does have
the advantage of making one appreciative of His grace and less judgemental of others.

Foolish is the man who would blindly place his trust in my perspective, spoken or written. | have said
both wise and dumb things. | have been faithful and negligent to friends. | have set good examples
and poor.... | choose the path of humility but ugly pride sometimes surfaces. The venerable song
expresses my creed: “My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness.” |
understand that, as His ambassador, my responsibility is simply to point others to Christ and submit
to the leadership of the Holy Spirit.

| must never be deluded into thinking the author is somehow above the reader. Both are teachers
and both are students; both are shepherds and both are sheep; both are God's anointed. “One is your
Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren.” (Mt.23:8) | must be yoked to Christ in what | do or what |
do will be fruitless.

The one qualification | have to write this book is that | have been around. For close to fifty years |
have listened, observed, and considered all manner of teachings, practices, unwritten codes and
human failure. Well over a thousand times, perhaps five or ten thousand, | have prayed Psalm 254,5:
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‘Show me Your ways, O Lord, Teach me Your paths. Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are
the God of my salvation; On You | wait all the day.”

As a matter of possible interest, | am a husband, a father of three, a father-in-law to two, a

grandfather to eight, a great-grandfather to two, an electrician (retired) and sometimes writer.
Part One: THE WAY IT IS

------------------------------------------------------------------------ PREFACE

“That's just the way it is!”
Mom is teaching her child how to properly set the table.
‘Mommy, why do the knives and spoons go on this side of the plate, and the forks go on that side?”

Mom has no idea why the utensils are customarily arranged in this manner. “That's just the way it is!”
she replies with a smattering of frustration.

Why are traffic lights red, yellow and green? Why do guys wear ties and women high heels? Why is
Christmas on December 25th? Why is the hot water on the left and the cold on the right?

Some things don't have answers. That's just the way it is!

The way it is is sacred. Turkey at Christmas, ham on Easter. Brides in white. Red roses express love.
Dad at the head of the table.

Tradition. Traditions of men. Sometimes good, sometimes bad. Always reverenced.

Traditions in the church. Though usually unreasonable, always reverenced. Traditions... “That's just
the way it is!"

Throughout church history That's just the way it is! has always shared lordship with the Bible. To
challenge the way it is is to step out of the approval, and even acceptance, of most.

The way it is often positions itself above the Word and will and dictates of God. One would think such
rebellion would gather few followers, but the opposite is true: the army of advocates is large and
powerful.

Please note: In this book That's just the way it is! or simply the way it is are in reference to traditions
contrary to God's word, and will be accentuated in italicized print.

The way it is can refer to a singular non-biblical tradition or a complex system of doing things.
Traditions of men.... alternatives to God's Word and God's Spirit, another way. God says one thing,
tradition another.
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That's just the way it is! is sand and he who builds on it is a foolish man. The way it is brings bad stuff
into our lives, hampers our usefulness, causes loss of eternal rewards. Yet christians can be territorial
and will defend their ground whether that ground be rock or sand. Oh, how we love our traditions!

Jesus confronted That's just the way it is! and He was crucified. Paul opposed the way it is and the
religious hounded him. Martin Luther challenged sacred traditions and he had to keep moving to
stay alive. Other reformers were martyred. In our gentler age gentler weapons of exclusion and
defamation and derision are used against “all who.... live godly in Christ Jesus,” (2Tm.3:12)those
refusing to bow to another word.

“The scribes and Pharisees from Jerusalem” confronted Jesus (Mk.7:1-5) demanding to know why
Jesus' disciples did not do the ceremonial washing of hands before they ate. “Why," they asked, “do
Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders?” No, not the decree of God, but the tradition of the
elders.

In the minds of these scribes and pharisees the elders, being elders, had the right to create and
impose rules. Did they not know that there is “one Lawgiver™? (Jm.4:12) The way it is was being
challenged and these paid protectors were coming to its defence.

Jesus is omniscient God. The pharisees hadn't yet learned you can't debate with Jesus and win, but
they would learn. “Why do you also transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition?”
(Mt.15:3) And what tradition was Jesus referring to? The pharisees taught the people that if they gave
the money it would cost them to care for their aging parents as “a gift to God" they would be exempt
from that responsibility. Undoubtedly, much of the money given as “a gift to God" found its way into
the pockets of these defenders of That's just the way it is!. God said, “Honor your father and your
mother". Men said, "No, you don't have to. Instead give the money to us.”

The basis (object, purpose) of this tradition is the same as today's many traditional (unscriptural)
teachings... money and control. Man loves money and man loves control.

This was not an infrequent case of replacing God's word with a traditional word. Jesus said, "“And
many other such things you do.” (Mk.7:8) Substitution was a common practice, implanted for the
benefit of the few who held the power.

The way things were was once the way it is, held close to man's heart. Man has always loved his
traditions. Oh, the reverence men of every age have given to the way it is. It is familiarity and comfort.
It is stability and security. It is lord.

We evangelicals would scoff at the idea of embracing some of the old, faded traditions of our
forefathers or traditions of other persuasions. It is not the way it was that we adulate, nor the way it is
to others, but the way it is in our camp.

Their ways are silly; our ways are sacred. It is only because our ways are true that we have
embraced them. Or so we think. If things were not the way they should be we would not be doing
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them. Or so we assume. Our ways are scriptural... aren't they?

It is difficult to realize that the curious traditions of others are held in a regard equal to our own. And
it is offensive to consider that our own are equally silly from their point of view.

It would be a mistake to assume all perspectives are faulty for there is a perspective that is right,
true, and sacred and that, of course, is God's perspective. God's perspective is revealed to us
through His Word, the Bible. "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness”. (2Tm.3:16)

Building on God's perspective is building on the rock of His Word. Unfortunately the church has
always been guilty of neglecting some teachings of the Bible, replacing them with others. The perils
of this folly are considerable.

Let us go back to the incident where Jesus is confronting the religious leadership of that day. Let us
focus on the bystanders. For them the confrontation creates a dilemma. Who should they believe,
this newcomer or their familiar elders, loyal defenders of That's just the way it is!?

These people are sheep, simple sheep, dependent sheep. Rarely have they had to make a decision
pertaining to their religious heritage. Had their shepherds been more than hirelings, they would be
healthy sheep, lovers of God. Had they been taught truth, they would have embraced truth with all
its benefits. Whatever diet they were offered they would devour. Sadly, they were fed distortions
that deformed their hearts.

On one side of the controversy was Jesus. They would not have listened to Jesus were it not for all
those miracles, all those healings, the signs and wonders. There was something different about this
Jesus, unlike anyone they had ever encountered. They didn't know He was Immanuel, ‘God-With-
Us", they just knew He was like none other. No fear. Clear eyes. Strong. Regal. “No man ever spoke
like this man!” (Jn.7:46)

On the other side of the argument were the scribes and pharisees, the hub of the community wheel
toward which the populace focused... the decision makers, the law enforcers, authority on all
matters. Articulate in dress and manner, they were the esteemed teachers and themselves merely
pupils. And the pharisees had much power. One did not mess with these spiritual leaders; there were
consequences.

Jesus often called them hypocrites. *“Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: ‘This
people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship Me, teaching as

doctrines the commandments of men.” (Mk.7:6,7) Hypocrites? These esteemed defenders of
esteemed traditions? Could it be?

To not believe Jesus would be difficult. Truth in itself has power to persuade; truth spoken by the
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Truth is power magnified. Their hearts knew Jesus spoke truth but it would take courage to turn
away from the way it is and its powerful officers.

This was much more than a dispute. Both He and they wanted them. Both the Good Shepherd and
the hirelings demanded their obedience, their loyalty, their hearts. The Shepherd had come to set
them free, to bring them into the Father's joy, to share His kingdom. “He will feed His flock like a
shepherd,; He will gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and gently lead those
who are with young.” (Is.40:11) Adversely, the hirelings fleeced the sheep, making them disciples after
themselves.

The real issue was lordship.

The heart and theme of this book is lordship. Jesus said we know we love Him if we obey His
commandments. But is it always the precepts of God that we are obeying? Have you, those of you in
evangelical affiliations, sinned the sin of presumption? Have you given loyalty to the way it is simply
because it is the way it is? All must check it out with the same diligence as the men of Berea who
‘searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.” (Ac.17:11)

Let us challenge the way we do things, the habits and practices we have taken for granted,
comparing them to the Bible to determine if they really are the way they should be. Each church age
has its dogma distinctions and each age has the responsibility to compare them with Scripture. Yes,
it takes courage but the Lord will give grace to the one insisting on truth.

Suppose we were there at the encounter between Jesus and the defenders of traditional ways.
What would we do? To choose Christ would probably upset our entire world; the neighbours might
not talk to us, our spouses could turn ugly, we might be kicked out of the synagogue, even jailed or
stoned. Would we lack the courage to embrace truth? Would we be like many (most?) in that crowd
who would one day shout, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!"? Or would we lay down our life and embrace
the new life Jesus came to offer? Would we willingly suffer persecution for His name's sake?

This book examines the way it is, the way things are done, loyalties and learned rationales in
evangelical circles, and compares them to the Word. Yet that is not the heart of The Way It Is. It talks
about relationships between shepherds and sheep but it is hot about shepherds and it is not about
sheep.

This book is about lordship.

It is about Jesus, “the head of the church,” (Eph.5:23) “the Lord of the harvest,” (Mt.9:38) and our
relationship with Him. It is about taking our love off this and that and setting that love upon Jesus. It
isn't to add to our storehouse of knowledge, it isn't fodder for the critical, it isn't understanding to be
leaned upon.

It is about relationship with the King. It is a preparation for the judgement seat of Christ, that day we
must each give an account to Christ the Judge. It is about Him, our first love, the One we call “Lord,
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Lord" (Lk6:46)

Please note: | was raised a catholic and departed from catholicism many years ago. Though
evangelicalism and catholicism are poles apart, there are similarities in the way people relate to their
faiths. Throughout this manuscript | will use the way catholics relate to catholicism as a mirror for
evangelicals relating to evangelicalism. (In this book my definition of evangelicalism includes
charismatic churches, as well as non- and inter-denominational churches.)

There are similarities within the several denominations and non-denominational churches that come
under the term “evangelicalism” (or “fundamentalism”). And there are also differences. | must speak
in general terms, fully realizing that the shoe, while fitting most, does not fit every foot. Perhaps there
is not one statement | make regarding evangelicalism that is true for every situation. As | write | can
‘hear’ some readers saying, “No, that's not the way it is in my church!" and others thinking, “Right on!”
Evangelicalism is complex and varied, but there are similarities woven throughout. The generalities |
use are a general reality relevant to all.

Please note: | give some references to quoted verses, but not all. Simply type in a few words on your
online Bible to find chapter and verse. | identify all translations that are not NKJV.

Part One: THE WAY IT IS

chapter one
—————————————————————————————————————————————————— DOES IT REALLY MATTER?

Luke 6:46: why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord' and do not do the things which | say?”
Let it be said again.... the heart and theme of this book is lordship.

If Jesus asked you, “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord'?" hopefully you would be able to reply, “Lord Jesus,
the reason | call You ‘Lord' is because | obey Your word."

And the Lord might reply, “How do you know you obey My word?"

‘Because, Lord, | have checked it out.”

Lovers of God are lovers of truth. And lovers of truth are eager to “check it out”. There is no reason
not to.
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Matthew 7:24: whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, | will liken him to a wise man
who built his house on the rock:

What are the sayings of Christ? They are not only His spoken words as recorded in the four gospels,
but also all inspired Scripture. ("All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.” 2Tm.3:16)

You were the “‘wise man who built his house on the rock” when you heard the word of salvation and
responded by receiving Christ as Lord and Saviour. There are many gospels to choose from, many
alternatives to God's plan of salvation, but you were wise enough to choose the gospel of “Jesus
Christ and Him crucified.”

Now you are a believer, God's adopted. As a dutiful Father, He has supplied you with instructions on
how to live as His child. Learning His ways, His perspectives and His commands is a process.
Wisdom is obeying these words as the Spirit reveals them. Wisdom is examining the way you do
things to make sure you are building on the rock and not on the way it is. It will take courage.

Jesus promises if you are obedient your house will never fall, no matter what storms life blows your
way. “A thousand may fall at your side, and ten thousand at your right hand; but it shall not come near
you." (Ps.91.7)

2 Timothy 3:12: all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

There is both a reward and a cost for loyalty to Christ. Lovers of the way it is will not be tender
toward those choosing loyalty to the Word. There is a penalty. However, the cost, though sometimes
severe, is always dwarfed by the reward. The sacrifice is temporary; the reward is eternal. (“Neither
moth nor rust destroys and ... thieves do not break in and steal.” Mt.6:20) It pays to follow Christ.

Matthew 16:15: “But who do you say that | am?”

Peter replied to Jesus, “You are the Christ”. Thomas declared Him to be "My Lord and my God!" Paul
(Saul) had to ask,"Who are You, Lord?" He was to learn that “God also has highly exalted Him and given
Him the name which is above every name." (Ph'p.2:9) John said of Him, “In Him was life". Those in
heaven declare Him to be the "worthy... Lamb who was slain’. Isaiah called Him “Mighty God".

‘But who do you say | am?”

A good reply would be: “You, Lord, are the Potter; | am the clay. You are the Master; | am the servant.
You are the Teacher; | am the student. You are the holy One, the mighty God, the lover of my soul,
my Saviour, my King. You are my Lord, and it is You and You alone | obey and follow after.”
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Acts 9:6: “Lord, what do You want me to do?”

Jesus toppled Saul's life with His brilliant presence on the road to Damascus, Saul fell to the ground
and “trembling and astonished, said, ‘Lord, what do You want me to do?” That is the question a
christian should be continually carrying in his/her heart, “Lord, what do You want me to do?" Only the
fervent and obedient would ask such a question, for such a question may have a challenging
answer. Jesus told Saul what to do, and likewise Jesus will instruct any disciple (though probably not
so dramatically).

John 14:15: “If you love Me, keep My commandments.

We can know our hearts by identifying whom it is we are obeying. If it is Jesus we love, it is Jesus we
obey. If it is another we love, it is another we obey.

But how does one know he is obeying Christ's commandments? People of false religions and even
cults think they are obeying God. How can one know it is really God's Word one is giving allegiance
to?

The answer is twofold: His Word (the Bible) and His Spirit. The Spirit and the Word agree. The Holy
Spirit leads into all truth. He unfolds the truths of God's Word. All that is required is commitment to
truth... the Truth, the Lord Jesus Christ.

If it is so simple why do so many err?

Truth sometimes costs. It can cost money, it can cost favour, and it can cost friendships. And
approval and applause and opportunities. Truth can cause misunderstanding, isolation and
persecution, certainly not always and perhaps not usually, but often. To embrace all truth, not
picking and choosing, one must love Christ above all. Many choose to err (or choose not to choose
truth) because the price of truth is more than they are willing to pay.

Jeremiah 17.9: “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked;

The deceptive heart lives in denial; the obvious cannot penetrate. Such a heart does not ask, “Lord,
what do You want me to do?" It does not pray, “Show me Your ways, o Lord.” (Ps.25:4) It has little faith
and probably more than one idol.

You cannot corner a deceitful heart with reality; it is the greased pig always managing to slip away. It
sways under peer pressure, bending to the whims and will of That's just the way it is!.

The deceitful heart can be comical. The plump woman consuming ice cream while explaining that
her weight stays on in spite of her constant dieting. The alcoholic who drinks because he likes the
taste of whiskey. The smoker puffing his last. The friend who would gladly pay for lunch if he hadn't
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forgotten his wallet in the car again. The procrastinator who will gladly do that chore tomorrow.
(That's me.)

The deceitful heart can be damaging, resisting the very truth that can set one free, leading others
into its divided loyalties. One should pray as did the psalmist, “Create in me a clean heart, O God. Let....
the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight... Unite my heart to fear Your name.... Let my
heart be blameless.”

Jeremiah 17:5: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart
departs from the LORD.

The way it is... it really does matter. Trusting in traditions is trusting in man and with it comes a curse.

Jeremiah 17.7: "‘Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, and whose hope is the LORD.

The christian life is simple: Trust in God and life will get progressively better; trust in man and life will
get progressively worse.

2 Corinthians 5:10: we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,

After life on earth there is an account to be given, rewards to be received or denied. Were you
obedient? Did you walk close to Jesus? Did you heed the way it is or did you submit to the leadership
of the Holy Spirit? Because most christians do not take this matter seriously is no reason for you not
to.

Expect, at the judgement seat of Christ, to see a stern judge, one more stringent than those depicted
in movies. In reference to the judgement seat Paul wrote, “Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord,
we persuade men". (2Cor.5:11) “The terror of the Lord" is in reference to Jesus. Persuade men to do
what? To be prepared. To get serious. To shake off distractions. To live a life that would cause you to
hear the words, “Well done, good and faithful servant”

------------------------------------------------------------------- APPENDIX

It was in 1971 that the Holy Spirit invaded our catholic world; that which was tagged the “catholic
charismatic movement” had reached our city. Jesus had come.
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What seemed changeless was changing under this extraordinary visitation of God. Many catholics
(unfortunately not most) were praising Jesus Christ after experiencing a personal and dynamic
encounter with their Sin-bearer. Tears flowed, healings were common, signs followed, Spirit-inspired
songs were sung, fellowship was sweet, Jesus was magnified.

On a summer evening in 1972 | was singing with dozens of charismatics in an old catholic church
building, “Though none go with me, still | will follow, no turning back, no turning back.”" The Holy
Spirit deposited into me a prophetic word, making it clear that | would one day have occasion to
prove that | meant the words | had just sang (“though none go with me, still | will follow"). | was
rattled. God seemed to be telling me there would be a time when my loyalty to Jesus would be
tested because everybody in my circle of acquaintances would stop following Him. How could it be?

Charismatic catholics were being tugged from two directions. Jesus and His Word were pulling from
one side and the way it is of catholicism from the other. Both Jesus and catholicism demanded
loyalty. For most it was very painful, and most chose foolishly....

| was at mass in our parish church and the people were singing a worship song to Mary. | looked
around to see if the born-again charismatic leaders, my friends, were joining in or would they make a
stand for Christ and His Word by being silent. All were singing to Mary! Repeat: All were singing to
Mary! When | (finally) removed my family from catholicism the leadership of our charismatic
community censured me for the purpose of demonstrating their loyalty to the catholic church. The
way it is was still on the throne.

Soon the catholic charismatic movement died out in our city, and the way it is retrieved most of its
prodigals.

Most of those born-again catholic friends undoubtedly still pray to Jesus and try to relate to Him
through the sacraments and mass. But they are following (obeying, being loyal to) another. Jesus is
no longer their captain. His Word is secondary to the words of traditionalists. They turned back, once
more depositing their trust on the way it is and its keepers.

When | entered evangelicalism it was sometimes boring, but | felt safe. The churches were said to
be "“Bible believing,” which | understood to mean they lived by Scripture. They had been around long
enough to have a mountain of understanding on the Bible (the Bible is not that thick). Were they not
‘fundamentalists” who believed in the fundamental truths of Scripture? The way it is, the chief god of
catholicism, could never have found entrance into evangelicalism. Could it?

------------------------------------------------------ A TRIBUTE TO JESUS CHRIST

‘i determined not to know anything
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.. except jesus christ and him crucified” (1Cor.2:2)

to know him
be familiar with
commune with
walk with

him

the lord jesus
to sup with
acknowledge
praise

emulate

him

the lord jesus
to lean on
trust in

abide in

obey

him

the lord jesus
salvation in him
healing in him
security in him
good enough in him
in him

the lord jesus

chapter two
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————— “JUDCE, ... JUDGE NOT"

Matthew 7:1: “Judge not, that you be not judged.
Jesus taught us not to judge.

John 7:24: judge with righteous judgment.”

And Jesus taught us to judge.

2 Timothy 2:15: rightly dividing the word of truth.
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On both occasions (‘judge not," and “judge”) Jesus spoke “the word of truth.” But His words often
require “rightly dividing".

When Jesus said, ‘judge not" He meant do not judge the heart of another man with a sense of
condemnation. Jesus went on to say, “Why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye?" That is the
issue... why?

Why does that “speck” in the eye of Brother Whoever bother us? Is it out of concern or out of
contempt? Is it because of our insecurity? Does looking down on another elevate us?

When Jesus instructed, ‘judge with righteous judgment”, He was telling us to make an intelligent
assessment of a situation to determine right or wrong.

Acts 10:42: He who was ordained by God to be Judge

That is our awesome Jesus. There are some judgements only He is to make. Only Jesus has the
authority and ability.

2 Timothy 4:8: there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will give to me

Paul will get exactly what he deserves because he will be judged by a perfect ‘righteous Judge'. The
value of Paul's “crown of righteousness” will be precisely what his obedience has earned him, nothing
more, nothing less.

Revelation 2:23: 1 will give to each one of you according to your works.

Even if our rewards are little it will be deeply satisfying that the judgement of our “works" was fair
and exact.

Romans 14:10: why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother?
For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.

It must be said that as we ventilate the doctrines of the way it is we are not to judge the hearts of
those of the 'ministerial’ or those of the ‘laity’. Jesus will judge everyone. Nobody gets away with
anything.

We are all in the same camp of guilt. | don't know a person who has not empowered the way it is (by
direct involvement and/or endorsement) to one degree or another. And this is a definite advantage
because no one is in a position to pass judgement.

Galatians 5:15: if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!

Flapping tongues can destroy a congregation. One makes an unkind judgement, another retaliates,
people take sides, grudges are spawned, the Spirit is grieved, the life of the congregation is sapped.

Galatians 517 (NIV): the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit.
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There is something in us (“the sinful nature”) that likes to hear and speak perversities. Another part of
us hates it. What is the answer?

Galatians 5:16: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.

How does one “walk in the Spirit"? The Holy Spirit is “the Spirit of Christ". (1Pt.1:11) You cannot have One
without the Other. When you have One you have Two. A Christ-centred believer walks “in the Spirit”
and “shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.”

Don't feel bad if you are not ‘there'. Neither am |. Becoming Christ-centred is a process. It is possible
to love Him more than we did yesterday. It is possible to love Him more tomorrow than today.

Romans 14:13: let us not judge one another anymore,

‘Let us not” judge with a heart to condemn, nor with a holier-than-thou attitude.

Hopefully, it is clear the kind of judgement we are not to make. Now let's look at the other kind.
1 Corinthians 14:29: Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge.

A foolish man would say, “But who am | to judge?” If we are to judge what “prophets speak” we are
therefore to judge what everyone speaks. But do we judge someone's behaviour?

Galatians 2:11: when Peter had come to Antioch, | withstood him to his face, because he was to be
blamed;

One apostle judged another apostle. Peter did something really dumb, Paul judged his behaviour
and “withstood him". The right or wrong of Paul's heart (in making this judgement) is determined by
the why. Why did Paul make a judgement of Peter's actions?

We are, on occasion, to judge a brother's actions, but the motive must be pure.
But what about judging someone's motives?

3 John 1.0: Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence among them,
John did judge another's motives but this is rare. Again, the issue is the why.

1 Corinthians 5:12: Do you not judge those who are inside?

That is, “inside” the body of Christ.

Sometimes it is necessary to make a judgement on another or on a situation for the good of all.
Some would say that only leadership should make such evaluations, but these words were directed
to everyone (“to the church of God which is at Corinth”).

2 Timothy 3:16: All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
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The standard for judgement should always be the Word.
Romans 14:10: why do you judge your brother?

There are always some who think they have the 'ministry of correction'. In a sense we all do, but
some think they are 'full time ministers'!

There are people who direct their anger at themselves and those who direct it at others. Correction
of others can be nothing more noble than venting one's frustration. Even though words of correction
may be truth, motive is everything.

In most circumstances one should only speak correction to *he who has ears to hear”, from pure
motives, by the leading of the Spirit, after sufficient prayer.

1 Corinthians 10:15; judge for yourselves what | say.

If the Corinthians should have judged Paul's words, should they not have judged everyone's words?
And ought we to do less?

We are free in Christ (and responsible) to judge everyone's statements for validity and accuracy. We
are free to discuss those statements with whomever we choose.

It is right to judge the way it is. It is wrong not to judge the way it is.
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— APPENDIX

A young man from the Watchtower Society, (a jehovah's witness), came knocking on my door and
soon we were in a debate. He argued that since the christian church was split into so many factions,
it could not possibly be God's representative on earth. On the other hand, the jehovah's witnesses
were in strong unity th